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I, Lieutcnant Gooffrey Cadzo Hamilton of the 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Scots and whosc home address is at Hertford, South Downe Roed,
Hele in the county of Chester, make oath and say as followei-

I vas taken prisoncr by the Japancse at Hong Kong on the 25th
December 1941 and I vas kept at two prisoner of war cemps, Shamshuipo
and Argyle Stroct until Scptember 1942,

e I vae embarked with the second draft of Prisoners of war at Hong
Kong on the 25th Scptember 1942 on the Jepanese steamer S,S.'Lisbon Maru
The prisonere werc under the charge of a Jepanese by the name of Lieut,
Wada, vho vas teking & total of 1,816 officers and ORe from Hong Kong tg
Japan,

3. The prisoners of war were accommodated in three holds. The Royal
Navy werc in No, 1 Hold in the fore part of the ship; the 2nd ‘Bn. Royal
Scots and the 1st Bn, Middlesex Regiment and other small units were in
the °nd hold in front of the bridge and the other prisoners were
acconmodated in No, 2 Hold, which wes aft and they were chiefly R.A.
pPrisoncrs of war, I was in No. 2 Hold. There vere also on board some
2,000 Japanese troops who were returning home. In No. 2 Hold there was
not enough room for all the men to 1lie down at the same time and each
unit had a separate area and worked out the eleeping arrangements for
themselves. The food on Yoard wae adequate according to prisoner of war
standards, This comprised rice and tea in the morning, Rice and a
quarter of a tin of bully-beef and a spoonful of vegetables in the
evening. ‘e were

vater for veshing,

certain prescribed intervalse,

80 up there and queue for the latrin

4. At about 0700 hours on the 1st October 1942 we were waiting in the
hold for the morning roll call. Suddenly I heard a loud explosion and
the ship stopned and the lights w We did not know what had
heppened but a fey men vho were out on deck at the time were sent back
into the hold and sentries were placed by the hatch to prevent anyone
None of the prisoners of war on the ship were hurt
it wvas caused by a torpedo that
The troope in the hold remained
there wae no panic, Ye heard the forvard 3-inch gun
fire seversl times and a little later I heard the sound of Japanese
Planes overhesd and there vere a number of explosions vhich we took to
be depth charges. About two or three hours later

» but the Japanese
issued that
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morning and nothing havpened for sbovt 14 hours, It was some time after
dark that the Japanese began to batten down the hatch. Lieut.col.
Stewart of the let Middx. who vas the senior Dritish officer on board,
requested that at leesst one daulk of timber bYe left so that we might
get a little air into the hold, but the Japanese who were on deck and
battening down the holds took no notice of this request and all the
hatches were tarpaulined over the top and the whele lot roped down.
There was no other means of exit from tke hold and as there was no inlet
of air, conditions, owing to the large number of men in the holde and
the absence of latrine accommodation, became rapidly worse. Someone
managed to comrunicate with prisoners of war in No. 1 held by tapping
on the bulkhead and aleo with No. 3 hold by word of mouth along some
sort of vent. Conditions in No. 1 hold were similar to ours, but
conditions in No. 3 hold were much worse for it vas making water and the
prisoners had to man the pumps. It was stated that men wor¥ing on the
pumps soon lost consciousness owing to the extreme heat and lack of air.
A man could only do sbout eix etrokes at the punp defore fainting. In
No. 2 Hold where I was, although sir corditions vwere simllarly bad, wa
could remain conscious by lying flat and avoiding any exertion. FNo. 1
Hold reported that two men had died and I believe that they wero dyph-
theria patients. Lieut. Potter who wes ncting as our interpreter, made
repeated requeets for air and water or for an interview with Lisut. Wada
and all his requests were refused, The Japanese interpreter Nomura, when
asked for water by someone from o, 3 Hold, pessed down a bucket of urine
I vas told this afterwards by one of the survivors from No. & Hold.
During the night we heard a ship come alongside and some of the Japanese
soldiers being disembarked to it. I believe that all the Japanese troops
were taken off this time because later I saw no Japanese on board the
'Lisbon Maru'. The 'Lisbon Maru' was subsequently taken in tov by
another vessel and we could hear the ripoling of tne water against the
phtos of the lhlpo

5. On the morning of Octcber 2nd 1942 approximately 24 hours after the
torpedo had struck the chip the eir 4in No., 2 Hold vas dangerously foul,
The ship wae stovred and suddenly gave a lurch and it became evident that
she was going to sink. As all requests to the Jepanese had been refused
for air and water, Lieut. col. Stewart bad authorised a mmall perty to
try and brecak out of the hold with a viev to asking the Japanese to give
us a chance to swim, and men with long carving knives and dinner knives
had been placed near the hatch ready to break out vhen Col. Stewart gave
the word., On Col. Stewart's order some of the men pushed their knives

I between the timber above them, cut the ropes, slit the cenvas terpeulin
and pvehed some of the timber on one side. Through this cpening Lieut.

l Howell of the R.A.S5.C., Lieut Potter, the interpreter,and one or two
others climbed on to the deck and welked slovly tovards the bridge asking

* in Jepanese for an inteiview with the cavtain., The Japanese guards
opened fire and seriously wounded Lieut., Potter (and he subsequently died
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| therefron)., The others returned to the hold and revorted to Lieut.col.

