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f. B. Q. Q ~ ~ ~ l li fl ~ 
GENERAL DONOVAN: This Military Com.~ission has been 

appointed by Lieutenant General w. D. Styer, Commanding 

General of the United States Army Forces in the Weste~n 

Pacific, by direction of General Douglas MacArthur, Supre~e 

Commander for the Allied Powers, to conduct t he trial of 

Ma!ah3ru Honnna, who during the period covered by the char ge 

and specifications was a Lieutenant General of ~he Imperial 

,Japanese Army~ 

The proceedings will be confined strictly t u a fair, 

expeditious hearing on the issues raised by the specifica­

tio~J an1 th~ charge. Sessions of the Commisnion shall be 

publ~-~) except when otherwise directed by the Commission ~ 

The Commission is now in session, and will hear any 

matters to be brought before it. 

COLONEL MEEK: If the Commission please, the pro­

ca~di:igs t o follow involve a Japanese who underatands and 

~p~aks ~.:!la English language, and who has been furnished 

with a co~petent interpreter. It has been agreed between 

t he Prosecution and the Accused that it is not necessary 

for t~es9 proceedincs to be translated iifto Japanese. 

agNERAL DONOVAN: The proceedings wil:!.. be in English, 

and it is not necessary for them to •e translated into 

Japanes a. 

COLONE:~ !:EEK :. There has been ref erred to this Com­

missi on ~or trial the case of the United States of America 

against M~saharu Homma, who during the period covered by 

these charges was a Lieutenant General i n the Japanese • Army. 
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The Accused is now present, together w1 th Defense 

Counsel appointed by the convening authority. 

The Prosecution is ready to proceed. 

GENERAL DONOVAN: You may proceed. 

COLONEL MEEK1 The Prosecution at this time submits, 

for incorporation into the record of these proceedings, the 

following documents: 

Letter Order AG 000.5 (5 December 4S) IS, General 

Headquarters, Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, dated 

5 December 1945, the subject being "Regulations Governing 

the Trials of Accused Y1ar Criminals". 

(The Letter Order referred to appears in the follow-

ing words and figures, to-wit:) 

"B. I §. I R l Q I I 12 

GENERAL HEftDQUARTERS 

SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED powms 

APO 500 
5 December 1945 

AG 000. 5 ( 5 Dec 45) IS • 

SUBJECT: Regulations Governing the Trials of Accused War 
Criminals. 

TO s Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Forces, 
Pacific, APO 500 

Commanding General, Sixth Army, APO 412 
Comwanding General, Eighth Arm1, APO 343 
Commanding General, XXIV Corps, APO 235 

"The following rules and regulations will govern 

the tria :~ of persons, units and or~nizations accused as 

war criminals: 

1. ~TlBLISI&ENT OF MILITARY COMMISSIONS. 

a. General. Persons, units and organizations 

accuqed as war criminals will be tried by mi litary com-

missions to be convened by, or under the authority or,.the , 
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Supreme Commander for the tllied Powers. 

b. Number and T;ypes, The commissions will be 

established dependent upon the number, nature or the offenses 

involved and the offenders t.o be tried. such commissions 

may include, among others, international military com­

missions consisting of representatives ot several nations 

or or each nation concerned, appointed to try cases involv­

ing offenses against one (1) or more nations. 

2. JURISDICTION. 

a. Over Persons. The military commissions 

ap?ointed hereunder shall have jurisdiction over all persons 

charged with war crimes who are in the custody of the con­

vening authority at the time of the trial. 

b, Over Offenses. 

(1) Military commissions established here­

under shall have jurisdiction over all offenses including, 

but not i~.mi ted to, the following : 

(a) The planning, preparation, initiation 

or waging of a war of aggression or a war in violation of 

international treaties, agreements or assurances, or 

par~icip~tion in a common plan or consp1:sacy for the 

ac~·Jmplit:hment of any of the foregoing. 

· (b) Violations of ttw laws or customs of 

wa~. su~h violations shall include, but not be limited to, 

murder, 111-troatment or deportation to slave labor or for 

any other purpose of civilian population of or in occupied 

territory; murder or ill-treatment of prisoners of war or 

int ernee~ or persons on the seas or elsewhere; improper 

treatment of hostages; plunder of pub~ic or private I 
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property; wanton destruction of cities, towns or villages; 

or devastation not justified by military necessity. 

(c) Murder, extermination, enslavement, 

deportation and other inhuman acts committed against any 

civilian population befbre or during the war, or persecu­

tions on political, racial or religious grounds in execu­

tion or, or in connection with, any crime defined herein, 

whether or not in violation of the domestic laws of the 

country where perpetrated. 

(2) The offense need not have been colll!Jlltted 

after a particular date to render the responsible party or 

parties ~~bject to arrest, but in general should have been 

committed since or in the period immediately preceding the 

Mukden incident of September 18, 1931. 

3. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMISSION. 

a. Appointment, The members of each military com-

mission will be appointed by the ~upreme Commander for the 

Allied Powers, or under authority delegated by him. 

Alternates may be appointed by the convening authority. 

such alternates shall attend all sessions of the commission, 

and j~ case of illn~ss or other incapacity of any principal 

member, an alternate s ha 11 take tho pla c3 of -Chat member. 

Any va~ancy among the members or alternates, occurring after 

a t1·i al hes beeun, I'lllY be filled by 9the convening authority, 

but the substan~e of all proceedings had and evidence taken 

in that ~ase shall be made known to that new member or 

alternate in open court before the trial proceeds. 

b. Number of Members. Each commission shall 

consist of not l ess than three (3) members. 

6 

.. 

• 

• 



c. Qualifications. The convening authority shall 

appoint to the commission persons whom he determines to be 

competent to perform the duties involved and not disqualified 

by personal interest or prejudice, provided that no person 

shall be appointed to hear a case which he personally 

investigated, nor if he is required as a witness in that 

case. A conunission may consist of Army, Navy or other 

service personnel, or or both service personnel and civi­

lians. Ont specially qualified member shall be designated 

as the law member whose ruling is final insofar as concerns 

the comnission on an objection to the admissibility or 

evidence offered during the trial. 

d. Voti~&.s. Except as to the admissibility of 

evidence, all rulings and findings of the commission shall 

be by majority vote, except that conviction and sentence 

shall be by the affirmative vote• or not less than two­

thirds (?./3) of the members present. 

e. Presjding Member. In the event that the 

convening authority does not name one of the members as the 

prasiding member, the senior officer among the members of 

~hf, ·:- omm~.3sion present shall preside, or •uch other member 

as t!"!e sc:·d or officer ma~r designate. 

4. PROSECUI'ORS. • 
a. AJ?J2i>J..n tmor. t, The co~vening aut hority. shall 

designato one 0~ more persons to conduct the prosecution 

before each commission. Where offenses involve nationals 

of more than one nation, each nation concerned, in the 

disc~etion of the convening authority, may be represented 

among the prosecutors. 
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b. Duties, The duties of the prosecutors are: 

(1) To prepare and present charges and 

specifications for reference to a commission. 

(2) To prepare cases for trial and to con­

duct the prosecution before the commission of all cases 

referred for trial. 

~. POWERS AND PROCEDURE OF COMMISSIONS. 

a. Conduct of the Trial, A commission shall: 

(1) Confine each trial strictly to a fair, 

ex:,>eeitions hearing on the issues raised by the charges, 

excluding irrelevant issues or evidence and preventing any 

unncces~ary delay or interference. 

(2) Deal summarily with any contumacy or 

cont~mpt, imposing any appropriate punis~ent therefor. 

(3) Hold public sessions excupt when otherwise 

de~ided by the commission. 

(4) Hold each session at such time and place 

as it shall d~ termine, or as may be directed by the con­

vening authority. 

b. Rights of the Accused, The Accused shall be 

entitled : • 
(1) To have in aavance of trial J copy of tho 

charges nnd specifications clearly "orded so as to apprise 

the accused of each offense charged. 

(2) To be represented, prior to and during trial 

by couns ~l appointed by the convening authority or counsel 

of his own choice, or to conduct his own defense. 

(3) To testify in his <:Mn behalf and have his 

counsel present relevant evidence at the trial in sup{A>rt of 
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his defense, and cross-examine each adverse witness who 

personally appears before the commission. 

(4) To have the substance of the charges and 

specifications, the proceedings and any documentary evidence 

translated when he is unable otherwise to understand them. 

c. Witnesses~ The Commission shall have power: 

(1) To summon witnesses and require their 

attendance and testimony under penalty; to administer oaths 

or affirmations to witnesses and other persons and to 

question witnesses. 
(2) To require the production of documents and 

other evidentiary material. 
(3) To delegate to the Prosecutors appointed 

by the convening authority the powers and duties set forth 

in (1) and (2), above. 
(4) To have evidence taken by a special com-

missione~ apryointed by the commission. 

d.. ~vidence. 

(1) The commission shall admit such evidence 

as in its opinion would be of assistance in proving or dis­

pro-;1.ng i;he charge, or such as in the commission's opinion 
• 

wo'.:l.i.d ha·::-n probative value in the mind of a reasonable man.. 

The commission shall apply the rules of evidence and plead-

• inrt; set ~ .1rth herein with the gr ea test liberal! ty to achieve 

expeditious pr~cedtl!'e. In particular, and without limiting 

in any way the scope of the foregoing general rules, the 

following evidence may be admitted: 
(a) Any document irrespective of its classi-

fication which appears to the commission to have been signed (t • 
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or issued by any officer, department, agency or member of 

the armed forces of any government without proof of the 

signature or of the issuance of the document. 

(b) Any report which appears to the com­

mission to have been signed or issued by the Internation~ l 

Red Cross or a member thereof, or by a doctor of medicine or 

any medical service personnel, or by an investigator or 

intelligence officer, or by any other person whom the com­

mission conside~s as possessing knowledge of the IDE.tterr 

cor.te ined in the report. 

(c) Affidavits, depositions or other signed 

statemer.t.s . 

(d) Any diary, letter or other document, 

inclt1.ding sworn or unsworn statements, appearing to the com­

_Jiss10n to contain information relating to the charge. 

(e) A copy of any document or other 

ee~ondar~=- evidence of its contents, if the original is not 

iill!"edia tely avP.ilable. 

(2) The commission shall take judicial notice 

~f facts of common knowledge, official government documents 

j f ar.y ne tion, and the proceedings, reco;ds and findings 

of military or other agencies of any of the Uaited Nations. 

(3) A commission may re~ire the prosecution and 

th~ def ense to !D8ke & preliminary offer of proof, whereupon 

the commj.ssion iHlY rule in advance on the admissibility of 

such evi tlence. 

