
pocm2n' ro. 5191. 

n · T"!E z:.TT:R OF Tm:: IlJ..-TnE;.Ti : r r OF ID!':'!~! 
nrson::R& OF ·:· • .R o;1 BO, s .s 'USBON 1: 

Britiah Uationol Office Chur£.,o l 'Oi • ... , , " 
• \'JJlifed N'..it ionn '"'Ur cril tO~ corr .. fos i on Refor uhCui-

r 
I 

--- - .. 
I, Lieutenant Geoffrey Ca.dzo Hamilton of tho 2nd Battalion, Tho 

Royal Scots and whoso home address 11 at Hertford, South Downe Road, 
Halo in tho county of Chester, make oath And eay 88 follows:-

1. l was t nkcn prisoner by the J npanoeo at Hong Kong on tho 25th 

' December 1941 and I was kept at two prhoner of war cempa, Shamahuipo 
and Arayle Street until September 1942. 

2. I was cmb"lrkod with the second draft of prhonera of var at Hong 
Kong on the 25th Sept ember 1942 on the J r.pane ac steamer S.S. 1Liabon Mal"\.l 
'l'hc prisoner s W<>r t· under th<' cha rBe of a Japanoae by the name ot Lieut. 
~Inda, ,.,ho '18s teking e total of 1,816 officers and ORe from Hong Xong t~ J ap'lll . 

3. 'l'he prisoners of war wer e accommodated in three holds. 'l'he Royal 
NAvy wer e i n No. l Hold in the fore Pllrt of the •hip; the 2nd -Bn. Ro~ 
Scots ~nd the 1st Bn. Middlesex Regiment and other small uni ta were in 
tho ~nd hold in front of tho brid(;e and the other ~ri1onere were 
accom1:1o~tod in No. 3 Hold, which t1a1 aft and they were chiefly R.A. 
prieonora of war. I was in No. 2 Bold. 'lbere were alao on board eome 
2,000 J npaneee troopa who were returning homo. In No. 2 Hold there wa1 
not enoueh room for all the men to lie dovn At the aame time and each 
unit h'ld A. separate erea and worked out the aleAping arrangements for 
themeelvoe. The food on board waa adequate 11ccording to prisoner of war 
etanderda. Thie comprised rice and tea in the morning. Ri ce and a 
quarter of a tin of bully-beef and a spoonful. of vegetable• in the 
even1Jl8. :'ie Here allowed enough drinking water but were isaued with no 
wa ter for wa shing. The priaoners were allowed on deck for freeh air on 
certnin prescribed intervals. The latrines were on deck and one could 
go up there and queue for the latrines. 

4 . At about 0700 hours on the let October 1942 we were waiting in the 
hold for the morning roll call. SUddenly I heard a loud exploaion and 
the ahip stop,.,ed and the lights t1ent out. We did not kno"' what had 
happened but ,,._ fe\:I oen ,.,ho were out on deck at the time were aent back 
into the hold and eentriee t1ere placed by the hatch to prevent anyone 
eetting out again. None of the priaonera ot war on the ahip were hurt 
by the exploeion e.nd we lee rnt later that it wae caueed by a torpedo that 
had struok the ahip in the coal bunker1. 1'he troop1 in the hol d r emainecl 
perfectly calm R.nd there wae no panic. We heard the forward 3-inch gun 

I fire severhl. times and a little l~ter I heard the eound of Japanese 
planes overhead and there were a number of explosions which we took to 
be depth ohargee. about tvo or three hours later requeats were made to 
the J apanese to allow men suffering from Dysentery and diarrhoea to uae 

I the latri nes on deck or to be suppl ied with r eceptacl ee , bu t the J apanese 
i refused both requests. No proviaione or breakfast was i ssued that 

I _ _ _ 
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I morning and nothing ha~pe11od for e.bo\:.t l4 houra. It we.a 190ml' Umt after 

dark that the Jepane~c began to batt~n down the hatoh, Lieut.col. 
f Stwart of the lat Middx. who ~a• the acn \or :Cri t iah officer on bo&J'd, 

requeated that at leP.at one bAUlk ot timbor be left to that we might 
t get a little all' into the hold, but th1t Japan••• who wre on deolc an4 

battening down the holde took no notice of thh requeat and all the 
t hatch•• were ta.rpaulined over the top and the wh~le lot rope~ down. 

