
;;r.ti•act f1~om a letter of M!lba$sador OTl' - '!'010-0 - ot 15 ~ch, 19.39 
to l~nisterial Director lilEHL 

•••••••• Di the question ot our pret~~mtial treatment in 

China I was abl e to gather trom conversations 1n the J.lb rei gn Ministry 

that Ainbaaaador OSHIMA nae actually t el egraphed r epeatedly in 

accordance i7itn our interests /in Ulserem Sinne/ . Generally I have 

the impression t hat one i s not incl!.nod to ad.mi t ia Vlri t ins the 

pretorential treatment. J.JJ a way out, one is thinking of a de facto 

p~orential t reatment which i s to be confirmed solely by actual 

deeds without 1Jri.tten f1Y.at ~.on , Uo\101;er , t he o.otual deeds offered 

by Japan up to now are not v er-.; enco'.ll'aging ••••• 

Signed CfIT 

COPY toa 

. BUI'eau RAM 

ur.s. POL VIII 

u.s.T.s. W VII 

Dg. POL 

Dg. YI 

signed \imiL 
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AFF1 Dh.VIT 

I, \'/ . f • Cummine , being f j ::st duly svJOrn on oath, depose and say: 

1. That I am an At tache of the United ~ ta t es Department of 
State on the Staff of the United St a t es lolitical Adviser on Ger­
man Affa irs , and as such I am a representative of t he Office of 
JAjlitory Government for Ger many (U.S. ) . Tha t in my capacity as 
above set f orth, I have in my possess i on, custody, and control at 
the Berlin Documents Center, Berlin , Ger many, the original cap­
tured Ge r man For eign rffice files and archives . 

2 . That said original F0reign Office files and archives 
\•:er e captured and obta ined by military forces under the command of 
the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Forces, and upon t heir 
se izure and capture were fi rst assembled by said military forces 
a t a Mili tary Document Center at ~iarburg, Germany, and were later 
moved by authorized personnel of said Allied forces to said cen­
tral documents center , above referred to, and known as the Berlin 
Documents Center. 

3. That I was assigned to said document center at Marburg, 
Ger many, on August 15, 1945; a nd said captured German Foreign 
Off i ce f iles and archives first came into my possession and con­
trol while I was sta tioned at Marburg, Germany, and that there-
a f t m· l he same have continued in my possession and custody and 
under my control . 

4 . That the document to which this affidavit is attached 
is a t rue and cor rect photosta tic copy of an original German 
Foreign Office dot"ument which was captt<red from said German Foreign 
Office files and archives, and whi ch c :? r.ie into my possession and 
custody ~r.d under my control in the manner above set forth . 

5. Tha t said original document , of which the attached is 
a photost a t:c copy, is being held and reta)ned by me in order 
t ha t it may be examined and inspected by various interes ted 
agencie s , and a photostatic copy of sa id original is hereby furn­
ished and certified to because of the unavailability of said 
ori ginal for the reasons above set f orth. 

s/ \'I. P . Cumming 
V/. P. CU~ViING 

Subscribed a nd ew0rn to before ue tt~s ~3rd day of April 1946. 

s/ G. H. Garde 
- G. H. GARDE 

Lt . Colonel, AGD 
Acting h.d j ut ant Genera l 

Off ICE OF fil lLlTARY 
GCVJi;i,Nli i.:J T r 'OH G.IBl •. J1~:Y (U.S.) 

} 
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DOC 40~.2E 

Berlin, 8 rctober 1940 

I inforaled the Japanese Ambassador on 4 October that Vie would like 
to make use ot his offer, tht t Ja;,an could buy raw materials trom Nether­
lands a. st :nidies for us, in excess of hm" own danandB and pass than on to 
U8. Rogarding details of our wishes J haDd.ed him a note with the following 
contents: "3 million reiohsmrk in foreign bills of exohange for tin, 
rubber aDd castor-oil plants• seeds or castor oil. l million reichsmark 
in fore18n bills ot exchange tor about 1, 000 tons of spices. Jn the first 
place infom.ation is requested on the o.uantities that oo.n be clelivm"ed, and 
the ti:.le of delivery. The am:>unts of foreign bills of exchange could be paid 
in full to the working assooiation of the three biagest Japanese businese 
concerns f or a receipt and a declaration of obligation that the goods con­
cerned would be hended over wi thin a period of two nx>nths to the confidant 
on the QelT.l&Il side in J)e.iren (t'anohukuo). Dl the event of a part of the 
goods not being delivered before the expiry of the period of time, the 
firmB promise to pay back the equivalent of the undelivered parts imnediately 
in foreign bills of exchange aooordiDg t o German cb:>ice. • 

