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'fhe follorving is the L:nglish translation of the Burma cifizenship,Law.

Burma Citizenship Law
(Pyithu Hluttaw Larv No 4 of 19BZ)

The Pyithu flluttaw enacts the following Larv:-

Chapter I

. Title and Definiticn

l: This Law shall be calbd the Burma Citizenship Larv.

2" The tbllowing expressions contirinecl in this Law shall have the
meanings given hereunder:-

(a) "State" means the Socialist Republic of the Union ol- Burma;

(b) "Citizen" means a Burma citizen;

(c) "Associate Citizen" means an assoe iate citizen prescribed
by this Law;

(d) "Naturalized citizcn" means a naturzrlized citizen prescribed
by this Law; 

.

(e) "Foreigner" means a person who is not a citizen, an
associate citizen ot'a naturalized citizen;

(0 "Certificate of Citizenship" means a certificate of
citizenship granted under the Union Citizenship (Election)
Act, 1948 or the Union Citizenship Act,:194g or rhis Law;

(g) "Ceftificate of Associate Citizenshipl' ,r,"uns a certitlcate
of associate citizenship granted under this Law;

(h) "certificate of Naturalized Citizcnship" means a certirlcate
of naturalized citizenship, granted under this Law;

(i) "Central Bt)cly" means the body established under this Lar,v.
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Chapter II . 333

Citizenship

3" Nationals stich as the Kachin, Kayah, Karcn. Chrn, Burman, Ivlon,
Rakhine ur shan and ethnic groups as havc scttled in any of thc
territories includecl within the State as their permanent honic f}om a
period prior to 1185 B.E., 1823 A.D. are Burma citizens.
4- The council of Stare ryray decide whether any crhnic group is
national or not.

5. Every national and every person born of parcnts, both ol- rvhom
are nationirls are citizens by birth.
6. -A person who is already a citizen on the date this Law conres
into force is a citizen. Action however, shall, be taken under section l g

for infringement of the provision of that section
7. The follorvin-u persons born in or outsirle the State are also
citizens:-

(a) persons bclrn of parents, both of whom are citizens;
(b) persons born of parents, one of whom is a citizen ancl the

other an associate citizen;
(c) persons born of parents, one of whom is a citizen and the

other a naturalized citizen:
(d) ofttprings bom of parents, one of whom is-

(0 a cirizen; or
(ii) an associate citizen; or
(iii) a naruralized citizen:

and the other born of parents, both of whom are associate citizens:

son or
daughter citizen

naturalized
citizen
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(e) ollsprings bom ol parents, onc oi rvhom is--
(i) a citizen; or
(ii) an associate citizen; or
(iii) a naturalized citizen;

naturaliz-ed

citizrn

(0 offsprings born of parents, one of whom is-
(i) a citizen; or
(ii) an associate citizen; or
(iii) a naturalized citizen;

and the other born of parents, one of whom is an associate citizen and

the other a naturalized citizen.

(a) TheCouncil of State may, in the inierest of the State, confer
on any person citizenship or associate citizenship or
naturaiized citizenship

(b) The Council of State may, in the interest of the State, revoke
the citizenship or associate citizenship gr naturalizcd
citizenship of any pct'son, except a c,itizen by birth.

8,

naturalized
citizen

naturalized
cittzen
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9 In respecl of a citize n born in thc State, the pzuent *r gualdian
shail have his birth registered in the prescribed *ann"r, rvithin one
year tiom fte ilate he complete.s the age of ten yeuu-s, at the organizations
prescdbed by the Ministr-y of Home Allairs.

Proviso. If registlation is not possible within one year rrom the date
he compretes the age of ten years, apprication rnay be made
by the parent or guardian, furnishing suflicignt reasons to
the organizations prescribed by the rrainistiy of HomeAlTairs.

:10. In respect of a citizen born outside the State, the panint or guardian
shall have his birth registered in the prescribed 

^unn"r, 
wiitrin one

year from the date of birth at the Burmese Embassy or Consulate or
organizations prescribed by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Proviso. If registration is not possible within one year from the date
of birth, application may be made by the parent tir guardian,
furnishing sufficient reasons to the central Body through
the Burmese Embassy or consulate or organizations
prescribed by the Ministry of Hom-eAffairs.