I 
I 

• 

Tlwro wa • no ot her oeane of exit from tte t~l~ and a • there ~a• no inlet 
ot air, conditiona, owing to the large nW!lber of mon tn the holdt and 
the abaence of latrine accommodation , became rapidly worae. S;xneone 
:nanaged to comunicate ,,1th pritonera of war in llo. 1 hold by tappinc 
on the bulkhead Rnd alto with llo. 3 hold b7 \tord of mlluth alozic 1ome 
aort ot vent. Condition• in llo. l hold were similar to ourt, but 
condi tiona in No. 3 hold were9 m-.ich woree tor it l.'aa making water and the 
prhonere had to man the pump1. It wae 1tated that men work.'ing on the 
pum~• eoon lost conacioueneaa owing to the extreme heat and lack ot air. 
A man could only do e.bout eix atroke a at t he pump before tainting. In 
lo. 2 Bold where I vae, alth~ eir col"dittona were aimllarlJ ba4, "" 
could remain conacioua b7 lyin,; fla\ and avoldillG ~ exertion. Bo. l 
Hold reported that two men bad died and I belieTe that the7 were d.ypb
theria patiente. Lieut. Potter who w~.a ~ct\ng a• our interpreter, made 
repeated requ.eet1 for air and water or for an intervhw with Lieut. Vada 
and all hie requeete were retuaed. Tho Ja.paneae interpreter !iomura., wheJl 
aeked tor water by someone frQm llo. 3 Bold, pe.aeed down & bucket of urine 
I waa told thia afterwnrda b7 one of the eurvivora from No. 3 Hold. 
During the night we heard a ahip come RloJ18dde and 1ome of the J apaneae 
toldiera being disembarked to it. 1 believe thAt all the J~pane1e troop1 
vere taken off thh time becauae later I oaw no Japanese on board the 
'Ltabon J.1aru' . The 'Liabon Maru' waa subsequently taken in to\'t b7 
another veaael ancl 'fe could hear the r1-p!)l1ng of tile water ~aintt Ult 
platea of the ehip. 

6. On the morning of October 2nd 1942 ~pproxima tely 24 houre dter the 
torpedo had •truck tl:e thip t.~e ~ir 1n Bo. 2 Bold wa1 dangerousl7 foul. 
The ahip wa• •topped and wddenly gave a lurch and it became evident that 
ahe wa• going to aink. Aa all r equeata to the Je.panete had been retuaecl 
tor air and water, Lieut. col. Stewart bad aut~oriled a mall pe.rtf to 
t17 and break out of the hold with a vie»t to aakinitt the Japaneee to give 
u1 a chance to 1w1m, and men with 1011« oarviJl& knivea ant\ dinner lcniY•• 
had been placed near the be. tch re~~ to break out ·.~·hen Col. Stewart p.Te 
the word, On Col. Stewart' 1 order some of the men pushed their knives 
between the timber above them, cut the rQpea, alit the canvae te.rpeul.1n 
and pushed eome of the timber on o.be aide. Through this open!D& Lieut. 
Bovell of the R.A.s.c., Lieut Potter, the interpreter,and one or two 
other• climbed on to the deck and wr.lked elo\·rl.y to1·•ard1 the briqe a8k1nc 
in Je.paneae for an 1nte1-view with the ca~tain. The Japaneao ~rd• 
opened fire and seriously wounded Lieut. l>otter (and he eub1equentl7 died ·- ..... 
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.........., -I therefroo), '?he other• returned to the hold and reported to Lieut.col. 
Ste\lart the.t the ship wa e ve'rT low in the water and wae evide:::itly Abo"J ~ 

t to eink. After the. se men bad re turned to tbe hold the J apane ca ~·1.~ .,., ,., 

o"me u:p to the opening and fired their rif"lea a couple o! time ~ · ~-.. ·1
• e 

i hold. Lieut. Baird received a acratch from a richochet and I wo.u 0li~li 
fly ,,ounded in the shoulder. Almoet 1nunediatel7 the ahip gave a.no i.'1& · 

lurch end settled b7 the stem a.nd water bagan pouring into our b<-1d 
through the hole in the hatch. I found out later that the etern ~r.J. 
settled on a eand-bAnk while tht- bow• aa1 a third of the ehip reme.i ned 
sticking out of the wat or f or about an hour. 