The Japanese ~assador promise.d to telegraph my information to his 
goverlltlent. He rmnarf.ed. he would then suggest to his government that on 
a•quiescence of our proposal on its part, it expresses the desire to obtain 
an enlarged market in Germany and the cowitries occupied by Genneny or those 
eoonom1cally dependent on QE.rmany for such Ja~anese ~roducts, \'lhioh Japan, 
due to the reaction to the Tripart ~.te Paot, will probably not be able any 
more t o sell in countries of Fnglish-American influence, t o the previous 
extent . t'ith reg&rd to this I told the AJUbasse.dor that we w:>uld be pleased 
t o examine such wishes. 

( s igned) Vill:Hl 

())pies to, 

st. s. U· Ei; . E· ~l, Pol VIII, DG W, VI VJI with the request to inform 
the depart1Il6Jlts and the Bnbassy in 'l\:>kyo . 

/136434.5/ 

J 

j 
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AFFIDAVIT 

I, VI. I-. Cummine, being fjl's t duly SV!orn on oath, depose and say: 

1. Tha~ I am an Atta che of the United ~ tates Department of 
State on the Staff of the United St a tes rolitical Adviser on Ger­
man Affairs, and as such I am a representative of t he Office of 
Military Government for Germany (U.S.). That in my cppacity as 
above se t f orth, 1 have in my possession, custody, and control at 
the Berlin Documents Center, Berlin, Germany, the original cap­
tured German Foreign Cffice files and archives. 

2. fhat said original Foreign Office files and archives 
were captured and obtained by military forces under the command of 
the Supreme, Commander, Allied Expeditionary Forces, and upon their 
seizure and capture were first assembled by said mili~ary forces 
at a Military Document Center at Marburg, Germany, and were later 
moved by authorized personnel of said Allied fo~ces to said cen­
tral documents center, above referred to, and known as the Berlin 
Documents Center. 

3. That I was assigned to said document center at Marburg, 
Ger many, on August 15, 1945; and said captured German Foreign 
Office files and archives first came into my possession and con­
trol while I was stationed at Marburg, Germany, and that there­
af t er t he s~me have continued in my possession and custody and 
under my control. 

4. That"the document to which this affidavit is attached 
is a true and cor~ct photostatic copy of an original German 
Foreign Office document which was captured from sai~ German Foreign 
Office files and archives, and which came into my possession and 
custody and under my control in the manner above set forth. 

5. Tha t said original document, of which the attached is 
a photostatic copy, is being held and retained by me in order 
t hat it may be examined and inspected by various interested 
agencies, and a photostatic copy of said original is hereby furn­
ished and certified to because of the unavailability of said 
original for the reasons above set forth. 

s / VI. P . Cumming 
VI . P. CUMMING 

Subscribed and sworn to befor e me this 23rd day of April 1946. 

s/ G. H. Garde 
G. H. GARDE 

Lt. Colonel , AGD 
Acting Adjutant Genera l 

OFFICE OF MlLlTARY 
GCV'.i.!:RNlll~NT FOR GSRMANY (U.S.) 
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~oc •. :o. ·~24 .A ?ago 1 

SECRE'r STA~£ AF~A!R 

Dir. F.a. Pol. 102 »~rlin , 28 A~ril 1941 

Wo1·k Pr.;{~r a!':'. for the Ec:momic Subcomr.;isdon of 
The Tripartite Pa ct in Berlin. 

&.
11 

"' 

I) '.i'::e eco!'1c1:1ic a'l4·:uc::1:ission 1-.as the ta.3k of advisint: w.ha t 
can be ci.v:'le 'J~t·,·1een the count!'ies belonging to the Tr~pai·tite Pact 
in ord.er ~o ::iec.t;.re !1\l.~ual sup9ort , espeoia ll:; in the econot1ic field, 
ir. war e.nc_ in th'3 i;icstwar period. It l~rs down the results of its 
deliber ations in -pronoc:il!: tc the TJain comr.'!isaion. The indiviciual 
negotiati.:>ns ncc:&zc::ary fer t: .e cxe~i.ition of the prouORals ?.fter 
theoe ~ve ·oeer. appI oved l ·y U'<J r..e.in Gom.: i ssion, ,,;ill b e conciucted 
directly b et"tee.1 t he particl1·~~1ng gover•!.f:tonts . 

