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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
CJRTUL TJWfSLAnffo DITI SIOlf 

PROTOCOL BETWEEN FRANCE AND J APAN 

CONCERNING THE GUARANTEE AND 

·~·HE POLITICAL UNDERSTANDING. 

TC Ne. 1 ?544 

The French Government and the Jaoanese Government 

eouBlly dee1rous of maintaining neace in the Far East. 

I nspir ed by the pacific and friendly so1rit wh1ch 

orevai led at the drawing up of the agreement brought in­

to be ing by the notes exohanged on August 30 , 1940, and 

likewise oromnt ed by the a1ncere desire to adhere to such 

course. 

~ Anxious to assure the atab1lizat1on of t he friendly 

relations r e cent ly established between France and Thailand, 

have on the foll owing: 

1 . The Japanese Government guar antees to the French 

~overnment the final and irrevocable character of the 

settlement or the oonfliot between Fr ance and Thailand, 

euoh ae it ensued, in ooneeauenoe of the mediation or 

the J aoaneee Government, from the Pe~ oe Agreement of 

May 9, 1941 between France and Thailand and the annexed 

dooumente . 

2. The French Government accepts the above-mentioned 

guarftntee of the Japanese Government. It will exert itself 

in the maintenance of pea ce in the Far East, and in particu­

lar in the establishment or friendly good neighbour relations, 

aa well aa in the development of close economic rela tions 

between French I ndochina and J~pan. 

Moreover 
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DEPARTMENT OF STAT! 
CINT1lAL TIWfSLAnlfO DI VlSIOlf 

PROTOCOL BETWEEN FRANCE AND JAPAN 

CONCERNING THE GUARANTEE AND 

·~·HE POLITICAL UNDER ST ANDING. 

TC "•· l ?544 

The Frenoh Government and the Jaoaneee Government 

eouelly deetroua of ma tnts t ning neace i n the Far Eas t. 

I nspired by the pacific and f r iendly so1r 1t which 

nrevailed Rt the drawing up of the agreement brought t n­

to being by the notes exohanged on August 30, 1940 , and 

likewise or omnted by the sincere des i re t o adhere t o such 

course. 

Anxi ous to assure the stabilizat i on of the f riendly 

relattons r ecent ly established between Fr ance and Thatland, 

have on the following: 

1. The Japanese Government guarantees t o the Fr ench 

~overnment the final and irrevocable character of the 

settlement or the conflict between Fr ance and Thailand, 

euch ae it ensued, in conseouence of t he mediation or 

the Jaoaneee Government, from the Pe~ ce Agreement or 

May 9, 1941 between France and Thailand and the annexed 

documents. 

2. The French Government accepts the above-mentioned 

guarantee of the Japanese Government. It will exert itself 

tn the maintenance of peace in the Far Ea st, and i n particu­

lar in the establishment or friendly good neighbour relations, 

as vell as in the development or close economic relations 

between French Indochina and Japan. 
I 

Moreover 
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~oreover the ~rench JOvernme nt declares that tt do eo 

not \ ntend to c'>nclune , w1 th r"gA!'• o the French Inda-

~h1nA , Any R~re~ment or under s ta nd ing w1th a third oower, 

whtch mny provide for pol1tic~l, econo~1c or m\lttary 

cooperAt\on of a nAture d\rP.c ·ly or in~trect ly opnos lng 

JA"oan. 

~ . The nresent Protocol ehall be r at 1f 1P.d and the 

r At\.f t catione ahAll be exchanged at Tokyo wi th in two 

mo nths follow~n~ the dat e of signature. Tn case of need, 

the French Government may s ubs t i tut e its instr ument o~ 

rattf1cqt1or1 by a writ t en not ice or rat1 "1cat1on; in such 

cFee the French 1overnnent shall send its instrument of 

r8t1f1cat1on to the Japanese Government as s~on as noes1ble. 

The nresent Pr otocol e~a ll come 1nto f orce on the dAY 

of the exctange of r e tificnt1on. 

