THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. et al ))
- AGAINST - ))
)

ARAKY, SADLO, et al.
followfng"' e true!

Cabinet, the HIRANUMA Cabinet and the SUZUKI Cabinet.
Prime Minister from Jamuary 16, 194C to July 21, 1940
was Yavy Minieter in the First KONOYE Cabinet the Marco
‘Bpidge Incident took place in China in July 1937.
thig incident very well
incident in cabinet meetings.

without any notice vhateoaver to 'the cabinet.

General Staff but was rather inactive and the burden of

office was carried by the Vice-Chief of the Army General
The inspector General of Military

General IMAI, Kiyoshi.

Education was General HATA, Sunroku. The Vice-Minister
was General UMBZU, Yashijiro: the Gomander—i.n-ﬂhlef of
Evantung Army was General
Hideki wase Chief of Staff of the Kwantung Army .

beginning of the China Incident.

1 served as Havwy Minister throughout the HIRANUMA
During this time the conclusion of the Tri-partite Pact

Axis Powers waé vigorously advocated by the military clique,

nly through the person of General ITAGAKI, Seishiro,
the portfolio of Minister of Var.
Staff was etill Prince ZAVIN, General IMAl, Kiyoshi was
of Staff of the Arny General gtaff and carriad the
of Prince KANIN'e infirnitics.
Education was General NISHIO, Juzo, Genoral
Oomandar-in-—chiof of the Kwantung Army
was Ohief of gtaff of the Ywantung Army

on this Pact.
many s many

Paoct. Finally the Prime Ministoer, HIRANUMA,

Minister, joined against Goneral ITAGAKI , geisghiro, the
a Pact. As 8 rosult tho War Mininter ITAGAKT , Soishiro

_n.‘..].i.tarilta whon he raprauantod worao 80 digpleased that
Minister rosigned with his Oabinot October 29,
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ATE1DAYI if
1, YONAI, Miteumasa, do swear on my conscience that the

1 remember
and the gubsequent discussions of this
The Army commenaed hostilities

in Ohina at thie time without authority from the cabinet or
General SUGIYAMA,

Hajime wvas War Minister, Prince XKANIN wes Chief of the Armny

UEDA, Kenkichi, and General T0JO,
These aforesaid

officers held 1eading positions in the Army at the time of the

Cabinet.

The Chief of the ATy General

turden because

and Goneral 1SOYA, Garo
The Prime Minister

HIRANUMA held what was lkmown as the Five Ministors' gonference

The Prime Minister, the Forelgn Minietor, the War

Minigter, the Tinanco Ministor and nyeolf as Vavy Minister met

times in lengthyv dobate on the conaide;ation ;f this
, the

I was connected with the government of Japan for many yoars.
1 was Navy Minister in the HAYASHIL Cabinet, the first KONOYE
I was

While I
Polo

his
stvaff,

of War
the

with the
who held

Vice-Chief

avy
War

Minister and docided the conforence againat ratification of such




ey g

S

‘Sunroku, tha War Ministor, spoke to ma and said that "with a weak

Docunent No, 11518

I bocame Prime Ministoer of Japan in Janvary, 1940 and served
as such until July 21, 1940. Gonoral HATA, Sunrolru held tho
Portfolio of Mlnigtor of War in my cabinot. Prince KANIN was
Chiof of the Army Genoral Staff, though vory inactivo. The Vice-
Chiof of tho Arny Genoral Staff was Genoral TSUKADA, Osami; the
Inspector Goneral of Military Bducation was Gonoral YAMADA, Otozo;
the Chiof of Military Affairs Buraau was Genoral MUTO, Akira and
the Vice-Minigter of Wor was Goneral ANAMI, Korechika.

The militarists, through the aforosaid Chiof of the Military
Affairs Bureau, General MUTO, urged that my cabinet rosign because
of 4ts policice in regard to world affairs., Thoro was groat
agitation in the publiec pross of Japan at this tinmo by militaristic
and ultra-nationalintic olemento in favor of the proposed trivartite
Pact with tho Axis Powers. My cabinot agreod, after much discursion,
not to concludoe this Pact. At this time the aforcsald General HATA,

cabinot such as tho YONAI Cabinot, I, tho War Minister, would not 7
be able to control ny subordinates in tho Army so that I want to _ 5
rosign fron tho Cabinet." Then I asked the aforcsaid General HATA ot
to confer, in accordance with law and custom, with tho other two -
nembors of the military triumvirate, that is, the Army Chief of O on
Staff, Prince KANIN, who was vory inactive and whoso afficial
rosponeibilities were carried by tho Vico-Chief of tho Arny General
Staff, Gonoral TSUKADA, Opari; and tlio Inspector General of
Military Education, General YAMADA, Otnzo; and to furnish me with
a noninoe to succoed to the Prrtfolin of Minigter of War, The
aforosald Goneral HATA, Sunroku, returned sonme timo later and said
that he had conferred with the aforosaild Army Chief of Staff,
General TSUXKADA, Onani and tho aforesaid Inspector Genoral of )
Military Education, Ganoral YAMADA, Otozo and stated "It is ry y
opinion that you will net find anothor Genoral willing to. accept
the Portfolin of War Ministor today". I undorstood that he neant £ il
as long as I was Prine Minigtor. I, therefore, resignod with my ALE!
cabinot and went into rotiroment. The collapec of ny cabinet was e T
due to five reasons: (1) Arny's 4ll-feoling towards my cabinet SRS
fron the vory beginning; (2) this attitude continued right along; £
(3) in early July thoro was an unsuccesoful attempt to attack oy

private hone; (4) the active npposition of tho aforesaid Chicf

of Military Affaire Buroau, Gonoral MUTO, Akira; and (5) the
submiesion, on July 15, of tha rosignation of the aforosald War bl
Minister, Genoral EATA, Sunroku, '

‘To put it briofly, tho fall of uy cabinet was forcod by tho : }
Arny and other militaristic and aggrossive-ninded organizations. :

(8)_Yonai, Mitsunasa
YONAI, Mitsunasa

Sworn and subscribed ton before the
undersigned nfficer by tho abovo-naned
YONAI, Mitesunasa, at War Ministry
Building, Tokyo, Jajzan, this 16th day

of June, 1946.
s Doraoy, C G
: CERTIFICATE
I, (s) Thomag ¥ild _, HERWBY CERTIFY that I an fully

conversant with the Ja.pano-o and ZEnglish languagos, and that I,
thies day, read the forogoing Affidavit to the abovo~-named YONAI,
Mitsumasa in Japancse, and in sn doing, truly and correctly
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~ translated the contonts theraof from English into Jspanose; and

~ that said YONAI, Mitsunasa statod to me that the contonte of

- sald Affidavit woro tho truth, and that ho was willing to eign
said Affidavit undor oath; and that sald YONAT, Mitsunasa was

- duly sworn in ny presenco and signod sald Affidavit under oath

in ny presence; and that all procoodings incidental to tha

adninistration of said oath and tho signing of sald Affidavit

wore truly and corroctly translated from Japancse into English

and English into Japanceo and fully understood and corprohended

by said Affiant.

Dated this 16th day of Juno, 1946, at Tokyo, Japan.

Tho W
2nd Lt. M-1,

Pago Threas of three pages.