~ 
n) 'i'he f'.lc•-:no:nl c eub1·.isdcn v!lll be c:~arg~e. with exa.L"inin~ the 

possibia ti en ol e.n accoril" and r.n;.tual s u,port a t firr.t in the follow-
i l'l6 fields : 

1) : r1 waging t he comr:.ercia.l and e conomi c war by econotii c 
r.ieasures ( r.1ili t ary mea.~urcs a r e den.l t with by the ruilit11r~r 'tlUbcom­
.::i3sion). 

2) In ';he }Jrocure~ei.t of raw :nc:ltt•ripls. 

3) 1n conr.t r uct:.or. ar•d extennion of _:>J.3n::; for · ::ilitary and 
defense ecor.or".y prt:pa:-P t 1 ons . 

4J in tr.e utEizo.tion ;;.nd extentdon of trade rout e~ . 

5) !n the p~omotion o! e~onoi-ic coobi nations between the 
et ates "oelon; in& to the Tri!Jar'.il '.: o Pact. 

II!) T!:e exar.ln<-tic~n and. -pr.:>'!)csa.1.s are e.t first to include t he 
measur es pr a cticable ru:d nc•;cssar._, f o:- t h'3 ·9eriod of t he pr es ant war . 
but shoul~. a:'..!'"O a lreany new e-;:tend a<J fa:;: f\S possible to tl·.e ·:)repar a--
tions for the 'J?OSt\·!ar pe;-iod. 

IV) In the beginaing tne :posi'li'oilili! es existing between the three 
r."!ain po't.·crs are to b e c:xar.>.cC. , 'but .~ :re~w.:; r,o,., , 'lfl far as it is pos s ible 
ant .. neces""a.r:r. the parti~i9ntio1. cf t !'.e other otates wi:icl1 r.a·;e joined 
tte Trip~rtite Pac~ is to be co~sid~red . 

I nt ernal E~17lru:atio~s 

On 1) to 5) 

On 1) Meant is, for inot~ce , exchanr,o of eccnor.: ic i :1forl:'~tion be­
tween t~e goverru:ients and t~eir ro~reoenvativos i n neutr2l countries , 

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/18669d/



/ 

Doc. llo. 40~4 p.. Page 2 

supervision cf the trade of neutral countrleo with enemy countries, 
control of i ntarfer ence purc~ase~ in neutral cowitries , comnon 
ecot1.onlc p!'e:: t-·..:..·.:a o:i neil.tru·~ co\1r-1.r1~ tJ, eco::lcmic meaoures to deprive 
tho ener.-.:· d 11h~.pp ·:. ::-.6 epac..?, rr.~,,_~,:.~e!j a~o.ins t onom:,· property . connon 
eco11omic c.f>fen~e d/:;ainst f0-:· a::.;,.'\ !!l~nc1:.:6s such as freez ing of credit . 
confiscatilon c:i.' eh:: ~_;:i , etc . d.~~hi3:- j o:t..nt meo.st:rHa f.o!' t.he '~unning 
of t!le erie~~ l'lcd:·b.;;'..P. s.hcu! c. 00 ~k;~ .tt with by •;ho r.iilitary or econooi c 
subcor.'?l'Jist3lon l Eioa!:--,~ to bs C\.a-:1J..,1d. 

On 2 ) Hutt:.a.1 3uppo:-t in the pro~:-ement: of r aw w.a.terials will have to 
e::i;end to :r,t:'cl-2.::il::lg, trons11c•!'tir..p; and fino.r1c:l.ng . RegarC.ir.e; tr.snnport 
T-'easurc::; c:: Lr: ·1::- c rfo . (;). 

On 3) ll.ea"'.lt is :r.~t ·uai t1ansr.:iss i on of pat~nts and licenses , granting 
of technical assic·~a:-ire. pa:-t.~&:-ahips regarding capital . 