(4) If the accused is charged with an offense 

involving concerted criminal action upon the part of a 

military or naval unit, or any group or organization,~vidence ~ 
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which has been given previously at a trial resulting in the 

conviction of any other member of that unit, group or 

organization, r elative to that concerted offense, may be 

received as prima facie evidence that the accused likewise 

is guilty of that offense. 

(5) The findings and juigment of a commission 

in any trial of a unit, group, or organization with respect 

to the criminal character, purpose or activities thereof 

shall be given tull faith and credit in any subsequent trial, 

by that or any other commission, of an individual person 

charged with criminal r esponsibility through membership in 

that unit, group or organization. Upon proof of membership 

in that unit, group or organization convicted by a com­

mission, the burden shall be on tho accus ed to establish by 

proof any mitigating circumstances relating to his member-

ship or participation therein. 

(6) The official position of tho accused shall 

not absoive him from responsibility, nor be considered in 

mitigation of punishment. Further, action pursuant to 

ordP-r of the accused's superior, or of his government, shall 

not n ons ~itute a defense, but may be considered in mitigation 
~ 

of punist~ent if the commission determines that justice so 

requires. 
'" (7) All purported confessions or statements of 

the accus ed sh~ll be admissible without prior proof that 

they were voluntarily given, it being for the commission to 

determine only the truth or falsity of such confessions or 

stat ements . 

e . Trial Pr ocedure. The proceedings at each tf1al ~ 
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will be conducted substantially as follows, unless modified 

by the commission to suit the particular circumstances: 

(1) Each charge and specification will be read, 

or its substance stated, in open court. 

(2) The presiding member shall ask each ac~u~ed 

whether he pleads 'Guilty• or 'Not Guilty•. 

(3) The prosecution shall make its openjng 

atatement. 

(4~ The presiding member may, at this or any 

ot!'ler time , r~quire the prosecutor to state '.'/hat eviden<:c 

he proposes to submit to the commission, and the commission 

the:!. eupon may rule upon the admissibility of such evidence. 

(5) The witnesses and other evidence for the 

pro9E1cution · shall be beard or presented .. At t;he close of 

th9 ~dse for the prosecution, the commission may, on motion 

:>f t. l:e defense for a finding of not guilty, consider and 

ru.Le whetiler the ev:tdence before the commission supports 

thn cha~ges a~~inst the accused. The commission may defer 

action on any such motion and permit or require the pro­

sec·~uion to reopen its case and produce any further avail-

able ev!!lcnce. 

(6) The defense may make an open~r.g statement 

prior ttJ presenting its case. The pi~siding member may, at 

thi~ or any ot.t:er t~.rlle, r equire the defense to state what 

evide£1ce they p;:opr)se to submit to the commission, whereupon 

the comrrr:s sion may rule upon the admissibility of such 

evidence-

(?) The witnesses and other evidence for the 
l) 

def ens e shall be heard or presented . Thereafter, the prose-
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cution and defense may introduce such evidence in rebuttal 

as the commission may rule admissible. 

(8) The defense, and thereafter the prosecution, 

shall address the commission. 

(9) The commission thereafter shall consider 

the case in closed session and unless otherwise directed by 

the convening authority, announce in open court its judgment 

and sentence, it any. The commission may state the reasons 

on which the judgment is based. 

t. Record or Proceedings. Each commission shall 

make a separate record of its proceedings in the trial of each 

case brought before it. The record shall be prepared by the 

prosecutor under the direction or the commission and sub­

mitted to the ~etense counsel. The commission shall be 

responsible for its accuracy. such record, certified by 

the presiding member of the commission or his successor, 

sha:l be c:elivered to the convening authority as soon as 

possible &fter the +,rial. 

g. Sentence. The commission may sentence an accused, 

upon con"!~.ction, to death by hanging or shooting, imprison­

mon·~ fo~ .. ~.::.re or fo :'.' any less term, fine- or s·..ich other 

pu.11~hmm':': as ~·.ho commission shall determine ;;.) be proper. 

Tho commission may also order confiication of any property 

of & cor. ;·· ~ted 8CC'.1Sed, r!oprive that aCC'.lSOd ~f any stolen 

property or oraer 1 ··; s delivery to the supremo Commander 

for the Allied Powers for disposition as he shall find to 

be proper, or may order restitution with appropriate penalty 

in ~ase~ \~ default. 

h. Al?Er9J!.l~ of Sentence& No s entence of a mititary 

I 
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commission shall be carried into effect until approved by 

the officer who convened the commission, or his successor~ 

Such officer shall have authority to approve, mitigate, 

remit in whole or in part, commute, suspend, reduce or 

otherwise alter the sentence imposed, or (without prejud~ce 

to accused) remand the case for rehearing before a new 

military commission; but he shall not have authority to 

increase the severity of the sentence. No sent~nce o! death 

shall be carried into execution until confirmed by the 

Supre~o Commander for the Allied Powers. Except as herein 

provided, the judgment and sentence of a commission shall 

be !inaJ and not subject to r eview. 

6. RULE MAKING POWER. 

Supplementary Rules and Form~ Fach commission 
' 

shall adopt rules and forms to govern its procedure, not 

in~onsistent with the provisions hereof, or such rules and 

forms as may be prescribed by tho convening authority or 

by the f upreme Commander for the Allied Powers. 

By command of Gonoral MacARTHUR: 

. H. W. ALLEN 
Colonel,_ A.G.D., 

Asst Adjutant General." 

COLONEL MEEKa Letter Order, AG 000.5 (6 December 45) 

lS, Gener al He:adquartors, United Sta,es Army Forces, 

Pacific 
1 

dated 6 De(.cmber 1945, the subject being "Trials 

of Masahoru Hcmn:a, and others". 

(The Letter Order r ef orred to appears in the follow-

ing words and figures, to-wit:) 

"GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 

UNITED ST/ITFS ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC 

• 
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AG 000.5 (6 Dec 4;) IB Advance Echelon 
APO 500 
6 December 194; 

SUBJECT: Trials of Masaharu· Homma, and others. 

TO i Commanding General, 
United States Army Forces, Western Pacific, APO 707. 

1. Pursuant to authority delegated this headquarters 

contained in letter, General Headquarters, Supreme Commander 

for the Allied Powers, File AG ooo.; (5 Dec 45), Subjects 

Regulations Governing the Trials ot .Accused War Criminals, 

said power is re-delegated to you and you are hereby directed 

to appoint Military Commissions for the trials of the 

following named members or the Japanese Imperial Forces: 

a. Masaharu Homma 
b. Soiichi Ohta 
c. zenzo Saito 
d. Takashi Tohei 
e. Akiri Nagahama 

2. The trials are to be held in the city or Manila, 

Phil ippi:10 Islands. All trials held under this authority 

shall be ·~onducted in conformity w1 th Regulations Governing • 

the Tria:.s of ,\ccll:)ed War Criminals, datad 5 December 1945, 

General Headquarters Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers. 

3 , All reco~ds of trial including judgment or 
• 

s c'..1-.·~nce and t !1e action of tho appointing authority will bo 

forwarden to this headquarters. Unless otherwise directed, 

• tlie oxecuticn ~f a•1;1 death sentence will be w: thheld pending 

tho action of ~he S~premo Commander for the Allied Powers. 

4. Tha following named officers assigned to War 

Crimes Branch, this headquartors, have beon made available 

to ~,our ~(')mmand for service as prosecution personnel on the 

Military Commissions to be convened by you for this putpose: • 

1; • 



5 Incls : 
Incl 1 
Incl 2 
!r,cl 3 
Incl 4 
: ncl 5 

Prosecution Personn~l for the Homma Trial 

Lt. Colonel Frank E. Meek, FA 
Lt. (sg) B. F. Schwartz, USNR 
Lt. (sg) E. E. Dunaway, USNR 
1st Lt. Paul White, Inf 
1st Lt. Abram Raff, Inf 
1st Lt. N. W. Hansen, USMCR 

Prosecution Personnel for the Ohta Trial 

1st Lt. Samuel B. Gill, Inf 
1st Lt. Theodore J. Raczka, CAC 

Prosecution Personnel for the Scito Tria.1 

Capt. William N. Colyer, JAGD 
Capt. Jack Pace, Inf. 

Pros ecution Personnel for the Tohei and 
Nagahama Trials 

Lt. (jg) Raymond J. Kremer, USNR 
Lt. (jg) Robert E. Jones, USNrl 

By command of General MACARTHUR: 

Isl H. w. Allen 
/t/ H. W. ALLEN 

Colonel, A.G.D., 
Asst. Adjutant Gen. 

Chgs vs Masaharu Homma 
Chgs vs Seiichi Ohta 
Chgs vs Aouzo Saito 
Chgs vs Takashi Tohei 
Chgs vs Akiri Nagahama. 11 

r-OLONEL MEEK: We submit next Paragraph 31 of Special 

Order No. 1?6, Headquarters, United State~ Army Forces, 

Western Facific, ddt ed 15 December 1945, entitled "Appoint­

ment of a Military Commission 11 • • 
(Paragraph ~l of the Special Orders r ef erred to 

;ippears in the fol:i:·wing words and figures, t o-wit:) 

"HFADQUARTERS 
UNITED ST.ATES Am~Y FORCES WESTERN PACIFIC 

Special Orders ) 
• • 

No ••••• . • •• 1?6 ) 

APO ?O? 
15 December 1945 

EXTR.ACT • 
• 16 
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• * • • • 
31. A,ppointment of a Military Commission, Pursuant 

to authority contained in Letter, General Headquarters, 

United States Army Forces, Pacific, file: AG 000.5 

(6 Dec 45) 6 December 1945, subjects 'Trials of Masaharu 

Homma, and Others', the following officers are hereby &P­

pointed as members or a Military Commission for such cases 

ot war crimes as may be referred to said commission: 

Major General LEO DONOVAN GSC, President and 
Law Member 

Major General BASILIO J. VALDES Philippine Army 

Brigadier General ROBERT G GARD USA 

Brigadier General ARTHUR Q TRUDEAU USA 

Brigadic~ General WARREN H McNAUGHT USA 

ThE· pros 'i)cuticn shall be conducted by Lieutenant 

Colonel FRANK L MEEK~ FA; Major MANUEL LIM, JAGS, Philippine 

Army; Lioutenant BENJAMIN F SCHWARTZ, USNR; Captain DELMAS 

~ H:·:LL, .·'!:10; First Lieutenant PAUL WHITE, Inf; and First 

Lieu+.enaiit ABt~M RAJ<F , Ir1f'. Defen~:o Counsel shall be Major 

JOHN H SKFSN, lnf; Captajn GEORGE W OTT, JAGD, Captain 

FR.~. IJK R C~i'ER : JR., FA, First Lieutenant ROBERT L PELZ, C/'C: 

.;inrt Firsi. Lieutenan·:. LEONI.RD N/.Tl.UPSKY, QMe. 