6. As soon AB the ehi~ eettled the men stationed at the hatch cut t~ 
rope• ond the canvas t A.rpnulin and forced awtt::f the bl'llk• of timber. '1't¥ 
rema inder of the prisoners of var were formed into queues end climbed · 
out of the hold i n orderl7 faehion, llo. l end No. 3 Bolde broke out at 
the e~me time RS No. 2 Rold but man7 of the men in No. 3 hold which wa1 
aft wore trap-oed by the wat er and dro,·mod bf'fore they could. ge~ out. 

7, · .. 'hen t·rc eoerced on to tho dock the Japaneae opened fire on ue frorr. 
ahipa which \>1ere atanding by and they continued to fire at the mon after 
they had plunged over the aide into the water. \·lhen I ·ceme on deck 
there , .. :ere . no J11:panese on our ship A.t 811, but 1 underetf'nd that at the 
bebinning when the firet men cruno out there were some ht>.lf dosen Japazut£ 
thore. All the eurviving men from the variou1 holds managed to olim)>.' 
up or were hfl.Uled on to the deck ~nd about half of them had life Jacke,, 
t-.nd tboy Jumped overboa rd. About three or four m·11e1 a'tlf!7 I saw eome 
ielanda and towards these blends a a\':ift current was running. There 
were about four Japanese abipe etend.ing by but these appeared as 
inhoapitable ae the rocky island• for the7 retueed to pick up 8Jl10ne o~t 
of the water at the beginning, They bad ropes dan6ling over the aide, · 
but any men who tried to cliI:lb thom were kicked back into the w~ter. l 
struck out for the 1ale.nde to 1tart with but after about half an hour I 
•~'-" tha t the J apaneee policy 111\d changed and tha t they were beginning tt 
pick our men up and ao I turned. and ewam for one of the Je.paneee Bhipa. 
One of the Japanese threw me a rope n.nd eome of our men helped me ~. 
Some of our nen managed to reach the hlande, but many were loet on the 
rocky coa st. There ~ere a number of Chinese Junke and aempAne about 
which had come from the islands. These picked up aever~i ot our m~n enc 
the Chinese treated them with gre~t kindness , giving them food an~ . 
clothing from their meagre sup:oliea and looked after them until Japaneet 
lendine pP.rtiee CAme to recover them. The ship that picked me up we.a a 
emall patrol veesel and carried on \ofi th 1 ta patrol for about three dA¥• 
after which it put into Shangha i, where the &urvivora on board were , 
landed. There all recovered prisoners were grA.dual.11 aeaembled on the .I 
quay aide. ~~of the survivors wern completely naked And moat •of ua 

~ only had short• or a shirt! ~'lo f\11 suffered. greatly from cold. During 

t 
tho time I was on the patrol vessel we were ke'!)t on deck under P. 

t P.rpaulin which leaked badly and food conaiated of four bard-tack t b iacui t • snd two s!IU\11 cupe of wat ered milk per d p_y lfi th a bowl of ooup 

.. 
• 
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On ihe third ~. Ttto men d!ed durin.; thh tbe and the cold ed the 
expoeure held u ecrioua ef~oct on our u. t\lr heu th. 