11. (a) A parent or guardian who fails to comply with section 9 or
section r0 shall pay a penalty of kyats fifty per year to the
Burmese Embassy or consulate or an organization
prescribed by the Minisry of HomeAffairs.

(b) A parent or guardian who fails for five years in succqssion
to comply with section g or section 10 shan pay a penalty
ofkyats one thousand.

12: A citizen shall

(a) respecr and abide by the laws of the State;

(b) discharge the duties prescribed by the law$ of rhe State;

(c) be entifled to enjoy the rights prescribed by the raws of rhe
State.

13. A citizen shall not acquire dual citizenship.

14. A citizen shall have no right to renounce his citizc.nship dur-ing
any war in r,vhich thrl Statc is Cngaged
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15. (a) A citizen shall not lose his citizenship merely by rnarriage

to a toreigner.

(b) Aforeignershall not acquire citizenship me.rely by marriage

to a citizen.

16. Acitizen who leaves the State permanently' or who acquires the

citizenship of or registers himself as a citizen of another country, or

who takes out a passport or a similar ceftificate of another country

ceases to be a citizen.

17. The citizenship of a citizeri by birth shall not be revoked, except

in the case of cessation of citizenship under section 16'

18. A citizen who has acquired citizenship by making a false

representation or by concealment shall have his citizenship revoked,

and shall also be liable to imprisonment tbr a term of ten years and to

a fine of kyats fiftY thousand.

19- A citizen who has committed abetment of obtaining, in a
fraudulent manner, a certificate of citizenship or associate citizenship

or naturalized citizenship for another person shall be liable to

imprisonment for a term of seven years and to a fine of kyats ten

thousand.

20. (a) Thecertificate of citizenship of a person whose citizenship

has ceased orhas been revoked shall be cancelled. Aperson

holding such a cancelled certificate shall sunender it in the

manner prescribed by the Ministry of Home Affairs'

(b) Failure to surrender a cancelled certiticlte of citizenship or

sotginued use of it or transfer of it, in a fradulent manner,

to another person shall entail imprisonment for a telm of

ten yeam and a fine of kyats twenty thousand'

(c) whoever holds and uses a cancelled certificate of
citizenship or the certificate.of a.deceased citizen shall be

liable to imprisonment for a term of ten years and to a fine

of kYats twenty thousand.

2L. Whoever tbrges a certiticate of citizenship or abeS such act shall

tre liable to imprisonment for a term oI fifteen years and to a l'ine of

kvlts tillY.thousand.
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22. A pc'rson whose citizenship lias cea.secl or has bccn revokett shail
have no right to apply again tor citizenship or associate citizenship or
naturalized citizenship.

$ 
*****

Chapter III
Associate Citizenship

23. Applicants for citizenship under rhe union citizenshipAct, 194g.
confprming to the stipulations and qualifications may be.ietermined
as associate citizens by the Central Body.

24. A person who has been determined as an associate citizen by the
Central Body shall appear in person before an organization prescribed
by the Ministry of Home Affairs, and shall make an affirmation in
writing that he owes allegiance to the State, that he will respect and
abide by rhe laws of the State and that he is arvare of the prescribed
duties and rights.

25. The central Body may include in the certificate of associate
citizenship thd names of children mentione.d in the application. The
child whose name is so inclutled is an associate citizen-
'26. The child whose name is includcd undersection 25, and who has
completed the age of eighteen years shall make an affirmation in
accordance with section 24, along with the parents.

27.' (a) The child whose name is included under section 25 and
who has not completed the age of eighteen years shall,
within one year from the date he completes-the age of
eighteen year$, appear iq person before an orgariization
prescribed by the Ministry of Hoine Afiaiii and make an
affirmation in accordance with section 24.

(b) A person who fails ro comply with sub-secrion (a) shart
pay a penarty of kyats fifty per year to an organization
prescribed by the Ministry of HomeAffairs.