I n fait h whereof , the underei~ned, having been du l y 

authorized by their respective uovern~ent s have signed 

this Protocol and thereunto Affixed their seals . 

Done 1n dunl1cate in the French and Japanese lan­

guages , etTokyo on May 9, 1Q41, corre spond ing to the 

ninth day of the fifth month of the sixteenth ypar of the 

Showe Ern. 
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~oreover the ~rench ~o~ernme nt eeclares t hat tt doen 

not 1 ntend to c~nclude , wt th r"gRrr o the F?·ench Indo­

ch1nA , ~ny NrreP-ment or undereta nd tni?.: w1 th a third no,.,er, 

which mny provide for politicql , eco nomic or mt litary 

coop ernt ton of a nAture d trP.c·,1y or in'1 1rect1 y op•»OA ing 

JAnan. 

~ . The nreeent Pro t ocol eha ll be r 3t 1f 1P.d a nd the 

r At t ft ca t1one ehAll be exchanged at Tokyo w!th1n t wo 

mo nths foll ow~ng the date of s1gn~ture . n case of need , 

the French Government ma y subst i t ut e lta 1netru~ent o~ 

~Att f1 cAt i on by A writ t en not i ce of rat 1 ~1cat1on ; i n such 

cPse t he ~rench 1overnnent she l l s end 1t s ins t r ument of 

rat1f1cat1on t o t he Japa nese Governm ent a s a0on ae nossible. 

The present Protocol s ~A ll come into f or ce on the dAy 

of t he ex c~ ange of r~ t1ficn t1on. 

I n faith whereof, t he under s igned , hAv1ng been dul y 

au thor1~ed by t heir respect ive dovern~ent s have signed 

this Protocol and thereunto a f f ixed th~ 1r s ea l s. 

Done 1n duol1cate in t he French and JapAneee l an­

guages, etTokyo on May 9, 1941, corresoond1ng to the 

ninth day of the fifth month of t he sixteenth y ~ar of the 

Shows ErA. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
CDfTRAL TIWfSLAnNO DIVISIOff 

TC Me. l 7544 

£ncl ~eure ~o . ~a to deenhtC~ fc . 561~ 
(io tfl!n ~' ... 'lY ~ ;r . io.n, fror.: t'·v· ~,..,tneey 
nt Tokyo 

Cony of com-unicAt io n fli!c!reaaed ly Pr jnce ''or·nvf!!C.yci, 
Chte~ 0f the ThA! rornniAAion for t~e nefot•~t1on of the 
1'h~ !.-h·er.ch Ino0chineP.e Ar;1·ecment , to tr.e :·rPnch Ambe e­
eAdor at ~okyo , V. Ch~rle~ Are~ne-Henry . 

To~vo , ~Ay c , 1P4l 

l-~r . krbne s arlor, 

I h~v p t he honor to c nf ~r~ to Your fyce ll P~cy the 

verb~l A~r Pement a l reAdy reAchea by u ~, u nd ~r the t erme 
PAct of 

o f which the l nstru~entP or r at1f1cntion of the / n )n-cggr ee-

c1on conclud~l on June 12 , 1P4C betwe en Mhn11ana and Fr ance 

""Uet b e e>· c}-leng Pd At Banr-kok within two m n+he f ollowing 

the excharl£e of rst1f1cRt1 ons of the Peace A.:rr~~ment which 

we hav~ juft elgned. 

T avo l l myself of t r.ls oprort'l..nl ty, :.a-. Ambflasodo r, 

to renPw to Your EY cell ency t he a P.eur once of ~Y very high 

consldernt1on. 

( S1gnee ) : VARl'VAI DYA 

P1P. Fxcellency 
Mr . Chnrlee Are~n e- Henry, 
AmbaseAdor Extreord1n~ry And 
Plen 1 noten t1ary of F1•an ce 1n 
JAt"Sn . 

TOKYO. 