Tho Commission shall moai: in the C.:.ty or Manila, 

?hilippino Islands, at the call or th~President thereof. 

Th1.·. Com::1~ ssio~ is euthori zed to employ or appoint 

such interpre~e~s, r.~enographic reporters, and other 

~ssi~tants as it shall deem advisable. 

The Commission shall follow the provisions ot 

Lett.E.r, r. ~- ~ler:;. i Hevlquar.ters, Supreme Commander For The 

All:l.ed PC'.'wers~ filo. AG 000.5' (5' Dec 45'~ LS, 5 Decembe,1945, 

• 
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' 
Subject: 'Regulations Governtng tho Trials of Accused War 

Criminals', and have power to, and shall, as occasion 

requires, consistent with said regulations, make such rules 

for the conduct of the proceodings as it shall deem necessary 

for a full and fair trial of the person or persons before it. 

Such evidence shall be admitted as would have probative value 

to a reasonable man and is relevant and material to the 

charges before the commission. The concurrence of at least 

two-thires of the members of the commission pre$ent shall 

be necessary for n conviction or sentence. The record of 

trial, including any judgment or sentence, shall be trans­

~itte1 dir~ctly to this Headquarters for action by the 

appo!nt:ng authority. * • • • • 
BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENER.c'L STYER: 

01'":"! CIA!.: 

/s/ Benito Morales 
/t/ BENITO ~ORALFS 

Colonel AGD 
Asst Ad] Gen." 

W A WOOD JR 
Major General 1 USA 
Deputy Commander, and 
Chief of Staff 

• 
COLONEL MEEK: We submit next,Letter Order, Subject 

"Summoning and Swearing Witnesses for Homma Trial," dated -18 tecember 1945, is~ued by the President of this Commission 

to the Proaecutor fc..,r the Commission, authorizing the 

Pros ecution to summv~ witnesses and swear witnesses for this 

trial. 

(The Letter Order referred to appears in the follow-

ing words and figures, to-wit:) • 
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"MILITARY COMMISSION 
Convened by the 

COMMANDING GENERAL 
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCF.S, Wli'STERN PACIFIC 

APO ?07 
18 December 1945 

SUBJECT: Summoning and Swearing Witnesses for Homma Trial. 

TOs Prosecutor for Commission 

1. Pursuant to authority of provisions of Letter, 

General Headquarters, ~upreme Commander tor the Allied Pow­

ers, 5 December 1945, subjects 'Regulations Governing the 

Trials of Accused War Criminals', you are authorized, as 

prosecutor of cases ref erred for trial to the Military Com­

mission convened by the commanding General, united States 

Army Forces, Western Pacific, by paragraph 31, Special 

Order No • . 1?6, dated 15 December 1945, to issue, for this Com­

mission, summons to compel the attendance of witnesses to 

any such trial and to require ~uch w1 tnesses to bring with 

them any papers or documents which may be used as evidence 

in such trial, and to administer oaths or affirmations to 

witnesses and other persona. 

GENERAL DONOV>Ns 

LEO DONOVAN 
Major Geaeral GSC 
President or Commission." 

Thero being no. objection, the 

orders are received in evidence. -
COLONEL MEEK: The Prosecution is ready to proceed 

with the arraignment of Masaharu Homma. 

GENERAL DONOVJN: The reporters will be sworn. 

(Whereupon Reporters Lorenz H. Winter and Mack M. 

Racklin were sworn.) • 
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GENERAL DONOVAN: The interpreters will be sworn. 

(Whereupon Major Harry D. Pratt, Captain Malcolm St. C 

Frehn, Lieutenant Fred Asano, Staff Sergeant Yaj1ma, Staff 

Sergeant Oishi, Staff Sergeant Ogita, T/4 Baba, T/4 Hatakeda, 

f/4 Honda, T/4 Yorioka, Sergeant Riley, Mrs. Rosario F. 

Rodas, Filomena Zosa, Wenceslao tavengco, Jesus Villa Real, 

Narciso E. Albano, Angelo R. Celas, Pacifico ~ojungco, were 

sworn as interpreters.) 

GENERAL DONOVAN: The Commission will be sworn. 

(Whereupon the members of the Military commission 

were sworn.) 

GENERAL DONOVANs The Prosecution will be sworn. 

(Whereupon the Pros ecutor and Assistant Prosecutors 

were sworn.) 

COLONEL MEEK: A certified copy of the charge, addi­

tional charge, specifications and additional specifications 

again't Masaharu Homma, together with a true and complete 

translation thereof, was served upon the Accused by 

Lieutenant Colonel Meek on l? December 1945 at Manila, in 

the Philippine Islands. • 
GJ~NERAL DONOVAN: The rights of the Accused, as set 

forth in Paragraph 5 (b) of letter dated 5 December 1945, 

• General Headquarters, Supreme Commander for the Allied 

Powers, entitled "Regulations Goveming the Trials of 

Accused War CriminaJ.s", heretofor introduced into the record, 

will now be read a?Ki explained to the Accused. 

"RIGHTS OF THE ACCUSED. The Accus ed shall be entitled: 

"(l) To have in advance of trial a copy of th9\ e 
charges and specifications clearly worded so as to apprise 

• 
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the Accused of each offense charged. 

"(2) To be r epresented, prior to and during the 

trial by counsel apnointed by the convening authority or 

counsel of his own choice, or to conduct his own defense. 

"(3) To testify in his own behalt and have his 

counsel present relevant evidence at the trial ins upport 

of his defense, and to cross-examine each adverse witness 

~q'1~ personally appears before the commission. 

0 (4) To have the substance or the charges and 

spccificat.ions, the proceedings of any documentary evidence 

trar..slated when he is unable otherwise to umerstand them." 

Tte provisions of sub-paragraph 1 above having been 

coreplied with ~ !t a~pear1ng that a certified copy of the 

charge and spc~ifications , together with a true and complete 

trrinslaticn thereof #ere servod upon the Acc~~ed on 17 

Dec~mber lq45, whom does the Accused desire to introduce 

as 1'efen~- ~ Counsel'( 

Tff.! ACCUSED: I au satisfied to be r epresented by 

the duly appointed Defen&e Counsel, but I desire that Captain 

Geor ee ~~ .... :.Le~~, Air Corps, be appointed as addi tiona 1 Def ense 

·; r;i r .. s el '•n my ·i,;eha!i' .. • 

G1;1rnRAL DONOVAN: What is the name of t hat officer? 

MAJOR SKEEN : Captain George • Furness. 

Gi~!~EflAL DONc··;pN: Arrangement s will bo 11'.ado to h&ve 

Captain Furner,r. he~e , if he is available . 

MAJOR SKEEN: If the Commission please, Captain 

Furness i s i n court this morning, and I r equest that you ap-

point him now. \ 
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• 
GENERAL DONOVAN: Captain Furness will be appointed 

on tho Defense Staff. 

MAJOR SKEEN: Very well. 

GENERAL DONOVAN: Does the Accused wish to have the 

charge and specifications, the proceedings and documentary 

evidence translated to him? 
MAJOR SKEEN: It has been agreed by the Prosecution 

and the Defense that it will be not necessary to translate 

these proceedings into Japanese. 

However, it is desired that should at any time it 

develop t~t the Accused is unable to understand or follow 

the µ:-oceer\ir.gs, s uff1c1ent time be allowed for the necessary 

tran,:ia·~ioa or interpretation. 

GE~AL DONOVAN: That will be dons. 

The charge, additional charge, specifications and 

ddtlit~onal specifications, will be read to the Accused • 

• 

\ . 
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COLONEL MEEK: "HEADQUARTERS , SUPREME COMMANDER ALLIED 

POWERS. 

"Before the 
MILITARY COMMISSION 
convened by the 
COMMANDING GENERAL 
United States Army Forces, 
Western Paci~i~, 

l 
) 
) 
) 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

VS 

Masaharu HOMMA 

• 

"That Masaharu HOMMA between 8 December 1941 and lj 

August 1942 then Lieutenant General of the Japanese 

Imperial Army and commander-in-chief in the Philippines 

of the armed forces of Japan at war with the United States 

of America and its allies did unlawfully disregard and 

fail to discharge his duties as such commander to control 

the operations of the members of his command, permitting 

them to commit brutal atrocities and other high crimes 

against the people of the United States of America, its 

allies and dependencies, particularly the Philippines; 

and he, Masaharu HOMMA, thereby violated the Laws of War. 11 

• 
"HEADQUARTERS 

SUPREME COMUANDER ALLIED POVr£RS 

"BeforG the 
MII.ITARY CO!llMISSIOU 
convent)d by the 
COl1MANDING GENERA!, 

~ITED STATES OF AMERICA 

vs 
United States Army Forces, 
Western Pacific 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) Masaharu HOMMA 

11ADDITJ.9NAL CHARGE 

\ . 
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"That Masah~ HOMMA, then Lieutenant General of the 

Japanese Imperial Army and Commander-in-Chief in the 

Philippines of the Armed Forces of Japan at war with the 

United States ot America f:l'ld its Allies did on 6 May 1942 

unlawtully refuse to grant quarter to the Armed Forces ot 

the United States of America and its Allies in Manila Bay, 

Philippines, and did thereby violate the laws ot war." 

It has been stipulated between counsel that other than 

the reading of the Charge and the Additional Charge the 

reading of the specifications in each case will be waived. 

MAJOR SKEEN: The Defense agrees to that. 

GENERAL DONOVAN: Does the Accused understand that and 

is he s3tisfiad w1 th that? 

MAJOR SK.~N: That has been explained to the Accused 

and he fully -.inderstands it and agrees to it. 

GENERAL DONOVAN: There being no objections, the 

Charge a~d the Additional Charge and the specifications 

and the:• addi tionsl specifications will be received into 

the record. 

- - -
,· ~ !'1a srac1f'j.~at1ons referred to appear in the follow­

• 
j~~ words aid figures, to-wit:) 

\ 
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?J>~J.lJPJ\TJ.Q.[S 

From about 7 December 1941 until about 15 August 1942, 

at Manila and other places in the Philippines, members of 

the Armed Forces of Japan under the command of the Accused 

committed the following atrocities: 

1. The willful and wanton bombing of' the City of 

Manila on 27 and 28 December 1941 by units of the Japanese 

Air Force, after proclamations had been issued on 26 December 

1941 by General Douglas MacArthur, Commander-in-Chief of 

the American Forces, President Manuel Quezon of the 

Philippine Commonwealth, and Francis B. Sayre, American 

High Commissioner, declaring Manila an open and undefended 

city, ond after the Japanese had been informed of said 

proclamations, as a result of which a number of public 

&nd private buildings, churches, schools and hospitals 

wers destroyed or damaged , and numerous persons were 

wo~1de~ or killed. 

