
-
Def. Doc. #1980 

·rransleted by 
DE: fense Language Branch 

lln'EHNATIOIW. ll::ILIT.i\RY 'I'RI1Ui:W.. 1''0R THE FJ.F. EJ.Sr 

THE UNI TE.D ST:..'l'ES O.F J.1.ic.RICJ~ , e t 61. 

- vs. 

ARJJa ' .9edao , et el. 

Sworn Depoai t!vn 

De!)Oncnt t f:>l:INA , Etausaburo 

H11ving f irs t duly sworn an oath as on attach<:lc. sheot and in a~cordance 

with the procedure followed i n r.l.}. country · I hereby dcpc,se as fol lov1s. 

I 'ila a born in january, 1898 . After I was (:)'aduated from the !Jm 

!Jepart ment of the 'l'Olcyo Imperiai Universit.:,' in 1923 , I joined t he Ag:i:icult ur a 

a nd COT.merce Minis t ry. Vlhen the Mlnhtr~· we e ~ ivide-1 i nto t wo Departments, 

nat00ly the Department of Co~rce and Inciust ry enu t he Department of 

.t'\griculturc and Forest ry, I sar vecl in the former ministry . Frcm Octob131· ~ 

1933 to Mlrch 1939 . I aas ttl'J¥)d an off ice , us sn off icial of isnchoukuo, and 

was r asponsible for t he o::ecution of various policies chiefly with r egard . . 

t o the mining industl"!' . ln Jipril , 1939, I roc.ss11r.:ed the office i n the. 

Comrerco end Indust Ml.nis•"· ~...-t:>inoc C) In 
successive}• t' !of 0 th·-~~h v·u 
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coordination Burue.u. 'n col lOtl')!'!ll bm·c::tu of the Ministry of Co1ro~rce Rnd v . 
" 

Industry from J.pri!, 1939 t o Junt3 of t he same yl)er ond os tha c~d.i.a: of t~e 
General ,\ffeirs Sectio~ of t he Gonorsl Bureau about thre"3 end ~olf months 

s ince July of tho swna yeor; as tt.e Direci;or of the <:enersl Buroou obOut 

two yoors since October of tho s6lllB year , on l then I ·.10s appointed the 

Vioe·l~nistor of Ccn:roerco and Industry in October , 1941· 

With r efer ence to the <)emend anc:l supply condition of rau i;ubbor _of thi 

country, prior to the outbreak of the Paci fic War , as I ~as ~onnec~ed with 

tho uxec.it.1011;1 of policies J>13rtai ning to this particular industrJ co the 

heud of t he Fifth Section of the Provisional Price coordination Bureau end 

0 lso the Director of ~~e Gonerol Bureau, I om in e. position to d9pose as 

foll0\'78 on 11'\Y Oim r cs ponsi bili ty: 

Tho domand for ro.r: rubber in peace time in Japen \705 , a~cording to t h1 I 

r e sear ch JMdo sc!Wtime about 19.37, sair. t o be about 60,000 tons. The rath 

of the denend botueon the civil and tho military (direct ne€d
1

by the 

military) uas roughly 5 to 1 ~nd out of the private dorr.aud , about ono t hir( 

was assi gned for r e - export to tho for6ign countries as a raw 11i3teri3l for 

• the export goods or an c:.<p<>rt to Mlnohurin . 

On account of, honcvcr , tho suddon ru.1'\ cf on ocute course of decline 

ot the foreign cxchcngc condition of Japon oftc.r the yoni· of the outbreak 

ot the China .Affci~s . a nd the Japenese 3ovcrnroont•s policy to strengthen 

tho r ostriction over every import vd goodo one after a11other, the import of 

tho ra~ rubber, thcref or v . also becrur~ difficult . 
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Horrovc:r, as for that demondcd by tho mili t cry , it nos undur sui:h 

circumstances that tho projected quantity by the lni lito.ry sho•.lld pro~e~­
onciolly be secured sinco the 'China .Affairs y:os in progress. So ell the 

shortogo in supv1Y had to be supplemented by a restriction on t he civil 

dennnd. The actual enforced r ote of the constriction in i93e and in 19.39 

woe about 20 per cent of tho private do~nd in peuoo time , ond in 1940, 

it bee~ es much r.s 50 ~ of the volwoo dcmandoc:l by the people. Thus 

the rc.tio bet\7oon tho civil and mi.litury doroonds be;cwno 3 versus l. 

!'ncing such situation, tho J'o.pc.noao .;overMYlnt h:id naturally to .exert 

ovory possible effort so os to cconotdzc thil rubber end execute; such prott. 

strong policies as the prohibition of use of ~tericl in certain kinds , 

ond tho s ueponsion ot the monogoioont for those enterprises whose business 

efficiency is not high, etc. 

In apito of th~ foregoing, tho future prospect ~~s still exceedingly 

dork and thoro ~ero eomo among the government euthoritios concornod qho 

uoro ~.orful lest n serious brookdown might be r esulted fran tho co.use of 

domBnd and supply of rubber alone. should tho condition bo l oft tuitouobod. 

I rocell thot aolm) urgent m:>osurc ~cs froquontly culled for at the govorn-

mont mooting. 
Such sod plight woe rolioved for tho tin¥l ·being by tho imp0rt of e 

groat dool of r an rubbor from Thailnnd ~nd French Indo-Cbino from tho 

s~r to tho l?intor 1941 r.bore 7e had very little import from these 

countrios horntoforo. Thrit is to sey, Tte bod about 20',000 tons oach, 
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)l~ 40,000 tone althogether. importod from Thoiiond oud ·Fz·ench Jn1o-C,~.i,. 
and adding thoso imported from other cowitrios, it \708 totaJ.1-:ifl ..:.bcu-c in..1r 

then 70,000 tons. The incroe•• thus mc do in the import from .Thoi!and wiu. . 

uas u.sod to bo ~.000;~3 , 000 tons ennuallY • uos duo to tho f11'6noio). ogrco· 

mnt r.ith that country, ond tho import of 20, 000 tons frOJL French Jndo-Chi 

which hod none h\thorto uoo beccuao of the Je;.ion French Indo-China TreotY• 

concluded in a.y, 1941· I <Jn er.ore of thO _fact, Mr.ever, that tho import' 

of r oe rubber hosed on thc•o tuo crrong<>n<>~ts cc oo~•d no anell dis•d-

vantage in price and some other pointe, ond roquircd exertion on the port 

of tho finnncial outhoritios in mcking thc'3o arrangements . 

On this J!!;h doy of .:.ugust, 1947 

J.t SlUll~·' s Offico, Ginza 4-Chomo , Tokyo. 

DE:.>ONENl': 3bIIl,j;. , Etsusaburo (monogrr 

I, SHIOB:.R:., Tokiscburo, horoby certify that tho above stot omont \-;as 

\ St10rn by the Deponent , r.ho affixod his signature and seal thereto in tho I 

prosonce of this Witness. 

On the snm::: date 

At tho saioo place 

~itnossz /S/ SliIOB;.Ri., Tokiso.buro (menogro?ll) 
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v.:.TH 

In accorda.nco \":ith rey conscionce 1 :;uocr ";o tel~ t he r.holo truth 

nithholding nothing and adding nothing. 

/S/ SlUIN.·., Etftuscburo (monogram) 
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