~ncloaure No . ~<b} to despatch 
:·o . 613 d1tte'1 ?'ny ?~ , ~41, 
~rom the Ernbc acy At ~okyo . 

r Y of comrun'cn "l n AddreeRed by Pr:nce Vernvntdyt , 
rh1 ~ o~ th e Thn• ro~~\r e• nn for the negot1at1on of the 
The!- ... rcrch ! ndoc,. nef.1e Ar::ree~ent, to the F1·~nch AmbAe­
et>f r at 'Toi yC1 , M. "'hn!·2ee Ar@P.no-!'enry. 

T hvv ~ the nonor t o conf 1r~ to Your ~xcellency the 

verbt.·1 nr::r eern ent 11lre11ny reoch·~c. by ufl, under the terms 

o~ ~h1ch the rrinc'nle of ooen1ng Co nnulAt ee of T~~lland 

P.t l anol, Phnom P enh and V 1. ent1An~ and or eA .. r bl teli\.ng 

Fi ConsulP.tP '> " fra ncP. at Battamban h f1G been mut\i.ally 

a cc er: t ed. 

!t 1s likewise under Atooe t lwt the f ormer Consulates 

of Franc e in Thfl11P.nd cftn be re-eAt1tbl \eh.,d, A S h1te et1p u-

l~ ted rt the tine of the con~lue1on of the treaty of 193? . 

I av~il myself of th1e oooortunity , ~r. Amba es• dor, 

o ren~w t0 Your Excel l ency the a~surance of my very 

high cone 1dProt1on. 

S~gnea: VARNVA~DYA 

P. ts Fxcell~ncy 
Vr . rherlee Ar~~n~-henry 
AmbAePador ~~traordinary 
And Pl~n1notent1~ry of France 
1n JAnen . 

TCKYO. 
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"cr"Tl"'\•1'cnt1cn Rc'ldreAs,. 
h ~ Th •1 • ,. ("\ ... 1 ~ o • o n • 

"he ~•A !-- rn·h ~ndorh 1 nenr Rfl 
\m~ •• tr '!' }·y , '· ' 't 1 1•le 

'T' KY I '1 ;, , ~. 

T i, • ·. " · t ' l' nor 

" w ch t wil l bf' recor."' Pntl,.n t the orrrri1 ee1 n ft'):- the 

n e 1 rr· ttr u nt , on 

• l e I) J 

A~reeri nt, tr e PO lre o f th~ F'r·••n<'h Gov •rr rn . ., o ret a in 

he t e~ • l c o f 9A?'TEAL SR!-: ... , a R form • ng Ar·t ot the Anr-kor 

~roun . 

Tt to Af'"rP. td thnt he ~ounrlfiI':' ~omm1At! :. l!hul', 1r 

r! o r ln J COM"'li»n fl .!'lt1on of eaunl nret !.n fnvor of Thniland . 

to ren"w t o Your .... )r<'t-' 1 Pncy t.r.e l'l"~1n·nr.c~ of my very 

h!.~h conf't d e1·r t on. 

!He EJC e l l~r.cy , 
~r . ~h•r! e o AroPre- enry, 
Am bn fl n11dor r;- x t. rAort~ 1nr1 y 
end Plen ~notPntlary of i;-r11nc e 
1n .Janf-n. 



"' ~ rnrr- n' C'n \ n RrldreneP 
t t lw Thn • '" n"1'r. 1 ~o · o n f 

~ 1 R !-~ ~n·h ·n~orh 1 n~~e R~J 
• 1~1"\ .. Pt ':'0~yc, / h !'le 

'1" li:y • ''1 

'1 1 • A_,\ t ~ i r.1 r•1·, 

• h 

o . 

·or • r t Yl)u r E C"l 1 "ncy th~ 

y lf' , tA n Pl' • ~ c t.e: ""B 

r w• ch t will hp recor:· Pnt!Nl the CowT!.sa1 n ~or the 

'l<' unt, on 

A;-r ~ rn nt , tr r> <' eolre o f the F1·•>nC'h Gov .. rr me n o re u1n 

groun . 

n f' c ,. EH! P r y n r " v 1 d P. , 1 n t r " c ' ng th~ n •"' w bo u n d il r y , a t e :--

r! o r lA l coM·)en ~ n lon of enunl nrN in fR vor of Thn !.land . 