8 . 137 October 5th a:' l ou!'Vivtt~ otficera r.nd men wc.r o P.8Bembled on the 
dock at Sbro16}•3.i a.ld a roll- ·ca.i. \ "'"·• t(Jc'jn, Al to$(>thcr 9'/0 ,_,nwere4 
their npmee, Hrue thero \·tr.a e45 m1oai!'le, liut of theae t:e l~ter learned 
that aome half t'l.ott ~ 'tP.d Df'nnt"ed tJ ooC'ape '.ti th the ae• ie tance of tbe 
Ohineee. Ee.ch ~an ~e • riven t cordurvy J r~ot rnd troue~ra, one 1birt, 
one pair of undl'.l1-p".nta ,.,nd ?ne t>P.1r o t t.•l'~ki. =-.nd meet of thcae item• of 
clothi:ig lat.lr p1·ovod to con,.,fd'l ~~.r .. e <-1:.e11, Y.o footwct.r \ml i btJUOd uor 
wa• a cbanee of eb!.rt or '\al.ic·rc).Gt.h' :- ~ ¥' 1.:v 'nu1.. ~irt?-five c:f tt'e 
wor1t cr.aes of tlrcor. tery \lt-r•· .l.ef t ti.~ SJl!llig:~i e.ni the rema1.n'.ng 9:;"5 
were embarked on the s .. s. \ SJ•lU.:'Et •lXltJ' in l"hieh we l"ere tran.ported to 
Jnpt\Jl Md O.hpereed 'b9t.weon li.'.OBi. O.wp end 051-~ C8!!1p r..nd aome of the elclt 
prhonera were aent to KOKt~ and lilROSSlt:A, It appee.red to me tb&t, 
and to the other eu.n!.vora, the Jape.neae intended to drotm all the 
Br1 t11b priaonere of vf\r on board ud me!'A t to aay that the ahip hP.d 8UDk 
inete.nteneoualy, givint; them no tice to effoct reacuoe. Thia verdon vaa 
in fact reported in the ll~ppon T1moe \·:hich ! myeelf read, it beine; a 
J apeneee eponaored English lan~ge net•apt'.per. In m7 opinion everr J:\aJl 

on board could bA.ve been ea'7ed he.d they 'been taken off the ehip &t the 
time ,.hen tho Japanoae eoldit1r• were tranef erreC.. to the oth~r ahip •te.nd
ing by during t he night. J'ew would h-~ve e•caped if t he atern of the •hip 
he.d not settled on the eAJtdbr.nki thio gnve tioe !or many of the men to 
get ou.t. So f'a.r ae l undtiretpnO. the LlS~H !tiARU we.a not ma.rked in a..'\)' 

"'~ to indic£>.te tb~t she ce.rr19d prieor.er" of war r.nd in fact \•ta• in 
every w~ eimiln.r to an ordinary anr.ed tr1>.na)jort veeeel. The Ja-paneee 
endeavoured to get Fri t ieh S".irvivora to do:\mmoe the JUnericana for he.vine 
wnk tile ehip deliberatel y lmowin,: thr.t there ~·1erl'l prieonere of '.fa?' on 
board, l:ut no Britit\h \:ould &groe to this A.bsu~·d con~ention. In my 
opinion the Japn.nese \'fould not havi> che.nged thefr policy of picklng up 

t survivor• if' they ?led not o'?>aerved thA.t 1rrr,e num'bera ,,ere be1rg picked 

l up b7 the Chinese in their jwUe and ePJDl>P.nu. The only t~10 1>eraone tb&t 
1 know by Jl8JllE' who \·!ere in a responail>le poftition were Lieutenant "Tada 
and the interpreter Nocurr.. I onl!· • "·'-'' !.ieuter.An t Wada on one occa.e\on 

l 
and doubt if l woulc! be Able t o :"3~08Jlhe him new. I Lliould be ab~e to 
recognise the interprete~ Nomu~a i1 I saw him. 

S W 0 ~ N a t Chester in the 

County of Cheater tcie ai.xth 

clay of ~.arch 1946. 

~ef'ore me, 
(Sgd) 

Major , l·e~e.l. Sta:ff, 
Militar.~ :~c'.Pl"•' t::.~.at, 

Judge Advoc!'.te Gener,\'..' e O:~fi.:e. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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