2. About 7 April 1942, units of the Imperial 

Japanese Air Forces unlawfully bombed General Hospital 

No. 1, "Little Baguio", Bataan, Philippines, resulting 

in the death and wounding of s1xty-nine4tunericans and 

fifty-two Filipinos, as well as the destruction of por-

tions of said hospital. 

3. From ab~ut 12 April 1942 until a~out 9 May 

19.i.2 at General Hospital No. 2 Bataan, Philippines, 

J apanese artillery units willfully and deliberately 

refused to permit the evacuation of American patients 

and me.~ical personnel, after said units had been p~d 

around the hospital and fired upon American installa~ns 
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on Corregidor, drawing a return fire from the American 

Artillery, ~hereby exposing them to said shell fire, as a 

result of W:1ich numerous American patients and medical 

personnel were wounded or killed. 

4. The widespread raping and brutal mistreatment 

or Amgrican and Filipino women throughout the Philippines. 

5. On or about 10 May 1942, at General Hospital 

Wo. 2, Bataan, Philippines, members of the Japanese Army, 

without cause or trial brutally and deliberately bayoneted 

a~d murdered numerous American and Filipino prisoners or 

war. 
4. On or about 9 May 1942, at General Hospital 

N'l. 2, Bllta:u1, Phi:tippines, ,,ithout cause o:- trial tour 

~1:t.denti1'i& :t. !3old.::-_·'.\rs, '.;hen prisoners of we.r, who entered 

into a ~est~icted area, were brutally tort~~ed and mis­

treate·l, being severely beaten about the heiad and 

shoulda~s uatil they fell down. 'rwo of such soldiers were 

lmocte.l unconscic'1:.; and had to be carried aw3y. 

i . l4'·!'0m s.oout. 9 April 1942 to 'lbout 19 June 1942, 

membE>r'? ~1' th';) Japanese Imperial Forces, deliberately and 

wtllfu:t.lY f e.:lled 'illd rGf.used to prov:!de rood, medicine, 
• ~:othing, and otho~ ne~~ssities to patient~ ln General 

H.:>spit:i.Ls No. l and No. 2, Bataan, Philippines, resulting 

:la rn!.st:-eatment. 'Jtarvatiorl, ane. ~ut:".'itioa of a great 

number of said pe, c.ten«,s ~ 

8. About 13 April 1942 at Cabcaban Air Field, an 

unidentif~ed Japanese officer or the Japanese Imperial 

Force~, brutally am inhumanly, without any provocation 

beheaded an entir~ unidentified Filipino family of ht, 
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including one child. 

9. On or about 6 April 1942 at Bataan, Philippines, 

without cause or trial, the torturing or Cpl. Gotlieb G. 

Niegum and another American soldier, both prisoners of war, 

who were beaten and hung suspended by their wrists fron a 

tree for one and one-half days. 

10. On or about 10 April 1942 at Bataan, Philippines, 

members of the Japanese 16th Division of the Japanese 

:m~eriel Forces, without cause or trial brutally tortured 

approximately twenty-five Filipino prisoners of war by 

using them for bayonet practice, resulting in the death 

of all of said Filipinos. 

11. About 8 and 9 April 1942 members of the Japan­

esa Air Forces straffed American and Filipino forces at 

Marivel(ls Air Field, after the surrender of Bataan had 

taken place, in spite of the tact that these troops were 

display~.ng a large white flag of truce at the time or 

said .>trafir..g. 

12. On or about 12 April 1942 at Mariveles, Bataan, 

without cause or trial, brutally torturing Lt. Joseph F. 

Boyland, a prisoner of war, for ref"usil1! to give the 

Japanese any information. Said torturing consisted of 

sticking the point of a knife int°"arious parts of his 

b0dy, beating, a~e refusing to give to said officer food 

and water, for a period of about three or four days. 

l 3. From about 9 April 1942 to about 27 April 1942 

there was conducted the infamous "Death March of Bataan" 

which was a series of "Death Marches" in which app xi­

mately 10,500 American and approximately 74,800 Fil no 
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prisoners of war were forced to march distances ranging 

from 60 to 120 kilometers from Bataan to San Fernando 

although transportation was available and was to have 

been used under the terms of the surrender agreement, 

during which time the following atrocities were committed: 

a. Brutally mistreating, assassinating and 

killing by bayoneting and shooting, without cause or 

trial, Pvt. John Doran, Sgt. Joe R. Vaughn, Colonel 

Mcconnel, Commanding Officer Depot QM, Philippine Dept., 

Pvt. John Osowski, Pvt. Robert Baldwin, Pvt. Harry La 

Chance, Captain David Miller, 2nd Lt. Glen Shaffner, and 

numerous other American and Filipino officers and 

enlisted men and unarmed civilians, many of whom because 

of illness, disease and exhaustion were unable to con­

tinue the march and were bayoneted and shot while being 

helpless and defenseless. 
b. Tying together and massacring by beheading, 

bayoneting and shooting on or a~out 12 April 1942 near 

Pantingan River, Bataan, a group of approximately 400 

officers and non-commissioned officers of the Philippine 

Army, then prisoners of war. 
• c. Brutally mistreating, assassinating and 

killing, by beating with clubs, rifle butts, bamboo 

sticks and other blunt instrumen• vnthout cause or trial 

one Colonel Utenberg, Captain Spigler, M/Sgt. Lee, and 

numerous other American and Filipino officers and 

enlisted men. 
d. Brutally and inhumanly burying alive 

numerous American am Filipino officers and enli 
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e. Brutally mistreating and torturing by 

requiring numerous American and Filipino prisoners to be 

exposed to the hot rays or the sun without any protection 

for unreasonably long periods or time. 

r. Vlillful and deliberate failure and r9fusal 

to furnish even a minimum of food, water , shelter , and 

m~dical attention; prisoners were beaten, bayoneted and 

shot when they stopped to secure food and water by the 

roadsidg; ~risoners were deprived of their shoes and 

forced to march barefoot even after their feet were c~t 

and bleeding. 

g. Exposing said prison'8rs or Viar to artillery 

f .. a.:"0 from Corregidor by halting them near Japanese 

ar-cillery pos 1 tions, resulting in the kiJ.ling of numerous 

American and Filipino soldiers. 

h. ~illfully and systematically stole, robbed 

and l coted from the persons of said prisoners of war 

the~ .. !' perscnal belongings such as money> jewelry, 

blanket s, toilet articles, cigarettes, cameras, and 

oth~r personal objects; in at least one instance a 

JapanGse guard using a rifle butt bru4lly lmocked the 

toeth out cf an American soldier's mouth U1 order to 

obtain gold fillings and inlays ~ said teeth. 

i. F•r·l!tally and inhumanly confining said 

prisoners cf vm-r in various camps and compounds along 

the ~ .ine or mar~h; at Lubac several thousand men at 

point of Japanese bayonet were herded into a sheet metal 

covered warehouse, the building being so crowded 

one could lie down, except those that passed out 

• 
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slumped to the floor, who in many cases were trampled by 

those remaining in a standing position. 

j. By transporting said prisoners of war trom 

San Fernando to Capas under the most cruel and inhuman 

conditions; men were piled into box cars 1n such crowded 

conditions that none could sit down and with hardly room 

enough to stand; cars were sealed up, and men were kept 

there from early morning until late atternoon; there being 

no toilet tacilities the men were forced to urinate and 

dgfecate in their clothes; there being no ventilation, a 

l~ck of food and water, and many men sick with dysentery, 

malaria and other diseases resulting in the loss ot 

consciousne's to numerous individuals. 

k,. That as a result or said "Death March" and 

the roregoin~ atrocities approximately 1 7200 American and 

approx~nately 16,000 Filipino prisoners of war were 

m1ss1~~ and dead. 
l ~ . During the p~riod from about 9 April 1942 to 

1 Augu~7- 1942 at Comp O'Donnell, Capas, Tarlac, 

Phj.lj:~pjI1es, -+:he systematic cruel, barbarous and un-

~ t -,iJ lz <~u t · .. · ~atme~ t of American and Filipino prisoners 
• of wer, hy w:.llfu.J.ly alld delibera-t;ely railing and ref11s-

j.:1g t •:.. furnish or to permit the construction of sanitary 

l~t!'il'.(°'~ o'.:." :my ct!1er necessary s~ation7 by fail!n~ 
a'1d rnf,~s ing 'to t:Jm:!sh f'ood consisting of more than a 

starvation d.iet, necessary medicine for the sick and 

wounded, adequate and safe drinking water; by failing 

and r€f'·\~ing to permit the Red Cross or other social 

agencies to perform their authorized tunctions and 
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some cases taking the food and supplies for their own use; 

by willfully and deliberately forcing American and Filipino 

prisoners of war to perform labor while sick with disease 

and physically unfit; by generally mistreating, torturing, 

and executing numerous American and Filipino prisoners of 

war for minor infractions. By reason of the abo-v~ atro­

cities during said period the deaths of approximate~y 1722 

American and 29,000 Filipinos are recorded. 

15. During the months of May, June and July 1942 at 

Camps 1, 2, and 3, Gabanatuan, Luzon, Philippine~, the 

s7~tematic cruel, barbarous and uncivilized treatment of 

A~eri~an prisoners of war by vdllfully and deliberately 

f ::i :i.J.11:".g and refusing to furnish proper shelter and hosp~&. tal 

facilities; by failing and refusing to fUrnish proper 

to~let facilities and other sanitation; by failing and 

refusi~g to furnish sufficient food, antitoxin for a 

di?htt ~~ia epidemic and other medicines, adequate and 

uncor,taminat~d drinking water; by willfully and deliberate­

ly forcing American prisoners of war to clean Japanese 

latr~ag with their bare hands and to place the excreta 

into 5? gal. drums which they had to cdl-ry about one 

mile to a farm where they v1ere required to spread it by 

hand mrer the garden; by generall~istreating, torturing 

a~d executing nu~~~ous American and Filipino prisoners or 

w1r fer minor infractions. By reason of the above atro­

citie~, during the period 1 June 1942 and to 17 August 

1942 the deaths of approximately 1,463 American prisoners 

are recorded. 

16. During the period between January 1942 
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August 1942 at Bilibid Prison, Manila, Philippines, the 

systematic cruel, barbarous and uncivilized treatment or 

American prisoners of war by willfully and deliberately 

failing and refusing to furnish proper shelter and 

sanitary facilities; by failure to provide sufficient 

food; by deliberate withholding of medical supplias from 

the sick; by generally mistreating, beating, torturing 

said prisoners; and killing, without cause or trial one 

Sgt. Hight and many other American prisoners of war. 