I nva t l myaPlf n f t .,_ ,A onror ':•1tty , ?~r· . Ambnno ado: , 

to r en ~w t o Y '1UI' ;--,, c e l 1 ency t.1·. e n Cf' lrnn ro of my ve1•y 

hi~h con~ \ ~ ~rP \on . 

8 1.'!ned: ViU\N\'A:DYA. 

tt ta i:-x e llenc v 
\
. .. . 

:.1 . "'hq r l eo t rPre- em•y , 
Ambn popdor ·xtraor~ l nr1y 
ond P1en !notent1tH'Y of F' rRnc e 

n .TAnf n. 

T('l l(YC' . 
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~ncloeure ~o . ~( C) to de enatch 
No . 5 - 1~ duted May ~~, 1~41, 
from the Embn o ~ y ~t ~o~yo . 

ro· y 0~ • m U ~! ~R tlon AddreAsee by Prlnc ~ Vnrnvn
4

dya, 
~ ~ t r! o• t' e Tho' ~omm ~e\on for the negot1at lo n of the 
Th !-F1 r~ct : nctnch1ne~e agr~eoent, t o the ~rench AmbHe­
apfo r p -okyo , ~. hArl e P Areene- 0Pnry. 

~nkyo , ~ay 9 , 1941 . 

T have t~e honor to oonf 1r~ to Your Excell~ncy the 

vertFl n~r~ement ~lreAdy rencherl by uE, under the ter~e 

of which 1. t l s cee1 r·At-l e that fo l lowi ng tr.e ret1djustment 

of the bounanrlee , d:rcct ne~o·•n:tone between ~he cornr.e-

tent n ut~ort:•pe of Th~~lqn~ And I ndo ch1.nA be 1n1t1ated 

ar 6 00 n ae ooee~tle, ~!th re~n rd to t he c~rrying out of 

t ti e ?H' OV t q l ons of the Commerc1~1 And Cuf'tOmA Af; reement 

o •' Decer. ber ~ . 19:7-? , and for a new deftn1.t1on of t he 

du t le~ o• the ?~er0r.g ~1gh Comm1se1on. 

It \~ ltkewt se Rrreed th~t the cornPetent Author1t1ee 

of ThR11And and ~ndocr ina shall come 1nto contcct , as soon 

P.e poe~1ble, 1n order to work nut conmon regula 1one ror 

the 9or er Pol1ce. 

I ava11 my~elf of th1P o~nortun1ty, ~r. Ambassador, 

to renew t o Your Sycellency the A~eurEnce of my very h1gh 

conetderat1f)n. 

S1p;ncd: VAFNVAIDYA 

f'~ a Sy cPll ency 
vr. ~hArles Are~n e-henry , 
~~taPrAaor ~ytrP.or~ 1nary 
Rn~ PlPn notent1Pry of FrAnc e 
to Jponn. 

TOKYO. 
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EncloPure No . ~(t) to rleanstch 
' . ~rl~ dnted ~~Y ?~, 1c41, 
f1 ·orr the ~~"l~P.sy At Tokyo . 

~ony of coMmun1~At\on Addres~eo by ~r1ncc Vernva1dyA, 
:h\tf of the ~hA ! ComQ1P ~ 1on f or the nevot1At1on or the 
! hA ! -French Tndo ch • nt>Ele sgre e1T1t-nt, . to the French AMbA~­
i:tAdor st T0!-"yo , v . "rAr1 es ArAene-n~rnry . 

