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nwSECUTOR~S APfLICATIO~TO \YITBDRAiSt JNDIC1'l\..fF..sI

AGAINST LEONIDAS RUSA'I.J.RA WITHOU'IPJlEmDIC~

The Prosecution respectfully requests, rbat the President g/rant leave to the Prosecutor

£0 withdraw the Indictment against LEONIDAS RUSATmA,

}3ackgroun4,

1. The original Indictment charging Leonidas R1.1SatirE, (The Accused) with genocide

or in the alternative complicity in genocide, crimes against humanity for murder

and extermination and violations of article 3 comrr.on to the Geneva Conventions

and additional Protocol II was confirmed an 1;, April 2002 by Judge L. G.

Williams.

2. A warrant of arrest against the Accused was issued by the Confunring Judge on 12

April 2002. On the basis of this warrant, the Accused was arrested in Brussels, by

the Authorities of the Kingdom of Belgium, whet"( he is still in detention. waiting

for his transfer to Arusna.

3. The present application is made to the President, fudge Navanethem Pillay. since

JUdge L. G. Williams is not on duty, and the present condition of detention of the

Accused does not permit any delay.

4- Evidence obtained in the course of further investi.jlil.tion, against the Accused, bas

'been thoroughly reviewed, As a result. the Prcse; utor has determined that there is

in&llfficient evidence at this time to proceed to tria l against [he Accused.

5. The Prosecutor submits that withdrawal of fur: indietmen; against the Accused

does not preclude the pursuit of the same or other charges against him iJI the

furore, which maybe based on evidence gathered. in the ongoing inve;rt:igatioD_

6. The IequeSt for leave to withdrawal au. indictment is brought under the provisions

of Rule 51 of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence (Rules), which provides thus-



Rule 51 (A) 'The. Prosecutor may withdraw an indictment, wirhHIJ prior leave. at any ti:m.e

before tis conjirmo.ri.Off" but lhereaft'er, until the. initial appearcnce cf the accused bfdOT8 Q

Trial Chamber pursuant to RuJe 62, only with leave of fhe Judge who confirmed it bta, tn

exceptional circumstances, .by leave of ~ Judge assigned by th!1 President. At or aft~.,. $uch

initial appearance an. indicm1enl rna)' only be withdrawn by leave Cra-Tite.d by a Trial Chamber

pursUlUfl to Rule 13

Rule 51 (B) The wirJW.rawal a/the indictmen: shall be prr;.m.ptl;' notified to the suspect or the

accused and to the counsel a/the suspect or accused.

The 'Request

7 . For the reasons set forth above, the Prosecutor is see'lcing for leave to withdraw the

indictment, the warrant of arrest and related orders, agair.st Leonidas Rusatira without

prejudice to the Prosecutor's right to pursue the same or other charges in. the future; and for

any ower consequen~order as the Judge find!' just in the intere: ,t of justice,

'8. The Prosecutor prays for the grant of the Request,

'Dated this 9 August 2002
The Hague
The Netherlands
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Thank you for your cooperation.
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