17. Eetween about 20 May 1942 and 15 August 194~ 

at Bacolod Prisoner of War and Civilian Internment Camp, 

Negros Island, the cruel and unlawful treatment of 

A.~e~~ ~an and other nationals by willfully and deliberately 

failing and refUsing to provide proper shelter, sanitary 

facilities, medical supplies and attention; by failure 

to provite sufficient food; by slapping and otherwise 

subjecting civilian women to indignities; by forcing 

prisoners or war to drive trucks in hauling Japanese 

soldiers and munitions for operations against guerrilla 

forc~s. 

18. From about 28 December 1941 to April 1942 at 

Camp John Hay, Civilian Internment Camp, Buguio, Luzon, 

the inhuman and uncivilized treat~t of American, 

Filipino, and Chinese nationals by willfully and deli­

berately failing and refusing to furnish proper housing 

and sanitary facilities; by failure to provide sufficient 

food; by failing to provide medicine and medical attention; 

by cruelly beating, torturing and subjecting to g 

indignities many of said internees. 
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19. About 16 May 1942 at Provincial Prison, Iloilo 

Province, Panay, Philippines, without cause or trial the 

brutal, barbarous, and sadistic torturing of Dr. Gilbert 

Isbam Cullen, an unarmed American citizen, and the deli­

berate and systematic starvation of said doctor for a 

period ot 8 months thereafter, resulting in permc..nent 

maiming and physical disabilities. 

20. About 17 April 1942, at Chinese Ce:crietery, 

8enta Cruz , Manila, Philippines, without cause nr trial 

the brutal and barbarous execution of Dr. Clare~ce 

Kwangson Young, Chinese Consul General of the Philippines, 

Kai Yien Mok, Siao Piu Chu; Yu Heng Loo, !Ru Siu Yao, 

Tc.m Ming Siao, Ching Siu Young and James Kung Vlei Wang, 

ruerr,~ers of the Chinese Consulate. 

~l. During the period from about January 1942 to 

about July 1942 at Santo Tomas Civilian Internment Cmnp, 

Manil&~ Philippines, the inhuman and uncivilized treat­

ment of American, Filipino, Chinese and other nationals 

interned by the Japanese Imperial Forces by willfully 

and deliberately failing and refusing to furnish proper 

housing facilities, by failure to proviie proper 

s tL~itnry facilities, by failing to provid~ medicine and 

necessary medical attention; by f9'ing to provide any 

food, and ry beat i ng and torturing some of said internees 

for t r.e purpo3e of eliciting information ; by brutally 

beating, torturing and finally executing Thomas Henry 

Fletcher, Henry Edward Weeks , and a Mr. Laycock, British 

Nationals. 

22. About 4 Jul y 1942 a large number of 
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and Filipino prisoners ot war, wh Ue in a weakened con­

dition were forced to march from Dansalan to Iligan, 

during which march said prisoners were not given food 

nor were permitted to drink water except from carabao 

wallows, were beaten a.nil bayoneted resulting 1n the death 

of a number of said prisoners; 9uring said march a Hajor 

Navins, an American officer with the 6lst Philippine 

Army was brutally shot and killed after he had collapsed 

from sun stroke. 

2~. From May until 15' August 1942 at Camp Keithley, 

DansaJ.an, Lanao, MinG.anao, Philippines, the systematic 

cruel, barbarous an~ uncivilized treatment of prisoners 

of war, by willfully and deliberately failing and retus-

1ng to turni3h edequate shelter and necessary sanitary 

facilitie~ by feiling and retusing to furnish adequate 

food and sere drinking water, am medicine for the sick 

.?.11d \:-ounded .. Ahcut 3 July 1942 at said camp, the brutal 

bayc-ri0ting am executing of Colonel Robert Veasey, 

CaptPin J e Price and one Sgt. Chandler, American prisoners 

of mu·, a.~ .rspr~ sal for the escape C\f 4 other prisoners. 

~4. F:::-om !: ay ur.til 15' August J.?'2 at Malaybn.lP.y, 

hlnc~tin1.:.:J .. ~ ::i~ ~;-~temi .. tic cruel, barharou~ and unciv~~lized 

t!'P.t:-.i:~011t 0f pr1 sonars or war, b dllfully and del5:berAte­

J. ~,. j~t:! line al'lri r ~fu~ing to turnt sh acequnte shel te!' and 

!'leca!;Sl;\'L .. Y :~ ~r1i ~e:-:7 !'acili ties; by fa!.ling and refusing 

to furnisl~ ~de~i.:ate food and safe drinking water and 

~edir. in~ !or the sick and wounded. In August 1942 at 

said r, ~.np ~ w:ttr.c,ut cause or trial, the brutal an~ 

barous exec11tion of one Sgt. Slascio and another &i p1r~ 
I\ . 
\;~ 
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soldier, both prisoners of war. 

2,. From about March 1942 until l' August 1942 the 

unlawful and illegal use of American and Filipino 

prisoners of war at Nichols Field, Philippines, ns 

details to clean and clear the air field, to build rPn­

\7ays and revetments and to perform any o·ther laror on 

said field .to make it usable for fighters, bombers and 

reconnaissance planes; during said period cf time the 

willful nnd deliberate failure to supply adequate for.d, 

clothing, and misappropriation of Red Cross Supplies at 

Pasay Elementary School, Pasay, Philippines; forcing 

snid prisoners to march n distance of ' to 6 miles from 

said school to Nichols Field and then baclt: after labor­

~ng approximately 11 hotll's and after many of said 

pris~ners had been beaten and tortured and were 1n a 

sickened, diseased and exhausted condition. 

26. About May 1942 at Pasay Elementary School, 

Pasny, Ri?.al, Philippines, the brutal killing of two 

American prisoners of war, D. L. Hardy and William B. 

Sho1"°t and 3 unidentified Filipino pr is om rs; about 

July 1942 nt Nichols Field, Philippines, the brutal 

beating to death of an unidentified Americnn prisoner, 

unable to keep up with work beca~ of malnutrition and 

malaria; £•.bout 10 August 1942 ut ~say Elementary School 

the b;·utal beating of approximately 80 unidentified 

sick American prisoners. 

27. About 6 and 7 May 1942 the willful, deliberate, 

and unla\Vful aerial bombing and artillery shell!~ or 
Corregidor after a white nag had been raised at~' 
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top of Manila Hill by the American forces, by reason of 

which numerous Americans were wounded ond killed. 

28. From about 8 May 1942 to about 24 May 1942 at 

Corregidor the herding of 10,000 American and Filipino 

soldiers and civilians 1n a compound knorm as 92nd G~rage 

area, with no shelter provided, with no food, w!th no 

medical attention or medical supplies, with no s~nitnry 

facilities, ~1th individuals suffering frora m~nria, 
dysentery , and other diseases mixed indiscrimi~ately 1n 

~aid group; the brutal mistreatment by beating, tortur­

ing end shooting any individuals who attempted to leave 

compound. 
29. During May and June 1942 the \7illfUl and 

~elibercte loading of the prisoners captured on 

Corregidor on barges for transport to the city or 

Hanila, thousands of l°bom VTere suffering from malaria, 

dysen~ery ani other diseases and were so weak they 

could ho.rc1ly ualk, with no sl'nitary facilities, \7ithout 

food and ,·mter and w1 th no place to sit do\"m; then 

unnecessarily forcing them into the w~ter near o. beach 

several miles dovm the bay instead or' unloading them o.t 

the pier of Manila. 
30. About 26 May 1942 at M4.. . .Jl o. , Philippines, 

'\ 

Jo.po.n~se Cavalry units compelled the prisoners captured 

on Corregidor t o participate in the so called "Dewey 

Boul evard Victory March", which wo.s a march of 5 to 6. 

hours to Bilibid Prison in Manila, whereby the prisoners 

wer'3 paraded along Dewey Boulevard to be exhibit ,c:us 
'· J 

objects of humiliation and degradation in the eye~ . f 

. I 
~ 
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thousands or Filipinos and Japnnese. During said march 

no fooi, or w~ter, vro.s provided, many persons weak and 

exhausted from lo.ck or rood, sickness o.nd exposure to 

the hot sun f'ell out or line and \'lere brutc.lly beo.ten by 

Ja1)nnese guo.rds. 

~:J.. Durin~ the latter part of' ll'.ly 1942 the trnns­

pcrt~tton or said prisoners captured at Corregidor trom 

E1111'id Prison to Cabnnatuan Prison in an inhuman o.nd 

tr..c i\-1J.ized manner, by crowding groups or 100 persons 

:S~1to ~n:cl~.l carss many of them suffering t'rom malnrin, 

·~ysenter,,' o.nd other d1sonses, and keeping them locked in 

s uid cars f~r a. period of' 6 to 8 hours, as ~ result of' 

~:hie~ ~~"'lY ;.e~sons f einted and were in a co~plete state 

of c~haust::.n:) .• 

j2 ~ l.": rU"'~ Hay a:>d June 1942 a"; Lum"r.nng, J.e.gucn, 

Phil!.pp-t:icr, k ')et:i":lg American prisoners of n~r in the 

L·..trnbl'l ' r;:J:lp 'lJ1di: :c tho most unsmlitar y ~ontl.!tions .. o.nd 

willf '.t: •. ~.Y ! a :S.lin.b t o t ~ .. ,~pj.y ade~ucte food , medic~l cnre 

nnd mf"'~ ~.t:ir e:s nn.d ·:ro:rlt.i ng many of s o.id prir;oner~ wh"lle 

"tho·~ ·1 ~.:- : , ~ -~s · 
• 4 - \.~ ·· · . ... ~""' , 

.; f fh~t ~ 'Sflrr;.a:.:-cl C! . IC.~opicl<: , Sgt. Isaac Lr.n~.y, S(t. Jf.'llles 

Cpl. Dcvid P. .• Rens, 

Ct= ~- ' ::c:1.":l !i. Vl ~0zorek ~ Pft: . Per c.: iv.ri. H. HoJ lymnn~ Pfc. 

\'.'c..de E, Rv'~g<;;i'.' 3 t~!"'.1.1 Pvt. John Duda.sh , c.11 t.merican 

pr1son9!'S 0:" ''!al' os reprisul for the escape of on 

.Amer i r.t .. !\ ;: .. ::.souer. 

Y:ron :~l~out 26 May 1942 to 

::.t Tayr.bas ~ ·t.:.izor., Philippines , the 
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treatment or a road detail of 300 nrisoners of war by 

overworkin3 them, failing to give them ~dequate food, 

tailing to furnish sanitary racilities, and failing to 

provide -..dequate medical care, as a result of which 

approximately 200 men on this detail died. 

