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A secret record of JD.p . renovation move!:l8nts . Aug. 138, written for 
the section fC1r t he rmir.Lt .,nance of public peoco of the Bu. of "Police J..f­
teirs ot t he }J)me t~inist:-y , class i fied as scurot . An official document 
ot the H>mc Ministry . EXccrpta pp . 143 - 146. 

The Ch~rry so~iety (•Sakura-kai • ) 1938 

The Cherry so~it.: y is an orgnn:i 7fltion wM oh has had greet infl\l.enoe 
on the ?~oh ].llcid .... : o; ar..C. :.ae ~tob1;;1· in cm~ <!n t , as rJell cs llp t o the 
preaont time, a.-.<: >id ... ~.sl..::·1e in its mer..:w:•f>hi p !is~ the nemes o f. parsons 
nho now hold impo:- '.·. ~-~~ ~~ :- '1 !.n thG v:u·ious ~apartments of the ministry. 
Aocord1Jl8 t.o the pei·a ... ltll r.otEl of Lt . \))1, Kiy·.H:Jh l. TANIJCA, o~e of the 
leading rrlembors r;.f the Cl:l~!·y soci ety, th6 (nature of the or ganizat ion' 
is r ouatUy as f ollor.s: 

])l t he midst of the a!><>7e-nentj ._ .1od OBit etod state of the domestic 
situo.tion dur ing the firs~ ton dayf> of eoptembar 1930 , about a scor e ot 
porsons . under t he sponsor ship of A:."t illory Lt .. Col. (Kin) HJ,SHn~o of 
tho ArmY General sto.!'f H3adquarters , Lt. C):>l. (Yoshi) Sl..KJ:rA of the War 
Ministry am {sue) HIGur.::rr of the Garrison lt>adquarters , met at the 
J..;raq Club {'K.nikosba• ) and decided to cst eblish a rt:.se&.rch organization 
on t he intcrnnl r eorganization of the coUlltry. Lo.tar the nume Olerry 
Sr,;cicty ras givan t o this orgmlbation. :rts platform \";US dro.f'tod by Lt. 
C):>l. Kiyoshi ~. o.nd the PUI'Po:-t of Hs es t cblishr.ient zs r s f ollows: 

~ose: This sc ~·i ety hes as its ult imat e ob jective national 
rec.rgan.i.zation . If necossory f or the attoinm€.llt of 
this obje~ ~ ive , the society is r eedy t o use a1med 
force . 

~ership: The Ine!:lbership shall b o limited to army officers 
on the adivc llst m th tho re.Ilk of licutcru:n'w colonel 
or bolo\7 i;ho or& concerned about ootioool r eorganiza­
t ion en.1 hc.ve ro selfish m t ives . 

preparations for t:he ach:i.evement of the objective: 
{1) EVv:t•y !"'~ans ahall 1'e erlpl oyod to infuse in the 

ru:tional arm,y of fic<:a's t ho necessity f or a 
~~t iona! r eorganizotion. 

(2) The expansion and st:rongthening of the society•s 
rnc.mberotip {o.beut 105 merl>o:rs by ?,Jay, 19.31) 

(3) Th€. dl;'tl ... ~ing of a concrete plcn for national 
r eorgo.ui21.r.;ion. 

Thus i n Janue.l"'.f , l 931 , the u,1:..~k o f drafting 3. concrete plan t7as 
begun, and Lt. cols . SJIAAU. , l\11!1.IOTO, HiwSIIJMO'l'O and TJ.Nl.KA and eoptains 
CIIO and {Ya) TbN.b.lSi~ na:re "'ho sen as col:lnUtee members . 
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When ue reflec·r, on ti~c.sA vc.rious facts \7ith on unselfish feeling , ne 
feel ashamed ovor onr blindneso &:ld cxtrorr.o t hou3htlessness in regard to 
tho si~uation prev~. iling at ~ho-; t ir v. 

~e shall hBvc nothing t o scy C\"~n if no nr o ~aid t o have had devoted 
ourselves solely t o the controlling of Conrnuniom end t o hove isolated our­
sol vcs from the t Ldos of the t 1mes . .t..t thnt t 1mo . there ·.:ore rur:r:n-s that 
o now start in pol it .:.•.•s ·.7as to be nnd o, or t h,. t oor.o pc.op le of tho Soo ic.l 
Do~cratic "Party \':'ore tr::int; t o orgo.nize a aocie!i:/ l':ithin tl-.e military. 
but r:o ol.m:>st had no int .ntions of invcs+. ~e.ting into them, and of finding 
('tUt \".l'(Y' such s t ui ' u:: oora b~ing m de, and so ro had boQn indiffc.rent to the 
crcnt tide of the. t:i.'lles. :rn t h inking it ovor, it :>eol'!l3 that t he heol th 
oonclition of Premier Hl.i.~,·.ouCHI had been the rn::iin problem in tlx>se days. 

?Jt>reover • the juigc;..:c:nt of s ituu tion by the 2nd Sect ion of the /J'ff!3 
Oenero.l Staff in Si<:mA 5 (1930) r.ao bcginniDS to obtain unprecedented 
dcoiaior.s. In ot:1er nords, the judgeucnt of situation by the 2nd Section 
of the ~DY Genera l St &ff in the past hnd beo:i solely for contributing to 
wor operations nith on1J tho or.vcy nations in mind. H:>wover , since this 
yoar , they ho7e como t o the OO:lclusion the.t, in order to settle the Man­
ohurbn arn J~ngolk.n prc~lens posit t 'lely , it !.s inevitable tha t our 
nntion should first b o re~oru::tructcd , so we shc.11 go on with the recon­
struct i on. 

Of course . this ;-es cttributable to tho fnct thnt there h£.d been such 
influentia l men j nvclv~d. like tieutonant-Cbloncl H/.sHD~OTO. (Russian 
group) , tieutenant-O:>loncl !'~mo , (Chinose group), ond many mCl".l>ers of 
t ho (llorry society, but J f..:eil that it should !1.l'vo been fully r ecognized 
ot that tiLle tbr.t t ho general t r end 11ithin the mili tory 1'.ad already oome 
t o this point . 

M::>roover , elevon you.~ of~icers . r edioals among the I!'.eDbers of the 
Cherry Society ho.d net at KPikof:hD. c,n tho 17th of JUly the s c.mc year , aal 
had oraanized c. Minor Cherry Soc i ety . There is o ru::ior th?. t the :0€.r..bars 
;;f t hic society \;ere f if';y-thrce persons including Me jors CHO , 1iifJ:zJJU 
und TERJ\Dl. , end l~ieu tenant TAN/.KA. 