28. If affirrnation is not possible within one year, application may be
made, furnishing sufticient reasons to the centrat nooy, through the
organizations prescribed by the Ministry of Home Affairs. If there is
no sufficient reason after the tlate on which he conrpletes the a-te Of
twenty-two years, he shall lose his associate citizen.ship.
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29. (a) Where both the parents lose their associate citizenship, the

children included in their certificate of associate citizenship,
who have not completed the age of eighteen years, and the
children included in their certificate of associate citizenship,
who have completed the age of eighteen years, but havb

not made an affirmation cease to be associate citizens"

(b) Where one of the parents is an associate citizen and the

other a foreigner, and if the mother or father who is an

associate citizen, loses her or his associate citizenship, the

children included in the c'ertificate held by her or him, who
have not completed the age of eighteen years, and the' 
children included in the certificate held by her or him, who
have completed the age of eighteen years, but have not ntade

an affirmation cease to be associate citizens.

30. An associate citizen shall-
(a) respect and abide by the laws of the State;

(b) discharge the duties prescribed by the laws of the State;

(c) be entitled to enjoy the rights of a citizen under the laws of
the State, with the exception of the rights stipulated from
time to time by the Council of State.

31. An associate citizen shall not acquire dual citizenship.

32. An associatecitizenshall have no right to renounce his associate

citizenship during any war in which the State is engaged.

33- An associate citizen shall not acquire citizenship merely by
marriage td a citizen

34- An associate citizen who l,eaves the State permanently, or who
acquires the citizenship of or registers himself as a citizen of another

country, or who takes out apassport or a similar certificate of another
country ceases to be an associate clttzen-

35. The Cenral Body may revoke the associate citizenship of a person

if he infringes any of the following provisions:-

(a) trading or communicating with enemy countries or with
countries assisting the enemy country, or with citizens or
orgariizations of such countries during a war in which the

State is engaged, or abetting such an act;
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(b) trading or conlmunicating with an organization or with a

member of such organization which is hostile to the State,
or abetting such an act;

(c) committing an act likely to endanger the sovereignty and

security of the State or public peace and tranquillity or
giving rise to the reasonable belief thathe is about to commit
such an act;

(d) showing disaffection or disloyalty to the State by any act
or speech or otherwise;

(e) giving information relating to State secret to any pemon, or
to any organization, or to any other country of countries, or
abetting such an act;

(0 committing an offence involving moral turpitude for which
he has been sentenced to imprisonment for a minimum term
of one year or to a minimum tlne of kyats one thousand.

36" An assqciate citizen who has acquired such citizenship by making
a false representation or by concealment shall have his associate
citizenship revoked, and shall also be iiable to imprisonment for a

term of ten years and to a fine of kyats fifty thousand.

31- An associate citizen who has committed abetment of obtaining,
in a fraudulent manner, a certificate of citizenship or associate
citizenship or naturalized citizenship for another person shall have his
associate citizenship revoked, and shall also be liable to imprisonment
for a term of seven years and to a fine of kyats ten thousand.

38. An associate citizen, who has personal knorvledge of an offence
committed by any person under section 36 or section 37, or is an

accomplice to the commission of such an otTence, discloses or admits
the oft-ence before organizations prescribed by the Ministry of Home,
Affairs, within one year from the date this Larv comes into force; or
',vithin one year llom the date of commission of the oftence, shall be
exenipled from the penal provisions relating to such offence.

39. (a) Tlie certiticate of associate citiz.enship of a person whose
associate citizenship has cea^sed or has been revoked shall
he cancelled. Aperson holding such a cancelled certificate
shall surrcnder ir in the nranner prescribed by the Ministry
ol' i {rlri: I Aiii-aiii'i.
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(b) Failure to surrender a cancelled certificate of associate
citizenship or continued use of it or transfe.r of it, in a
fraudulent manner, to another person shall entail
imprisonment for a term of ten years ancr a tine of kyats
twenty thousand.

(c) whoeverholds and uses acancelled certificate of associate
citizenship or the certificate of a deceased associate citizen
shall be liable to imprisonment for a term of ten years and
to a fine of kyats twenty thousand...