34. From about 7 May to 20 May 1942 near Wana, 

Batangas, Philippines, the willful and deliber~te mistreat­

ment of approximately 2)0 American prisoners of war, 

office=3 and enlisted men, captured at Fort Drum o.nd 

Fort Frank; by looting, robbing, and stripping t~em of 

ail their possessions and most of their clothing; by 

forcing them for a period of several days without rest 

to per~orm burdensome labor in repairing a damaged pier, 

du:i:-ing \7h1ch time s:iid prisoners of war f1ere denied 

suffictent food and water and were beaten when forced 

by exhaustion to slow dorm in performance of said uork; 

by failing to provide adequate shelter, sanitary faci­

lities and medical attention; by marching and parading 

said prisoners of w~r with practically no clothing through 

Nasugbu, thereby exposing them to public ridicule, humi­

liation and degradation; as a result o~ the above mis­

troatment numcrou.s prisoners of \'Tar suffered siclmess and 

disease from which they later die~ ~ 
• 35. About 4 August 1942 at Calumpit, Pampanga, 

Philippines, the brutal execution of 5 prisoners from the 

Calwnpit Bridge detail as reprisal for the escape or Cpl. 

Gotlieb Neigum another prisoner of nar. 

36. During May, June and July 1942 

cruel tre~tmcnt of u work detail of 300 
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sent to Batangas, Philippines, by overworking them, fail­

ing to provide adequate and proper medical care, beating, 

bnyoneting and shooting s~id prisoners as a result ot 

which only 20 survived, and 10 or these survivors 4ied a 

fow weeks thereafter. 

3'7, F:llm about 10 Uay 1942 to about 29 June 1942, 

fo~cin~ approximately 200 prisoners of war from camp 

0 'l.lonn~l to work on the Gapan Bridge, Luzon, while 111 

a.11d uno.'ble to so labor, on a starvo.t1on diet and under 

s:v:h uns.-nitary conditions that 37 or said prisoners died 

f.rom malnutrition, m~laria and dysentery. 

33. Betuee~ 2S April 1942, on various work details 

on Batnan Pe~!nsula, Philippines, forcing prisoners ot 

war to perf or~ wo~k relating to war operations by the 

J~panes9 fo~c~s; systematically beating a?¥i mistreating 

priscnc~~ cf ry~x ...lA~d forcing them to work while ill, 

~1th th~ result that only 120 of approxim~tely 500 men 

~ssigne1 ~o thes€ datails survived. 

39, Cn or i;ibout 9 January 1942, a.t Lubao, Pampanga, 

?hil: ppiues, ·co~ turinf a group of Filipino prisoners of 

v1ar by ;~..i.ck~-~~, sticking in the taco vrith bamboo poles, 
' 

r efusing tc nllcw; thPm to drink water placed before them ; 
••• 

wi tho11t cP.use or trial, brutally ~.*:-ig one prisoner by 

~pli tti:"l(! ~1 s f:lrull with a ball pi~ ~mm'3r llnd shooting 

cn.j 1\ill~ne t 170 other prisoners. 

40. vn or ~bout 16 February 1942, at Palo, Leyte, 

Ph111ppin~s, s~vagely torturing two Filipino male civi­

lians by hnnging them by their hands, beating their nude 
l 

bodies with thorn branches, and lighting gasoline . 
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had been poured under their arms and on their genitals. 

41. About middle of June 1942 at Tacloban, Leyte, 

Philippines, the brutal, barbaric and inhuman exccuti~n 

of 4 prisoners of war, Lt. James Bullock, an American, 

nnd Cirilo Belicario, Norberto Mendiola, nnd one Cinco, 

Filipino soldiers, said execution having been imposed 

ns a punishment for attempting to escape. 

42. About 9 May 1942 at or near 646 \Yc.cas Street, 

San Dionis1.o, Paranaque, Rizal, Philippines, without 

cause or trial, the brutal and barbarcus bayone~ing and 

killing of 5 unidentified AMerican prisoners of war. 

Isl itvX c. C.L,Tnentor 
C. CARPENTER 

Colonel JAGD 
Unit~d States Army 

Datod 4 N~vembor _ 1945 

A E l ! 12. A v l I 
Before me personally appeared .the abov~-named 

accuser this 4th day of NobJmbtr, 194S! and made oath 
arxl that he is a person su ec to mil tary law and 
that he personally signed the foregoing charge am 
specificat~.ons and further that he has investigated the 
~ntterR set forth in the charge and specifications and 
that the same are true in fact, to tho best of his 
lalowlcdge and belief. 

Isl John ~· Mccrohan 
. ame 

Isl ''~tain JAGD 
·~ and Branch 

- - -
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~ITIONAL SPECIFICATION 

That on 6 May 1942 despite the offer of surrender of 

General Wainwright, the Commanding General of the United 

States Army Forces on the four (4) fortified Islands in 

Manila Bay, namely, Corregidor Island, Caball o Island, 

Carabao Island, and El Fraile Island and despite ~he far.t 

that the said Forces had laid down their arms and surren­

dered at discretion, the aforesaid Masaharu HOMMA refused 

to accopt such surrender and the Japanese Forces there­

after fired upon said United States Army Forces ~s a 

re!ult of which members or the United States Forces on 

s~id four (4) fortified Islands were killed nnd wounded-

Da~ed 3 December 1945 /s/ ~c. CarpentEfi 
AVTAC. CARPENT 
Colonel JAGO 
United ~tates Army 

P,~fore me personally appeared the above-named 
e~cusc~ thia 3rd day of Deg~beri 1945, and made oath and 
that he is a person subject o mi itary law and that he 
persona1.ly signed the foregoing additional charge and 
addittonal specification and further that he has inves­
tigate~ the matters set forth in the additional charge 
and ad1it1onal specification and that vthe same are true 
in fac·~, to the best of his lmowledge and belief, ,, 

.. 

-

~ /s/ Y P, And,rae 
Name 

/s/ Cafftain, JAGD, AUS 
ank anci Branch 

- -
.... 

da. 
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GE~"ERJ..L HEA~UliRTE.i:tS, UNITED ST/ 'I!i:3 . H 'Y FORCE~, WECJTERN Pl.CIFIC 
APO ::.:': 

15,.~_ 1945 

Referred for trial to Lieutenant Colonel Frank E. Meek, FA, 
Chief Prosecutor of the Mili tnry Cor.r.1:1.-; sic!'l appoin~~cl by para­
gra;ih ij , Special Orders No.~--• this Hea~ql'IH :;ars 

__ lilsn•r _1945. 

B7 oonur.and of Lieutenant Gene~al STYER: 

I•/ /t/ C ~ H. DANIELSON 
Major G~neral, USA 
Adjutant Gpneral 

I hereby certify that I have served a copy hereof, togethe~ 
\'11th a true and complete translation t b'3:.".'eof into Japanese1 on 
the above-named accu£ed this _12.._._d9.l of l'·••r l"J45. 

}I/ .......... • .. IP.._ __ _ 



HEADQUARTERS 
SUPREME COM?-IANDER ALLIED POWERS 

Before the 
MILITARY COMMISSION 
convened by the 
COMMANDING GENERAL 
United States Army Forces, 
Western Pacific 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

va 

Masaharu HOMMA 

ADDITIONAL SPECIFICATIONS TO THE CHARGE 

43. The brutal shooting on or about 10 December 

1941 at Northern College, Vigan, Ilocos Sur, of 

Buenavent11ra BELIO, a Filipino, for his refusal to pull 

down the American and Filipino flags. 

44. During April, May and June 1942, the brutal 

and cruel treatment of a work detail of more than 100 

American prisoners of war sent to the Mountain Province, 

Luzon, Philippines, by overworking them; failing to 

provide adequate or proper food, clothing, quarters and 

medical care ; beating and mistreating them; requiring them 

to carry Japanese weapons and ammunitions and engage in 

warfarq against the guerrillas ; as a result of which 

many of said prisoners of war died f1.~ l~ere killed. 

4,. On or about 7 May 1942, ~~labang, Cotabato, 

Mtndanao, Philippines, did execute Jose Abad SANTOS, a 

civilian, then t he Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 

Government of the Commonwealth of the Philippines. 

46. Between 24 December 1941 and l' August 1942, 

the wanton torture, cruelty and barbarous execution 

Filipino civilians without cause or trial at San Bed~ 

• 
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College in the City of Manila , Philippines. 

47. The widespread, cruel, barbarous and inhuman 

treatment, the torture and the killing of American and 

Filipino prisoners or_ war, American and Filipino civi­

lians and internees ard or nationals or various other 

nations. 

Dat ed: l' December 194' 

Isl Frank E. Meek 
It/ FRANK E. MEEK 

Lt Col FA 
Chief Prosecutor 

AFFIDAVIT 

Before me personally appeared the above-named 
accuser this ...12.... day or Decanber 194,, and made oath 
t hat he is a person subject to military law aJX1 that 
ho per~onally signed the foregoing additional speci­
f icaticns, and further that he has investigated the 
mat t ers set forth in the additional specifications, 
and that they are true in tact, to the best or his 
kn0wl adge and belief. 

43 

Isl Manning D. Webster 
ltl Manning D. Webster 

Captain, JAGD 

... 

___ ,,,__ 
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GE~'ER~L HBJ.DC;UPRTERS, UNITED ST/ 'l'Fi.3 f·1·y ~ORCES, WES~ERN Pl.CIFIC 

AfO . :.:'. 

15 Dacammtr 1945' 

Referred for trial to Lieutenant Colonel Frank E. Meek, FA, 
Chief Prosecutor of the Military Co~mi3sio~ appointed by para-
g:'a::ih...Jl , Special Orders No. 176. _ , this Hea:l~t'ul· ';ars 
___ 15 December 1945'. 

By oom~and of Lieut9nant Gene~al STYER: 

/s/ 
/t/ C .. H. DANIELSOil 

Ma j or G~neral, USA 
Adjutant Gp,neral 

I hereby certify thnt I have served a co~y hereof, together 
with a true and corr.plate translation tbe~eof into Japanese1 on 
the arove-named accuEed this _!2. ___ da;,• of December_l'J4~. 

Isl Frank E· Meek 

Lt Col, !A _ 
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MMMIAIU BOlllJ. 

a.ca••' tor Diaapprnal 
o! i lndlnl ot Qull tJ of the 

Oho .. , • la tbe Alt.naU.w, 
Reoo ... ndatlon f~ CleMMJ 

'°' Li••MDADt Ge••&l Wllb•lll D. ,,,.., Appo1.n\1nc mtborltJ 
lJl the abow ent1t1•4 ca•• 

and 

Oeneral ot th• .,..., Doucl•• Mao Arthur, Contll'lliftl 
Aaat.bor1~ 111 tM abow eaUtle4 ..... 

.. 

