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Plea - Finding

VIOLATION OF THE LAWS AND US/ISES' OF- WAR 
in that they at TARIK Island, TRUK, on or 
about 26 Aug 1944 did ill-treat BASROii TA^A 
and TOI.I, natives of. .the. Gilbert Islands and 
ALOYSD, a native of. Uauru b y  .tying" and 
by beating* them."

. All ' 
accused 
not .

• guilty

. Accused UELvO/ and 
OHASHI both' guilty of 
the charge with the 
exception of the words 

. u.by .tyihg^;11 
' 'Remaining accused 
not guilty.* .

Precis of Evidence: 1* The evidence for the prosecution was documentary and
consisted of written statements nade b y  the natives referred to in the charge 
and written reports of -tho interr6gation of each of»the accus'ed. The substance 
of the evidonce for the prosecution was to the effect that some rice has been 
stolon from a Japanese store on TARIX ISLAND. The natives named in the charge 
were mainly employed on Japanese farms and the airfield at FAROM and the 
Japanese after interrogation alleged that the native BAERON had stolen some 
rice and theyarrested him and the other natives. The other natives denied that 
they took any part in the theft. They were arrested b y  the accused UJI'O and 
OHASHI and their wrists were tied with a rope which v/as thrown over a branch 
of a tree and pulled tightly until the natives could just touch the ground with  
their toeg. They wore beaten by the accused UENO and OHASHI with dummy swords 
and sticks and romained tied to the branch of the tree from about 1300 lirs 
0800 hrs and during that period they wero continually questioned. At 0300 hrs
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they were taken to the accused TOLIIOKA and_S)g>JI v/ho were the 
Japanese civilian Administrators responsible rrorleAl=r control of 
the natives on the Island. These accused conducted further 
investigations and administered further beatings. They also 
compelled the nativos to remain in a standing position for 24 hours 
without food or water.

2. Each of the accused gave evidence in their defGnce.
The accused YAMAGISHI HAYASHI and TSUCHIDA denied that thoy took 
any part in the ill-treatment of the natives as alleged. In regard 
to the other four accused the defence alleged that the punishments 
were lawfully imposed after proper summary investigations in 
accordance with the regulations made by the Japanese for the 
control of natives of occupied territories.

3. !The defence that the accused TOLIIOKA and SYOJI as being 
responsible for civil administration and In consequence were 
entitled to mete out punishment to the natives was sustained.
In the case of the accused UE1T0 and OHASHI it was contended by 
the proaecution that as the natives wore not under their control 
the punishment was unlawful.
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