On 4) ~·:ea.ac i a: 

a) Q;ueE- ~~. c,n conc~~:.r..inG •ail\1ays , for inf;tance syntonisation of 
necotiatj C!'13 r.·5}-'.1. S0net Ru:.sl. <~ re&ard:!.n~ u.~e cf the Si b erian r a ilway. 
In doir:g th::. s '1 !-.~ ~oepi n.g S(.c :: ;,it of ou~4 er::flr.gements with Russia must 
not be encl.a.11ge4ecL The:.: E.f o:-:-t. j, ltalian prvC\'.r emcnt c f'roc t he Far East 
by the Siberlan r a:tlwa y muat. not come to l~ ght. 

b) Queaticns of shipn:'..n~ . for :'.nstan~e i r.1provement of t i1e J apanes e 
shi1)ping iinet:: to Vladh•cetok, the t:.:ano:1~ort of !'aw material~ fr.o;.1 the 
~et~erland~-Indie~ , Th~lla~~ . Ir.do-China, ~~i Ct.ina to Jq~an ; lat er on 
aloo accord in t~1a opt:.4'a.t:!.on of ths r:ia::.n r~utes of world shipping . 

c) Q.uec;tions r erarci.inr, a~ ~· t~a:lc~;::: t , for. instance establishment 
of the air-1·ouv~ Home- 3E::rlin-Tclqo , lnt..:i.t• o~ a:sc a~cord r egarding t he 
~ain routes of world air trangyort. 

On 5) l·~eant is , f~~ in~tC\n~P. . J'cmov.-il of orr.c!'s and oeasar ec ::i nciering 
or lil'1itin.5 e.xt;:h::tnge o: r;co!i.z. ; cett~n.:; up of principlea for future l oan 
~aci currenc~· policy , E>~c . ':lo pu~ 1,h;) '9 r c-rr.ot ion of CO!!L".1ertial i nter­
course also between the cci.l.-~ ',:-~ eo; ~nrl. a reas U."'lder the de jur e or de f ac ·.r: 
supr e:iacy or t'.1e influe"lce o: G£.r 1:;any, ::: ~A.i~· , and Japan . alr eady no\·r on 
t he order of th~ Jay is not r~::o,;-. encl.1;d , becauce that r:iight lread to tf.0 
di ocussion of q-t1.estions not yet r13)e f ,"J r j•J.<.'\gwi;,nt , as , f or instance , 
i ncor-?or a ticn of the :~etherlR~1d.s Ir.r::. ::i~ in t~e Great East .Asia Spher e , 
direct trade of Gr:!· :~ru:-~- with t he C{.,\;.n'li ... ·.i.es of t.he Gr eat Eaat Asia Si;:>her 'l. 
etc. 
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I, VI. I • Cumming, being fj rst duly S\'/orn on oath, depose and say: 

1. That I am an Atta che of the United States Department of 
State on the Staff of the Unit.ca States Jolitical Adviser on Ger­
man Affairs, and as such I am a represent&tive of the Office of 
r .. Ulitury Government for Germany (U.S.). That in my capacity as 
above set f orth, 1 have in my possession, custody, and control at 
the Berlin Documents Center, Derlin , Germa~y , the original cap­
tured German Foreign Cffice fil es and archives . 

2. That said original Foreign Office files and archives 
were captured and obtained by military forces under the command of 
the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Forces, and upon their 
seizure and capture were first assembled by said military forces 
at a Military Document Center at Marburg, Germany, and were later 
moved by authorized personnel of said Allied forces to said cen­
trgl documents center, above r eferred to, and known as the Berlin 
Documents Center. 

3. That I was assigned to said document center at Marburg, 
Ger many, on August 15, 1945; and said captured German Foreign 
Office files and archives first came into my possession and con­
trol whil e I was stationed at Marburg, Germany, and that there­
af t er t he same have continued in my possession and custody and 
under my control. 

4. That the document t o which this affidavit is attached 
is a true and co~rect photostatic copy of an original German 
Foreign Office document which was captured from said German Foreign 
Office files and archives, and which cume into my possession and 
custody and under my control in the manner above set forth. 

5. Tha t said original document , of which the attached is 
a photos t a t i c copy, is being held and retained by me in order 
t hat it may be examined and inspected by various interes ted 
agencies, and a photostatic copy of said original is hereby furn­
ished and certified to because of the unavailability of said 
original for the reasons above set forth. 

s / VI . P. Cumming 
VI . P. CUMMING 

Subscribed and sworr1 to bef ore me thj s ?.3rd day of April 1946. 

s/ G. H. Garde 
~ G. H. GARDE 

Lt . Colonel , AGD 
Acting Ad jutant General 

OFFICE OF MlLlTARY 
GCVEHW.1~NT F'OR G3RluANY (U.S.) 
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