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ARAKI, sadao, et el.
Sworn Deposition
Devonent: SEINA, Etsusaburo
Having first duly sworn en cath as on ettached sheet and in accordance
Feds with the ﬁrocedure followed in my country I hereby depcse as follows.

I was born in January, 1898. After I was graduated from the Law

Nepartment of the Tokyo Imperial University in 1923, I jeined the Amriculturs
end Cormerce Maistry. Vhen the Minisir; wes ?%ivided intc two Departments,
namely the Department of Commerce and Indusiry end the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry, I sevrved in the former ministry. From Cetober,
1933 to Merch 1939, I assumcd an office, &s an official of kenchoukuo, and
was responsible for the e:xegcution of various policies chiefly with regard .

to the mining industry. In 4pril, 1939, I rcussured the office in the
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soordination Bureau, ® col 1ateral burcau of the Ministry of Commerce and 2

Industry from April, 1939 to June of the samo yoner and as the chiel of the

General Affairs Section of the Generel Bureau about threz end walf months

since July of the same year; 4s the Director of the Genersl Purcau sbout

two yoars sincc October of the same yeor, anl then I wue appointed the

Vice-Ministor of Commerce and Industry in October, 19/1.

With rcference to the demend and supply condition of raw rubber of thi

country, prior to the outbreak of the Pacific Wer, 8s 1 was connecied with

the oxecutiom: of policies pertaining to this particular industry oo the

head of the Fifth Section of the Provisional Price Coordination Bureau end

also the Director of fhe General Bureeu, I am in 2 position to depose 88

follows on my own responsibi lity:
The demand for raw rubber in peace time in Jepen was, according to th
|

rescarch mado somotime about 1937, sai® to be about (0,000 tons. The ratic

of the demand botween the civil and the militory (direct need by the it
3l

military) wes roughly 5 to 1 and out of the privete demand, about one third |

was essigned for re-cxport to the foreign couniries as a raw meterial for

the .export goods or an cxport to Manchuria.

On account of, however, the sudden run cf an ccute course of decline

of the foreign exchenic condition of Japen after the year of the outbresk

of the China Affeirs, and the Japenese government's policy to strengthen

the rostriction over every importcd goeds onc after another, the import of
the rew rubber, thercfore, also becamo difficult.
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Howovcr, as for that demanded by the militery, it wes under &uch ’

aircumstances thet tho projected quentity by the militery should prafoT-
oncially be sccured since the China Affairs vos in progress. S0 all the
shortage in supnly had to be supplcwentod by a restriction on the civil
demand. The actual enforccd rate of the constriction in 193¢ and in 1939
was about 20 per cont of tho private domend in peuce timo, end in 1940,
it boco &8 mich &8 50 & of the volume demended bY the people. Thus
the retio betwoon tho civil end militory domands bocamo 3 versus 1.

Fucing such situation, thc Jeponcse covernmont had naturally to.exert
avery possible offort so as to ceonorize tho rubber cnd cxecutc such prott
atrong policies a8 the prohibition of usc of meteriel in cortain kinds,
and tho susponsion of the monagoment for those enterpriscs whose business
officiency ie not high, ctc.

In spitc of tho forogoing, the futurc prospcet was atill exceedingly

derk and there

wore fearful lcsti a gorious breoakdown might be rosulted from thoe causo of
demend ond supply of rubber alonec, ahould tho condition be left wntouched:

1 recell thot some urgent measurc wes froquently cnlled for at the govern-

mont meoting.

Such sed plight was rolieoved for the time ‘being by the import of &
groat doal of rew rubbor from Thailend end Frcneh Indo-Chine {rom tho
summer to the wintor 1941 where we had very little import from these

countrics horctoforc. That is to sey, we hed about 20,000 tons gach,

werc somc among the governmen?® authoritics concorned who
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abéut 40,000 tone althogether, imported from Theiiend and French Tndo-Chin.

ond adding those imported from othecr sountrics, it was totalled sbcuv i) o
then 70,000 tons. The incrcese thus mede in the import from.Thailand whi.
was uscd to be 2.000/‘_3.000 tons cnnually, wes due to the finsncial eagroe-
mont with that country, and the import of 20,000 tons from French Indo-Chi
which had nonc kitherto vics pbeccusc of the Japen French Tndo-China Treaty.
concluded in IRY, 1942, I om gnerc of the fact, hovever, that the 'invport-_
of row rubber bascd on these two srrengoments cesompanied no small dised~
ventege in price and some other pointe, rnd roquired exartion on the part

of the finencial cuthorities in meking tncse arrangements.

On this Lth day of sugust, 1947

1t SHIINL's offico, Ginze J4-Chome, Tokyo.

DE2ONENT: Shllls., Et susaburo (monogri

1, SHIOB.Ri, Tokiseburo, hereby eertify that the above stotement wes

\ sworn by the Doponent, who affixed his signature epnd seal thereto in the

presence of this Witness.

On the same date

At the seme place

witnoss: /S/ SHIOBAR:, Tokisabure (menogrom)
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In accordance with my conscionce 1 swoar %o tell the whole truth

withholding nothing and adding nothing. |

/s/ SHIIN., Eteusoburo (monogrem)

i %

™
-

b

Lt
> LA

.f - IA‘. 1

.





