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President Bush: Geneva 
Conventions do not apply to 
Al Qaeda. Taliban are not POWs.  
Both are unlawful combatants.  
[Bush Memo, 2/7/02]4

Torture only committed
if pain caused is equivalent to 
that associated with organ failure.  
[Bybee Memo, 8/1/02]5

Persons protected by the 
Geneva Conventions may be 
transferred out of Iraq. 
[Goldsmith Memos, 10/03 and 
3/19/04]7

“[T]he war against terrorism… renders obsolete Geneva’s 
strict limitations on questioning of enemy prisoners.”
[Gonzales Memo to the President, 1/25/02]1

Torture of Al Qaeda and 
Taliban not a war crime 
because they are illegal 
combatants. [Yoo Letter, 8/1/02]6

CIA asks Gonzales for legal justification for 
harsh interrogation tactics (07/02)2 and 
detainee transfers out of Iraq (10/03-3/04).3

Afghanistan. Scores 
of abuses and homicides, 
including physical torture, 
sexual humiliation, use of
dogs and severe beatings. 
M.I. unit (519th) from 
Afghanistan transfers 
to Abu Ghraib in Iraq.9

DOD Working Group report
recommends 35 interrogation techniques --
including forced nudity, use of dogs,
sleep deprivation and forced grooming –
and excerpts portions of torture memos 
verbatim.  [DOD Working Group, 4/4/03]8

Rumsfeld authorizes interrogation policy --
24 techniques adopted, including:
sleep deprivation, dietary manipulation,
isolation, exposure to severe temperatures.
[Rumsfeld Memo, 4/16/03]12

Guantanamo. Scores of torture and abuse allegations: “humiliating acts, 
solitary confinement, temperature extremes, use of forced positions,” loud 
and continuous noise, and beatings reported by Red Cross.15 FBI reports
of food deprivation and the use of dogs to intimidate detainees.16

Lt. Gen. Ricardo S. Sanchez, in Iraq, 
adopts Guantanamo interrogation 
techniques and determines some 
prisoners unlawful combatants, not 
protected by Geneva Conventions. 
[9/14/03]14

Iraq. Scores of documented acts of torture and abuse, 
including dozens of homicides, death threats, electrocutions, 
sexual abuse, use of dogs, isolation and beatings.17

CIA transfers at least one dozen 
detainees out of Iraq since 3/04.  
Up to 100 ghost detainees 
kept from Red Cross.11

Maj. Gen. Miller gives Guantanamo detainee policy to Lt. Gen. Sanchez; 
techniques thereafter migrate to Abu Ghraib.13

Secret Detention 
Locations.  CIA and 
Joint Forces employ 
waterboarding, 
feigned suffocation, 
denial of medication 
and beatings in 
interrogations.10
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