40. whoever forges a certifi.cate'of associate citizenship or abes such
act shall be liable to impnisonment for a lerm of fifteen years and to a
tine of kyats fifty thousand.

4r. A person whose associate citizenship has ceased or has been
revoked shall have no right to apply again for associate citizenship or
naturalized citizenship

*****

Chapter IV

Naturalized Citizenstrip

42. Persons who have entered and resided in the State prior to 4th
January, 1948, and their children born within the state may, if they
have not yet applied under the Union Citizenship Act, 194g, apply for
naturalized citizenship to the central Body, furnishing conclusive
evidence.

43. The following persons, born in or outside the state, from tlie
date this Law comes into force, may also apply for naturalized
citizenship:..-

(a) persons born of parents, one of whorn is a citizen and the
other a foreigner; -

. (b) persons born of parents, one of whom is an associate citizen
aqd the other a naturalized cittzron;

(c) perscns born of parents, one of whom is an associate citizen
and the other a foreigner;

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/d3e586/



44"

33CI

(d) persons born uf pal'ents. troth tifl lvhonr arc rratirr-ulizecl
citizens;

(e) pcrsons born c-,f parents, one of rvhonr rs n naturaliz"ecl e itiz-cn
and the other a"foreigner.

An applicant ior naiuralized cttizenship shali have the following
qualitications:__

(a) be a person *-ho contorms to the provisions of section 42
or section 43:

(b) have completed the age of eighteeen years;

(c) be able to speak well one of the national lan_quages:

(d) be of good character;

(e) be of sound mind.

A person married to a citizen or to an associate citizen or to a
naturalized citizen, who is holding a Foreigner's Registration
Certificate, prior to the date this Law comes into tbrce, shall
have the following qualifications ro apply for naturalized
citizenship:-

(a) have completed the age of eighteen years;

(b) be ofgood character:

(c) be of sound mind;

(d) be the only husband or wife;

(e) have resided continuously in the State for at least three years
as the lawtul rvife or husband"

(a) A person who has been determined as a naturalized citizen
by the Central Body shall appear in person before an
organization prescribed by the Ministry of Home Affairs,
and shall make an affirmation in writing that he owes
allegiance to the State, that he will respect and abitle by the
laws of the State and that he is aware of the presribed duties
and rights"

(h) A pcrson, holding a Foreigner's Rcgistriirion Ccrtiticate-,
on being de.terminc<i ;r.s a naturalized citize' tr1, theCentral

45.

46"
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Body, shall appear in person befr>re an organization
preseribred by ttie Ministry of Homc Aflairs, and shall nrakc
an alft'rnation in writing that he renounces his toreigri
citizenship, that he owes allegiance to the State, that he

will respect and abide by the laws of the State and that he is
aware of the prescribed duties and rights.

47. The Central Body may include in the certificate of naturalized
citizenship the names of children mentionecl in the application. The
child whose narne is so included is a naturalized citizen"

48. The chikl whose name is included under section 47 , andwho has

completed the age of eighteen years shall make an affirmation in
accordance with sub-section (a) of section 46, along with the parents.

49. (a) The chiid whose name is included urleler section 47, anrJ

who has not completed the age of eighteen years shall,
within one year from the date on which he completgs the
age of eighteen years, appear in person before an
organization prescribed by the Ministry of Home Affairs
and rnake an affirmation in accordance with sub-section
(a) of section 46.

(b) A pelson who fails to compiy with sub-section (a) shall
pay a penalty of kyats fifty per year to an organization
prescdbed by ttrc Ministry of Home Affairs.

50. If affirmation is not possible within one year, application may be
rRade, furnishing sufficient reasons to the Central Body, through the
organizations prescribed by the Ministry of Home Affairs. If there is
no sufficient reason after the date on which he completes the age of
twenty-two years, he shall lose his naturalized citizenship.

51. (a) Where both the parents lose ttreir naturalized citizenship,
the children included in their certificate of naturalized
citizenship, who have not completed the age of eighteen
years and the children includgd in their certificate of' naturalized citizenship, who have completed the age of
eighteen years, but have not made an affrrmation cease to
be naturalized citizens.