1. • •• ot tbe WM1•nlpe4 Det•na• C011M•1 lA the u.w 
ent1 Ued oaa•, MNbJ nqueat th t tb9 tladiJal Of pil V M 

4l•approwd to• tb9 ....... at.aw bJ \be Detena• thl'o\llbOUt 

tb• vial whlah appear l.n the ... _., ln th• ne11t tha' the . 
tln41111 et pll\J 1a .,pl'o-4 1 Det•na• Counael berebJ aubldu 

· a "OG• 1ndatloa tor cle•ner. 

2. !hi etaa1•• •r•lM' the aecnaa•• o•• 
GM•AI 

"Iba\ Maaaban BOllllA lte'9Ma 10 De••MI' 1941 
am S Allp.at 19'2 then Lleuteunt 0.Ml'al of tbe 
lqw•• 1111•ria1 .., dd 11••"'• .. U-ahld la 
the P"11lpp1•• et tbl UM4 tn•• of Japaa •' •• 
witb ._ Oldt•• Gt.at.a ~ Jimerlea d4 lU a11la• dU 
ulawtu11J d1aeaar4 and t all te d11ohar .. bl• cluU•• 
•• awsb ••s•a '° eontN1 U. oteratlona ot U. 
.. aber• of bl• eo••nd penlttinl tb•• to oomdt bru­
tal &troolU•• a nd other hish nl•• a1a lnat b 
people or th• United St • te• of J.merlo~1 tt• elll•• 
and 4•p•nda.nol••, potteularl.7 ~ ,i hulpp 1•• 1 and 
h• , Jlaaahan RO 'A, thenbJ dolr ,- . ~ the Law of War." 

APpmQIQ. CJ!J,ll(,,
0)j 

"That Ma1ahan HO A, then Lieutenant Gerwral of 
\be Jqane• 1-..r1al AraJ alld Co•ud•za-1..ch1•f 1A 
t.b• f h111p"'lrw• of th• A!Wed •"oroe• of J apan at war 
w1 th the U.S. tM 8 ta tea ot ~rlea and 1 U All.lea did 
on 6 ~ 1942 unlawfully ntu•• to 1runt ctuarter to 
UM umed Jooroe1 ot the United State• et "8n1ea an4 
lt• Jlli• • in Manila la1, Ph111pp1rw•, Mild did there­
by Yiolate the law ot wa." 

nt• Com1• 1ion found the Mocu••d "not 1U11 \J'" et JI ad­t 
41 ttonal oh-.r19 but " au11 tJ" of t h• charp. The comtaa1on 

, • " 
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ttd net ..U ttnAlng• en Ul1 or the 1peeUteattona ....,, •• 

eh I'... Orlglnal.17 ~•N wr• t•tr•••v•n 1peelfie ttona, ot 

tltlleb •lefta "" dl•llS.• Met upon •tS.on ot Deten8• at thl den­

elutea et tM Proeention'• • •••• Tile c.mt••1•n'• t a11un 

te .-. tln41ac• P the nutnin1 t:t\Utr-•lx apeeit1•~tlon• 

1eaw1 lA doe\ the --""' et 11••ttte11 tton• ea wttteh th• flad-

1AI ot f'dl'1 et the ellarp l• taaa.a. Jn the eplaion er netenae 

c .... 1, U. ce-t111oa ... la ener tn aet tlaktnc tMH ttftd· 

tap. ISM9 It eannet be d9tllJ111l•d fl'09 the reeon what 

en.• WH ••• ttW ,,. ... ,,." .i hl• eelllilan4 .. a renlt 

of t.a. aoeWlei'• tall•• t. ""W.1 9 1t ii 1.,.11tbl• to ••••­

at• -.tJter tile pWdahMnt inflte_. 11 eomeNurate with the 

1rari. tJ ot •• ••• • Del••• Couaa•l are hrtber Of the opi­

nion Ul• t tb9 Pw-oaeeutSen ta11el to ,...,. ..., et the 1peou1-

oa tiona. It 1a •1 \al to a prop9r det.enaina tlon and r•ri.•• ot 

tbe .... to Di• *•' .,..us. atleM wN prewet til Olite• to 

e1tabll11l U. pat'9n ...... , .. Wlltola tM P..-.ntloa •••••'-, 

•" ... ••••Ual • • 11 .. taa., p1.1t7 it t:M -. ... 

3• '1'he •raeter of OenePal llellil• d ,...,_ t.r tM ~ 

w1 tne1M1 eledlJ Wtoa tee U..t be l• aot th• tne of aan wbo 

would laaft ,.nlttet ht.a t"°'• ti ••• St. atroelt1•• llad h• 

known ot. th•• er had .., M au la 1\11 pewr to prewnt aueh 

thins• frOD ooOUJ'rtnc. General Homa •u taom on Saclo 11land 
( ' '.. 

in 1888. le 1•a•utet tre• tbO 1111~0\. 1\Ae•d••J Sn 1907 and 

f roa tbe ltatt Cellep Sa 1916. . Dart~'f'.!IOl'ld · ar I be ... 

attached te L9Pt Pl ... •'• le .. ,uel'terl ln t"9 •rlti•h Esped1· 

t1onar1 Fer .. • 1n r aa .. and .later••• 'attaehtd to th• j],derahot 

e11•nt ln ! qlaM. In 1911 h• ... 1ent to India and wu at­

t oh•4 to tllll o.neral St aff ot th• Incllan .,.,_, &ad re11&1nt4 . 
there t• three year•. F,.o• 19)0 te 1932 he • •• m111 j.:1 at­

t ach• 1n Lon<lon . ~hilft here h• waa ep o1 nted a • ber of 

\ 

- t' -
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the Jap~•• o011Dla1lon to tbl Gene•• D11al'llall9nt Conterence. 

In 1937 he aoco111>Ul1•d Prlnoe Ch1ch1bu to Enrl~nd to attend 

the ooroution ot l ine Geer .. VI. · Froa 1940 to Ju•t prior t.o 

iono1aa /.nJ• In tlae latter part ot ftoT•ber, thl 14th AnaJ 

••• ba1t11J or1an1 ... ta.n4 be ••• appointed COllll•~•r-in-Ch1et. 

le l• a un ot wld• nl W.al lnten1u and tute1, 1• 

wll Jmewn ., a poet, 11 a inat neder ot &ncll•lt literature, 

and 11 an autllori '7 on the a.1 tl•b bpln. n. abaraoter ot 

tt. aan l• well portra19t 1n ta.. attldan t et Va jor o.mral 

f • s. o. Pt1iott ot u. lrl tl1h aw,, whla •• 1ntrodueed la 

eTlden .. at the trial aJld 11 Al foll ... I 

•1. rollowlnf wl'ltatlll att14a•lt et •3 Oen 
Pranel1 st ... ~t G 14ere1 Ptfrott 8WOrD before Col 
R. c. Hal•• Jiil when 1n otr • 1n London text lte-
1tn11 

•1. J ttr1t knew oen. HcJ•• tben a Capt. wh•n 
l wu heed ot In' ot 2nd 11'1 Uab Arri iA Frame ln 
191~. "• ••• att to !.ePd Pl11Mr'1 llQ with other 
alll•cl ott1c•n u4 dul'lq tb11 period .. ,uUM a 
••17 root knowta4,. Enall•h lanpqe. saaequeat-
11 knew bi• be wal Mite Mlli\arf At'8iebe 1n LondeD 
and I wu h~ad Far a1t.rn See. at War otrta. ta 
1920-1921. Late• when YU. Attaeb ln !ek70 between 
1921 and 1926 When 1emn1 at Wd ott1 .. ·betwea 
1927 *114 1cn S and •t•1n wbea 111111tal'J' Attaebe at 
TolrJo tr011-l'36 to 939 I wa1 in more or 1• •• eontl-
nuou 1oc1al aad ettlelal ••taet H-• ••• •111-
tary Attaoh• tn London h'olil 1930-1932 and l*I ta 
Tok70 tro• 1931 to 193A. Ia 1939 h• •u coc 
Tt • nta 1n. . 

•t. Durtnr whole thl• peno ,-..tonied 1 olo•• 
per1onal tr1•ad•h1p witb hla. ; o· •.. t~ hill atronr-
11 ph19loall1 and .. ntallJ detAr 1P broad minded 
ud oom.~eatlw ot independent .0.Jn, wt th a a.. 
Mr et 1entt•at, hwroaa and ~rt rood OOllPanJ'• 
He ••• an ardeat aupporter ot Analo Japan••• alliance 
and an equa11J d11belte.-r in L••cu• ot l ationa. 
Ria toretsn at! 111at1ona were .. tnlr Br1t11b ex­
cept • • requi ... d by h1• oftlelal po1n when nlll . He 
had no 1peo1al Pro-Gena.n proo11Y1 tie•, r ather the 
reftn•. !fi• t"eJ'Ut tion in J f!J>4.M•• ANT trot1 a 
11111 t; ry point or •1•• • • • ot hldt••t, qu1 te apart 
trot11 h11 ... ii known reputnt 1on ot betn1 pro-BPit 'h 
< nd an expert on the Br 1 t11h mplre. lie • a• 1Jl 1' 

t act, eon11dered too pro-Br! tiah by cert in cirel•• 

~ 3 -
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in .ra;auw1• A:nfl· He otten d••or1b•4 bi• •ttie, 
'Li•• and l•t ll",' •nd wa• ot 111 Hrtain bo1r­
led .. neftr bltoo1ated witb eztrea1•t a1lit~l1\a. 

"3• Ho1ma wa• to., uottio1al Juaowle4c• 
blu .. d bJ tit• a. .. ral !tatt in Tot10 tor not t~k-
1nf earlier and more dra1t1o 1tep1 a1alut tlae 
Br tlall oonee111on at Ti•ntala 1A 193~ o•inc to 
well known wallna•• ot Japw•• eha1A et eo••Dt 
.... llat1on ,. ••• taS. .. •lf n11tec1 to front at b•-
1innlD1 Chln• .. war ud at hie n11••M•Uon 
Hl'tatn ..,,_..laate 0094• "" remoftd tor r••-
poutb111 t7 S.a lankina atno1t1e1 Jap.,.•• GHQ Sa 
China had le•t oontaet with 1•wral ot 1u1d a.ct-
•anoed untta. Thu ••t•r• •P••lt1eall7 to ..-.. 
teat ul ta, idlt ten poltee t1etaehllenb are alwa1• 
Independent ot a117 oontl'o1 tr .. loeal eemd•· 

"4. General loma'• •1•n "" lM•pe•nt, 
...... , . ...,..nftartan ·ans ••PJ c!et1n1tely pro-
BrStS1h u. latter ewn after Aa1lo lapam•• a1- · 
ll_, .. te•baU•n et wbteft had been a 
••~,.. 411appo1ntlleat to hi•• 

"Zn41. Dated at 6 SJ)r1n1 Gardea t..doa, " 
I•• 1"6. J>ulJ 1t1'*1 an.I witne••••·• 

•· 'Dae aent. ... tilpe1et bJ the C0111Bia1ton, "to b• •hot 

to .... '' -•trt,• ttldteate• ~•1r intention to aceord 

to b _ _.. • heBOrabl• death. It denote• that the c .. 

