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A secret record of Jp. renovation movements, Aug. '38, written for
the section for the maintonance of public pence of the Bu. of Police Af-
fairs of the ppme Minisiry, classified as sevret. An official document
of the ipme Ministry. Excernts pp. 143 - 146,

The Cch.rry Soriety ("Sakura-kaiv) 1938

The cherry Sosic’'y 1s an organirzation which has had greet influence
on the Maroch meidi.au and the Ocetober ineidant, as well as up to the
present time, and we vhscr've in its menhership 1ist the names of persons
who now hold import:onl poe®s in the various departments of the ministry.
According to the pears.uanl rote of Lt. Jol. Kiyoshl TANAKA, one of the
leading members of *the Chexr:y Society, the (nature of the organization)
is roughly as follows;

In the midst of the ebove-nienti-ned agiteted state of the domestic
situation during the first ten days of September 1930, about a score of
persons, under the sponsorship of Axtillery Lt. Col. (Kin) HISHIMOTC of
the Arny General Staff Hoadquerters, It. (ol. (Yoshi) SLKITA of the War
Ministry end (Sue) HIGUCHI of the Garrison Headquarters, met at the
Army Club ("Kaikosha+) and decided to csteblish e resecrch organization
on the internal reorganization of the country. Ilater the naome Cherry
Secicty vas given to this orgeuization. 7Tts platform vas drafted by Lt.
ol, Kiyoshi TAN:KA, and the purport of iis estoblishment was cs follows;:

Furpose: This sciiety hes as its ultimate ob jective national
recrganization. If necessary for the attainment of
this ob jecvive, the socieby is recdy to use aimed
force.

Membership: The membership shall be limited to army officers
on the active list with the rcnk of licutcnant colonel
or below who are concerned asbout national reorganiza-
tion ani heve no selfish motives,

Preparaticns for the achievement of the objective:

(1) Evary means shall be employed to infuse in the
nevional army officers the necessity for a
actional reorganization,

(2) The expansion and strongthening of the society's
nembership (cbeut 105 merbers by May, 1931)

(3) The dwting of a concrete plen for national
reorganizucion.

Thus in Januery, 1931, the work of drafting a conerete plan was
begun, and Lt. Cols. SAKATA, NEROTO, HASHIMOTC and TAN/KA and Captains
Cll0 and (Ya) TANAKA were chosen as committee members.
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vhen we reflect on these various faets with an unselfish feeling, we
feel ashamed over our blindness and cxtreme thouzhtlessness in regard to
the situation prevciling et that tirc.

we shall have nothing to sey even if we are said to have had devoted
ourselves solely to the controlling of Cormmunism &nd to hove isolated our-
selves from the tides of the times, At thnt time, there were rumors that
& new start in politilcs wes to be mede, or th-t sore people of the Socirl
Demceratic rarty were toing to organize a sociely within the military.
but ve almost had no int.ntions of investimating into them, and of finding
out wly such stuiics were boing made, and so we hed been indiffccent to the
great tide of the times. In thinking it over, it seems that the health
econdition of premicr HAL.GUCHI had been the main problem in those days.

Mpreover, the juidgeiint of situation by the 2nd Section of the Army
General Staif in SHOWA 5 (1930) was beginning to obtain unprecedented
decisions. T other words, the judgement of situation by the 2nd Section
of the Army Genernl Staff in the past had been solely for contributing to
war operations with only the enemy nations in mind. Fowever, since this
year, they have comc to the eonclusion that, in order to settle the Man-
churian and Mengolicn problems positively, it is inevitable that our
nation should first bo reczonstructed, so we shzll go on with the recon-
struetion.

of course, this w=s cttributable to thec fact that there hed been such
influenticl nen invelived, like Lieutenant-Mblonel HASHIMNOTO, (Russian
group), Lieutenant-Colonel NEOTO, (Chincse group), and many mcrbers of
the Cherry Society, but T fcel that it should heve been fully recognized
at that time thnt the general trend within the military had already come
to this point,

Moroover, eleven young officers, redicals among the members of the
Cherry Society had met at Knikocha on the 17th of July the seme year, amd
hed orgenized & Minor Cherry Society. Therc is a rumor that the merbers
f this society were fifhy-three persons including Me jors CHO, MIY/ZIKI
and TERADL, cnd Tieubenant TANAKA,