(b) Where one of the parents is a citizen antJ the other a

foreigner, and if the mother or father loses her or his
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citizenship, the children incruclcrd in the ccrtificate h*r,t"i;
her or him, who have not completc<j thc age of eightcen
years, and the crrildren includcrd in thc .*rtifi.ut. tretct try
her or liim, who have completed the age ol cighteen years,
but have not made an affirmation cease to bl natur arized
citizens.

(c) where o^ne of the parents is an associate citizen and theother a foreigner, and if the mother or father who is anassociate citizen roses her of his associate ,itirrn*irip, trr*children included in rhe certiricate lr.il;;;;lr him, whohave nor completed rhe age of eighteen y;;, an<l thech'dren includ^ed in rhe ceriificate held by h".;;*,";h;
have cgmpleled the age of eighteen y**.,uui r,uu. not madean affiimations cease to be natur a[izedcitizens"

(d) where o:e gf the parents is a natural ized, citizpnand theother a foreigner, and if the mothe, orlurrr* who is anaturarized citiren roses hei or his naturalized citizenship,
the children included in the certificare r,rrJoy r,., or him,who have not completed the age of eighr."n yr.r, and thechldren included in the certifiiate h.ia;t-#;il,;;;
have complered thb age of eighteen years, uut t uul not made ,iul affirmation ce:ue to benituralized.irir."*

52- If a person married to a cidzen or to an associate citizen or to anaturalized citizen,lho_is holding a Foreigner s negist auon c"nin.ur,prior to the dare rhis Law .o*6r into iorce-rp;il;;;;^ffi;,i;;
citizenship and the husband oi *irl 

"ir".t a person dies or is divorcedfrom such a person,!efgre. acquiring naturalized citizenship, theapplication for narurali zed citizeistupir rurt u p.^;;;i rapse.

53. A naturalized citizen shall-

(a) respect and abide by the laws of the State:

(b) discharge the duries prescribed b1.' rhe 1aq,s :i :ie ftrrrL:

(c) be entitled to enjoy
the State, with the' time to time b,v- the

the rights ol e;ll:e; mts jh,e ;l nn,

eXCefti-rn : :-:a

Lr]UnCll l-\.--.:
'..-*---*rd
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54- A naturalized eitizen shall not aequire dual citizenship.

55" A naturali zed citizen shall have no right to renilunce lris
naturalized citizenship durin_s any war in which the State is engageri.

56. A naturalized citizen shall not acquire citizenship or associate
citizenship merely by malriage to a citizen or an associate. citizen.

57. A naturalized citizen, who leaves the State permanently, or who

.acquires &e citizenship of or registers himself as a citizen of another
cormtry, or who takes out a passport or a similar certificate of another,
country ceases to be a naturalized citizen.

58. The Central Body may revoke the naturalized citizenship of a
person if he infringes any of the followin-q provisions:-

(a) trading or communicating with enemy countries or with
countries assisting the enemy country or with citizens or
organizations of such countries during a war in which the
State is engaged, or abetting such an act;

(b) trading or communicating with an organization or with a
member of such organization which is hostile to the State,
or abetting such an acq

(c) committing an act likely to endanger the sovereignty and
security of the State or public peace and tranquillity or
giving rise to the reasonable belief that he is about to commit
such an act;

(d) showing disaffection or disloyalry to the State by any acr
or speech or otherwise;

(e) _eiving information relating to a State secret to any pelson,
orto any organization, or to any other country orcountries,
or abetting such an act:

(1) committing an offence involving moral turpitude for which
he he.s been sentenced to imprisonment for aminimum term
of one year or.it) a minimum fine of kyats one thousand.

59. A naturalized citizen who has ;Squired such citizenship by
making a false representation or by conuialment shall have his
naturalized citizenship rcvoked, and shall also be y3ble to imprisonment
for a lcrnr of ten year.s and to a fine of kyafs fifty thotsanil.
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60" A.at*riilized citizen rvho has commiltccl abetnient ,,r obtaining,
in a frauduleni manner, a certificatc or cirize'ship ol associatg
citizenship or naturalizeri citizenship firr another p*rron .qliaii have his
naturalizedcitizenship rbvoked, and shall also be liable to imprisonment
for a term of seven year.s ancl to a finc of kyats ten thonsiind.