• 

ld•i• .. •t oem_. ot tlle per1onal pll t ot tm aeeu• ... 

Ratba, lt .... , e1ear17 and eon•1no!n1l1 th1i t in orlerllll 

bi•,_, te death, tt 11 punlahtaa bJ tl'OQ U.. Jap .... 1e AnJ 

and ,..,i.e.. !M enlJ otteftle he ••• eha re•d •1th h&Yiq per-

1ona1lr •••llttet In nolatton of the Lan ot tier Wd "tb 

ntu•1 w rraat quarter to tM Anect r orce1 of the Un1t.4 

State• of Alltrtea and ltl Jl11•• in , # -~la !ay, Ph111pp1n••·" 
, \ . 

On "'11 aose he wu ••Claitted. ' o· •. i 
'· !h• "eord In tht• ea•• 1hcrn ~at the laok ot eoatrol 

wttb •t• • wu eharpd wa1 not du• to oUlpabl• tallve on 

bl• ,.,. lie •t• not ltaw tuoh eontrol beoaua• it waa not 

11wa te Ill• b' hl• •up•ri••· heh 1aoll of control •a• in­

herent ta the Jap ••• Any. He eou14 neither oboo•• nor 

rel1•ft hi• off icer•. Hie otr 1aer1 and men·wn 1na4eque.te11 

- 4 - .. 
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vu-• t• tile .,.nuu. IM ultl 9011tri•la1 bi• Anr 
WN -taatlJ ........ te ••' nquin•aU 1Jl •taa91' the .. 

u.. n. •nuU• t..,•o'l-11 wtllela an .... 1a nr Aral 

ue •' _.. ta tbe 1 .. .-.. ~· lmpel'ial Oe•wal B•_.,_._ 
ten_. s.a ua.,...•"' ntb aa1a ,.iur *i.M air"w taa. 

1•"1V fl6 bU nllerdi•'-• alld tntlahl••• et tlMU NfOl'U 

te ldlae le la.at Yi.Ul 1u,pli•• .-b .. t ... , -'let•a, 

... ••t•al 181'81lat10M' , .. .alela b• .... ",. ........... . 

le ai.. la-.t tr.-.ona'1•· n. ........ I' et aau.a -

.., ..... -···· l' ........ - alNllQ ~' WtinlUe• 
.._ liltdittw·t po-1- ot Ml'8 anS te.,ina ot ur•nuGl•W 

aal 1te1t •• •rl.onen ot a ...... to M.,._ tlaM bi.I 1Wt 

.,,.,..,. _. ••tl•tat, 1n t••' _ .. 1 .. •• ot bU om 

• ..,.. 1bl .......... and eal'lJ "le- et prile•H et 

_. 1.8 ~J UUeaUw _, tlll .. ., .. ••1- ••II'' 
1lwa 'r o.mral Homa to U. prottlea with whleh be wu paw-

lr eone•nM· 111 p•111A17 ntr ••• to eonduet a Uttlnl' 

• ..,alp, to defeat aN1 eaptul'e ttw Amtriean ~ eat tortn8-

••• • Aa h• wat1t1ed "b• Md to do wttll .. , - aa...• ln 

j•d1laa .e..tber h• M41d unlawtullr dt1re1ard aad tall to ..,._ 

tNl U. o,.r• tlon• of the •mber• of h11 oa•and," tM 

deoialon 1hould b• ba1ed not on thl eon"'91 h• tbeuld ba~ . 
bad, not oa the oontrol he would haft had •• t.h• eo•a.nder et 

$\'" 

an 8J'llJ of t.M Un1 ted t te1 , but o• •• ~\. control he aotuallJ 
~~ jl . 

bad aa a lleuteaan\ ,.nnal ot the J ... ..41M i.,erlal A"'71 the 

14th ~ 1n the Pb111pp1M•· Thi• point oannot '• 1tre1M4 

too 1tronal1. In or•r to b• found p11tJ ot eulpabl• tailv• 

to co!\trol t ie l"!Ult be judged not on the eeatrol h• 11lould haw 

had but on the eontrol h• aotu.M.111 had. 

6. lb• Ctlle prea~nted to th• Coael11len caw a •1atorted 

piot\IJ"e or concli t1on1 and •••nt1. 1'h1• ••• •UI '4t Ual taet 
...... 
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that wit••••• tor the Pro1ent.lon ln MAJ 1natanoe1 pao11l1 

.......... an te1t.U1lnl and th• t••' tha.t F11lp1DO olY11-

laM woul• •' WI tlt1 en Nbalt et tbl aee••• beeaU8• et 

~ 1DW- aa1•1lt1 pNffD'11 tel\ Sn the Ph111pp1- I1land1 

qdnl\ the l••-·· Am71Uft .SU.IHI wn ln u. UnlW 

l , 1 '91 aal theNfon Uftaftila~le. FaeU ta.-able to the ... 

• ,.... eoul• • •b.tal_. la••'~ ln1\.nM1 on11 tUoalh ...... 

ex .. 1aatl•· lluetl of th9 •ri••nee •• ln the ten ot attl•anu 

tlaleb denl.H the aecnaaed \h1I 91»portwnlt1 ot uoe ... x•lilm\ien. 

'Ill•• e1nmitaDH• all ... lned to •••'"1 tbl ,...1~111-

et •lldftl tile •et•m• to tillleh the aecu ... w.1 •nUtled. 

'I• Ja Yi•• or tM 01Jt-taneesde1erltted aMft and la 

tale laten1t et 'ut.1•, 1\ 11 reeo••nted the t. lf th9 tlMlq 

et pl1'7 be allow4 to atand, Ulat the 1e11teaee, •to M 1bo\ 

- ... tat -~ _._.,,. - -­et,..... 

- ' -
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GENERAL DONOVAN: Is the Accused now ready to enter 

his plea? . 
CAPTAIN OTT: If the Commission please, the Accused 

intends to file motions and pleadings in this case. Counsol 

for Dti!f'ense has been unable, due to the shortness of tj.me, 

to prepare those motions and pleadings, wh~ch we inten<l to 

f'Ue. 

This matter has beon informally discuss€d with Colonel 

?loek oi the Prosecution and, if' the Commission insists upon 
I 

a plea, ~e nan enter upon a stipulation, if acceptable to 

the Commission, ond then we can proceed. 

COLONEL MEEK: It was the understanding between ccunsol 

this m~rn~ that it could be stipulated into tho record 

thr.t such preliminary pleadings and motions that counsel 

tor the Accused might desire to file may be presented to 

tho Coi:mission on or before 24 December and that the 

failure to present at this time will 1n no way prejudice 

tho A~cused's right prior to plea or otherwise. 

GENERAL DONOVAN: That is satisfactory. 

Masaharu Homma, at this tiae the Commission will 

he&r your plea to the Charges and specifications which 

have b3en read to you. , ~~~ 

You may either plaad guilty O?tl~~ guilty. 

IJAJOR SKEEN: In view of the stipulation between the 

Prosecution and t he Dof'.enso, the Accused is now ready to 

plead to the general issue. 

THE ACCUSED: I plead not guilty. 

GENERAL DONOVAN: Does the Prosecution have any 

recommendationsto make before tho Comr.i1ss1on at this time? 
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COL0NET~ ~F.K: The Prosecution has no recommendations 

to m~ka unless the Co~mission would de sire e recommendation 

as to when wa shall be ready for trial. 

GENEHAL DONOVAN: I would like to hear when you would 

be r nady for trial. 

COLONEL MEEK: Sir, we have some vri t~u:~ se3 tc ge·: 

cut of Japan and possibly one or tV10 out o::- i;h~ St a i;f.S. 

r:owever, \7e will be. ready to go to trial w~·~·':i.i!l 1~e.1 c!eys 

tc t ·,, "' ·N''3c:·:s. Hovrever, I want to say thj.~ ~ -in cief ar er ce 

t0 Defen~e ccunsel: I :-ealize how late they g.:r•: intc 

tr.i::J cr-.se and I appreciate some of the things the.t they 

h.v.ve tc ~.:i r.nd any reasonable rc.C!uest for 6.elay in th~-;-. 

t:'aS3 ~.'Jat ~..; made by Defense cotmsel ~ the Prosecution 

YI~:'.!. nrt !'<.!S 1st. . 

l~JOR SK.E3N ; Defense counsel feels that in order 

~c prepare an adequate defense and conduct an 1nvestiga­

t1:.n cf these ChC\rges and specifications, w~ will require 

~ moath., Now , t.his j.s based on the fnct that these 

charg~s, the dates in which they occurred, are three years 

ago .. The Defendant has grf\nt difficulty remembering 

r."cJe-:>i .~'ic instann<::s and persons that mj.ght !)rove helpful; 

'i5 pc::·.:·~ent of the possible wi tnesst•'.J are at present in .. \ 
Japa!1 r somu are in Korea, and som{ .i. :it China .. .. 

. ..,r)r t.·~r~t :.."Hc:.~on, ::;ir, in all f a irness s nd justice 

to t~; Lccus~d , ~•d in addition the fa~t that the Defense 

has jur. t taken oi1er this case a few days ago, we f eel 

that a month is not at all an unreasonable r equest. 

GENERAL DONOVAN: Do you have anything else? 

MAJOR SKEEN: No, sir. 
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GENERAL DONOVAN: The Commission will be very glad 

to assist the Defense by obtaining additional Defense 

counsel, if necessary, in order to expedite this case. 

If this case goes to trial during the first part of 

January and the Prosecution begins to present the evi­

dence, additional time will be available to the Defense 

to gather together witnesses and other material. 

The Commission will now recess and reconvene on the 

3rd of January, 1946, at 8s30 a. m., at the High 

Commissioner's Residence, Dewey Boulevard, Manila, or 

on such other date or at such other place as the 

Presid1ng Officer may hereafter determine~ for the pur·· 

pooe ol proceeding wi t.h the trial of Masahura Homma. 

MAJOR SKEEN: May the Defense say one thing more, 

sir? 

GENERAL DONOVAN: Yes. 

MAJOR SKEEN: It isn 1 t a question ot additional · 
' counsel. it is the tremendous amount of research and 

the tremendous amount of poople that must be interviewed 

before we can even start. That was the reason for re­

questing at least a month. 

GENERAL DONOVAN: I understand that • 
• 

The Commission will now be ~ recess nnd reconvene 

on the 3rd of January. 

(Whereupon, nt 0850 hours, 19 December 1945, a 

recess was taken until 0830 hours, 3 January 1946.) 
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