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MILITARY COURTS FOR THE TRIAL OF WAR CRIMINALS

D.J.A.G’s Case No..19/823..........ccn.
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CHARGES

Charge CUdITTING VAR CRIWE in that they near CASSELLE PRUSSANA, ITALY, on 6
January 1945 in violation of the laws and usages
of war were concerned in the xilling of 6846387
Rii'lemsn P, CHARMAN, The King's Royal Rif'le Corps.
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Gondral Report of tho Prococdings of a lilitary Court. . - 16171/19/A=3
' Hcld at BOLOGIA on 11- =42 Fob L6 for the trfolaof= -

Romano MARTELLO
Rino .FAGGIANL.
Luigi BELLINI

Charged with CQMMITTING A WAR CRIME \ J5 ¢
in that they
rcar CASSELLE PRESOANA, ITALY, - 6 Jan 45, in violation
of the laws and usages of war were concerned on the killing
of 6846387 Rfn P. CHAPMAN, K.R.R.C.

Ploz ; All Accused; Not Guilty.

UTION. The Prosecutor made an opening address, setting out
briefly the facts of the case. From Sep 43 to Jan L5
CHAPMAN, an escaped P,W. lived in the province of VERONA,
wearing civilian clothes and participating actively in the
partisan movement. For some time he lived at the house of
Maria ROSSINI, and was well known to Angelo ZORZI, both
witnesses for the prosecution,

On 6 Jan L5 the throc accused, youths and members of
the 22nd Black Brigade at VERONA, were ordered by the: .
Command:ht of this Brigade to go out in search of an English
escaped PW.,  lNear the crossroads at CASSELLE the accused
encouiitersd CHAPMAN who was riding & b cycle. They called
on him to stop, and vossibly fired a shot into the air;
CHAPMAN stopped cnd standing astride his bicgycle reised his
hands in surrender. The three accused approached CHAPMAN,
one standing in front of him and one at each side; CHAPNAN
made no movement to resist but nevertheless one of the accused,
all of whom had rifles, fired a shot into CHA™MAN'S head at
a range of thirty centime‘res; the victim fell to the ground
whereupon the other two accuscd fired a shot into his body.

1st WITNESS :~ Angelo ZORZIL

Witness, a medical student, ™ cw CHAPMAN; her ’ather was
head of the C.N.L. in the +illege and in Dec 44 CHAPMAN
became a group leader, He dressed din civilian clothes, wore
a beard end noubtache, and went about under an Italian
pseudonym. Witness last saw CHAPMAN alive on 4 Jan L6,

On 8 Jan 46 she ! saw the body of CHAPMAN in the mortuary
at CASSELLE PRESSANA there was an entrance wound on the lef't
side of the forechead and an exit wound on the right side,
the wound having becn caused by a heavy celibre bulle®

fired at & very close range. The arms were outstr.tohed in
rigor mortis and it was the opinion of the witness that
CHAPMAN had 1adlon to $he ropnd in that wqye

In oross examination witness said CHAPMAN spoke excellent
Italian,

2nd WITNESS :- Maria ROSSINI

Witness was CHAPMAN's fiancee, she last saw CHAPMAN alive on
the evening of 5 Jan 46 ; he was not armed,
In cross examination witness stated that CHAPMAN never came
armed to her house, nor were arms kept there for him.

3rd WITNESS :- /ntonio CRESTON.
Witness corroborated the fucts of the case as set out in the

Prosecutors opening address. He related secing MARTELLO
2/¢sfire & shot
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fire a shot into the left side of CHAPMIN's head at about a
yard rangc; CHAPMIN had his hands up and had made no attempt
to resist or ebcapes The other two accused then caph fired
a shot into his body as it lay on the ground,
In cross examination witness stated he was two or three yaxds
away when the incident took placej

Other~vi‘nodnos * corroborated the facts as set out by the Prosecutor.

The statements of M/RTELLO, F.GGIANI ond BELLINI were
produced to the Court, MIRTELLO claimed that after CH/PMAN
had been stopped he (M.RTELLO) searched him and saw a revolver
in a holster; CHAPM/N struck at him and reached for his
revolver, whercupon F.GGI/NI fired. CHAPIUN continued to
fight whereupon M/RTELLO fired, hitting him in the stomach.
Subsequently a Germen car arrived and J..RTELLO was ordered
by a German officer to shoot the wounded man, which he did,
shooting him with a revolver in the left forchead,

FiGGIANI agreed that he had fired the first shot and
corroborated the remainder of MIRTELLO's statement,
BELLINI related seeing M.RTELLO secarca CH/PLN and how he
struck ocut at MARTELLO and went for his gun., FAGGIANT fired
and the Englishman fell to the ground; while on the ground
hc pulled a pistol from his pocket whereupon MARTELLO shot
him, BELLINI was then sent to fetch the Comiandant.

The Defence.

1st WITNESS := MIRTELLO

Witness stated that their orders were to capture an English
partisan who was armed and dangerous. He corroborated his
previous statement except that he stated that -he' took his
rifle from his shoulder to shoot CH.PILUN, after he had been
shot by FAGGIANI and was reaching again for his gun, (In his
statement MARTELLO had claimed that he had not unslung his

rifle) 3
2nd WITNESS i~ FAGGIANI ;

In oross examination witness agrced that he had fired the
first shot.

3rd WITNESS ;= BELLINI

In cross examination witness stated that he did not sec
CHAPMAN put his hand in his pocket before he was shot(In
his statement handed to the Court BELLINI claimed that
CH/PMUN struck at MIRTELLO and put his left hand in his left
coat pocket,)

The Prosecutor addresscd the Court, submitting that great
reliance should be placed on the testimony of intonio CRESTON,
and pointing out the circumstances of the shooting.

The Defending Officer and the Defending .dvocate addressed
the Court, submitting that the accused had been congistant
in cross examination and that the prosecution witnesses were
inconsisfomt and unreliable, The accused used only what force
they considered necessary and were acting on what they thought
to be a legal order., CHIPM.N was a dangerous man and the
shooting arose only out of his owm resistance. BELLINI was
not present when M/RTELLO shot CHAPMIN on the orders of the
German Officer.

The Court found all accuscd guilty,

Witnesses .. .. as to the good character of the accused
werc called, all stressing the extremc youth of the accused,
their bad enviromment and the good pay offered in the Black

Brigade,
3/+.. The Court
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Tho Jourt sentenced cach agaused to 10 years imprisomncnt.

The acoused gave notice of their intention to petition against

the sentence of the Court,

The finding and sentence of the Court were confirmed by Major
Genoral C.A.HEYDMAN G,0.C. lo 2 District on 14 March L6,