61. A naturalized citizen, who has personal knclwlectrge of an offence
eommitted by any person under section 59 or sectiin 60, or is an
accomplice to the cornmission of such an offence, discloses or admits
the offence before organizarionr pr.rbribed by the Ministf ;i;;;;
Aftairs, within one year from the date ttris Law comes into force, or
within one year t'rom the date of commission of the otfence, shail be
exempted from the penal provisions relating to such off-ence.

62. (a) The certiticate of narura lized. citizenthip of a person, whose
naturalized citizenship has ceased or has been revoked, shall
be cancelled. A person hording such a cancelred certificate
shall surrender it in the manner prescribed by the Ministry
of Home Affairs.

(b) Failure to surrender a cancened certificate of naturatized
citizenship or continued use of it or transfer of it, in a
fraudulent manner, to another person shall entail
imprisonment for a term of ten years and a fine of kyats
twenfy thousand"

(c) whoever holds and uses a cancelled certificate of
naturarized citizenship or the certificate of .a deceased
naturarize:d cittr.en shal be liable to imprisonment tbr a
term of ten years and to a fine of kyats twenty thousand.

63. whoever forges a certificate of natuiarized citizenship or abets
such act shall be iiable to imprisonment for a term of fifteen years and
to a fine of kyats tifty thousand.

64- A person whose naturalized citizenship has ceased or has been
revoked shall have no right to apply again foi naturarized citiz-enship.
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Chapter V

Deeision as to Citizenship, Associate Citizenship
or Naturalized Citizenship

. 65. Any person may apply to the central Body when it is necessary
tbr a decision as to his citizenship, associate citiienship or naturahzed

. citizenship.

66. The Central Body shall-
(a) permit the applicant rhe submission of applicarion with

supporting evidence;
(b) decide in accordance with law;
(c) inform its decision to rhe applicant.

*.d<*t<*

Chapter VI

Central Body

67 - The council of Ministers shall form rhe central Body as
follows:-

(a) Minister Chairman
Ministry of HomeAtTairs

(b) Minister Member
Ministry of Defence

(c) Minister Member
Ministry of Forei gn Aft-airs

68. The Central Body has the authoriry to:-
(a) decide if a person is citizen, or an associate citizen or a

naturaiized citizen;
(b) decide upon an application for asscciate citizenship or

naturalized citizenship;
(c) terminate citizenship or associate citizenship or naturalized

citizenship;
(d) revoke citizenship or associate citizenship or naturalized

citizenship;
(e) decide upon an application regarding failure as to

registration or affirmation.

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/d3e586/



3Jl
69. Tlie centrai Bocy snall give the righr of rief"ence to a Flerson
agains{ rvl-iorn acrtion is.taken

] *****

Chapter VIL

Appeals

70. (a) A person dissatisfied with the <lecision of the Central Body
may appeal to the council of Ministers in accordance with
the prescribed procedure.

(b) The decision of the Council of Ministers is final.

71. No reason need be given by organizations invested with authority
under this Law in matters carried out under this Law.

*****

Chapter VIII
General Provisions

72. No foreigner shall have the right to apply for naturalized
citizenship from the date this Law comes into ?orr*, except under
provisions of this Law.

73. A foreigner who is adopted by a crttzenor by an associate citizen
or by a naturalizeri citizen shall not acquire citizenship or associate
citizenship or naturaiized citizenship.

14. Ali rnatters relating io this I.aw, except penal rnatters, shall be
decided oniy by the organizations u,hjch are invested with authoriry to
do.so.

75- The Council of Ministers shall, rbr thc pur,nose of carryrng our
the provisiclns of this LaW prescribe necessary proceduies with the
approval of the Councii of State.

76. The following Acts are repealetl by this Law:
(a) The Union Citizenship (Elecrion) Act, l94g;
(h,) The Union Citizenship Act, 194g.
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