Stevart thet the ship was very low in the water and wae evidently abou%
Yto sink., After thcse men had returned to the hold the Japanecs earie
crme up to the opening and fired their rifles a couples of time i1°%u e
‘hold. Lieut. Baird received a scratch from a richochet and I was =lighi
ly wounded in the shoulder. Almost immediately the ship gave anoihar
lurch and settled by the stern and water bagan pouring into our held
through the hole in the hatch., I found out later that the stern »esl
settled on a sand-bank while the bows and a third of the ship remeined
sticking out of the water for about an hour.
6. As soon as the ship settled the men stationed at the hatech cut the
ropes and the cenves tarpaulin and forced away the balks of timber. The
remninder of the prisoners of var were formed into queues and climbed
out of the hold in orderly fashion. No. 1 and No, 3 Holds droke out at
the s~me time as No. 2 Hold but many of the men in No. 3 hold which waa
aft were trapred by the water and drowvnod before they could get out.

7. “hen wc emerged on to the deck the Japanese opened fire on us from
ships vhich vere stending by and they continued to fire at the men after
thoy had plunged over the side into the vwater. Yhen I came on deck
there vere no Japanese on our ship at all, but I understand that at the
becinning when the first men came out there were some helf dozen Japanee
there. all the surviving men from the various holds manasged to climbe
up or were heuled on to the deck =nd about half of them had life Jaokor
and thoy jumped overboard, About three or four miles avay 1 saw some
islands and towards these islende a swift current was running. There
were about four Japenese ships standing by but these eppeared as
inhospitable as the rocky islande for they refused to pick up anyone oyt
of the water at the beginning. They had ropes dangling over the eide,
but eny men who tried to climd them were kicked back into the vater. 1
struck out for the islends to start with but after about half en hour I
snv that the Japanese policy had changed end that they were beginning %«
pick our men up and so 1 turned and swam for one of the Jepanese ships.
One of the Japanese threw me & rope and some of our men helped me Yp.
Some of our men managed to reach the islands, but many were lost on the
rocky coast. There were a number of Chinese junks and sempans about
which had come from the islands. Theee picked up seversl of our men an(
the Chinese treated them with great kindness, giving them food end
clothing from their meagre supplies and looked after them until Japanes«
lending perties ceme to recover them. The ship that picked me up was a
small patrol vessel and carried on with ite patrol for sbout three days
after which it put into Shanghai, where the survivors on board were
landed. There all recovered prisoners vere gradually essembled on the
quay side. Many of the survivors wer: completely naked and most ‘of ue
only had shorts or a shirt{ ‘e all suffered greatly from cold. During
the time I was on the patrol vessel we were kept on deck under &
terpaulin which leaked badly and food consiated of four hard-tack
biscuits and two small cups of vatered milk per day with a bowl of soup
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52 (6% third cay. Two men dled during this tize and the cold mmd the
exposure had & sericus effect on our letor health,

dock at Shanghai aad a roll-ceil was tukon. Altogother 970 snewered
their nemes, thus there wes 845 missing, tut of these ve later learned
that some half dozan bed nmennged to eccape with the assistance of the
Chinese. Eech man wes given e cordurvy jrcket nrnd trousers, one shirt,
one pair of undmrpants end one oalr of encks and mest of these items of
clothing lator proved to convain iice exod, Yo footweer was iesuod nor
wes a change of shirt or unicrclothirsg previael, Uhirty-five cf the
vorst ceses of dysentery verc left ai Saaugiei and the remaining 95
vere embarked on the S.5. 'S/IWJET MAT' in vhich we were traneported to
Jepan and dispersed baiween KCBL Caup end 03:Ki Camp and some of the sick
prisoners were sent to KOKURA end HIROSHIVA, It appeared to me that,

and to the other survivore, the Japanese intended to drown all the
British priscners of war on hoard and mesnt to say that the ship hed sunk
instanteneously, giving them no tine to effect reacues. This version was
in fect reported in the Nipvon Times vhich I myself read, it being a
Japenese sponsored English languesge nevsbepers In my opinion every man
on board could have been saved had they been taken of{ the ship at the
time vhen thc Japanose soldiers were transferred to the other ship stend-
ing by during tone night. Fev would have escaped if the stern of the ship
hed not settled on the sandbenk; this gove tine for many of the men to
get out, So far as I understend the LISBON MARU wes not marked in any
way to indicnte that she carriesd prisorers of wer end in fact was in
every vay similar to an ordinary armed trensport vessel. The Japanese
endeavourcd to get Rritieh survivors to denounce the americans for having
gunk tne ship deliberately knowing thrt there wern prisoners of war on
board, tut no British vould egrece to this absurd contention., In my
opinion the Japanese would not have chenged their policy of picking up
eurvivors if they had not odeerved that lerge nunbers were bteirg picked
up by the Chinese in their Junks and seapens, The only two versons that
I Xnow by name vho were in a responsinle position were Tieutenant Yada
and the interpreter Norurr. 1 only e~ Tieutenant Wada on one occasion
and doubt if I would be abls to racognise him new. I should be abis to
recognise the inierpreter Nomura i7 I eav hinm.

s
‘ 8. By October 5th all survivirg officers rnd men were essembled on the

J

S W 03N at Choster in the

County of Chester this sixth G. C. HANITMOT
day of March 1946.

Before me,
(szd)
Major, lesal Staff,
¥ilitary cpwtient,
Judge advocate General's Q:7fice.
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