I hPve t he honor to confirm t o Your Sxcellency the 

verbal ~grt-ement slready r es ched by ue, unr er the terme 

of whl ch the eou11 1ty of treatment, as regards entry, 

est~b11shment And enteror1see, nrov\dee ror in Art i cle 5, 

2 o f t he Agreement wh~ch we have Just s1gned , mu~t be 

inter preted as eaual1ty o f treatment in all respects , 

with the following two excention~: 

1 - French nAttonel e eh.all not benef i t from the 

eousl trea tment with reenect to the Acauieition of real 

property of the nublic domain. They shall be subject 

in th~s resnect t o the pr ovisions of the Treaty of Fr1end­

eh\o , Commerce And Navigation of December ?, 193? and its 

Annexes . 

? - ~rench nationals who were not domiciled i n the 

ceded t err itories at t he ttme or the tranAfer or sovereignty 

and who enter the ceded ter r1tor1ee shall be sub j ect to the 

nr ov1e ione or the Imm1grat1on Law or •..• ••• •. •• .• Thailand. 

I av~11 mys el f or thi s opportuntty , Mr. AmbBesador, 

to renew to Your Sxcellency the assurance or my very high 

oons iderPt1on. 

Signed: VARNVAIDYA 

Hie £xcellency 
Mr . Charles Areene-Henry, 
AmbaSAAdor Extraordinary 
and Plen inotentiary of France 
i n Japsn. 

l 
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EncloPure No . ~(e) to rleBnA t ch 
'r. 561~ dnterl ~PY 2~, 1941 , 
f 1·o rr the EmbflErny At Tokyn . 

~ony or communlcAt\on Rddree~eo by Prince Vpr nvR ldyA, 
Ch\~f o~ the ~hA! ro~r1Fe1on ror the ne~ot1Rt1on or the 
ThA!-Fr~nch T ndoch·n~~e a~re e~~nt , to the French AMbA ~­
Mh~ or At Toi- yo, v . ~hArl es Ari:1 ene-n~rnry . 

I hAve the honor to confirm to Your Excellency the 

verbal AP"l'~ement alrea<\y r esched by ue, uncer t he terms 

of whlch the enu•l 1ty of trea tment , as r egards entry, 

eeteb1iehment And enternr1see, o r ov1a ee r or i n Article 5, 

2 of t he Agreem~nt wh~ch we have ~ ust s igned, mu~t be 

i nter pret ed as eouallty or treatment i n all respects , 

wit h the fol l owi ng t wo exceotione: 

1 - French nAt t onale shall not benef i t from the 

eoual trea tment with reeoect to the Rcouisition of real 

nrooert y of the nubl1c domain. They shall be subject 

1n th~s reeoect t o the prov1s1one of the Treaty of Fr1end­

eh \ o , Commerce And Navigation of December ?, 193? and its 

Annexes . 

2 - French nationa l s who were not domi ciled 1n the 

ceded t errt t oriee a t t he ttme or the tranAfer or sovereignty 

s nd who enter the ceded territories shall be subject to the 

nr ov1e 1one or t he Imm1grat1on Law of •••• ••• ••••. • Thailand. 

I avEt11 mysel f or this opuortuntty, Mr. Amb11esador, 

to renew t o Your Sxcellency the assurance of my very high 

coneider~t1 on. 

Signed: VARNVAIDYA 

Hie t::xcellency 
Mr . Charles Arsene-Henry, 
AmbasBAdor Extraordinary 
And Plen1notentiary of France 
tn Jaoen. 



' 

Enclo Pure No . ~(t) to a~snatch 
~~ . ~Fl~ dnted MPy ?~, 1941 , 
f t ·nrr the f:m~ e RY At Toky() . 

~o~y or COMmunicAt\ on Rdd re e~ P rl by Prtncc VprnvAidyA, 
~h1 Ef or the Ths ! ro~n1Pe1on fo r the ne~otiAtton or the 
ThA1-FrPnch Tndoch·n~~e a~ree~Pnt , t o t~e French AMb~ ~­
AA l~ or 11 t Tor yo , v . CrArl ee ArAene-nem·y . 

Mr. .t..mbf' e f'flrl or , 

I hPv e the honor to conf irm to Your Sxcellency the 

verbal l\gr~ement alr eady r e8ched by ue, unrer the terms 

of wh1ch the enut l i ty o f trea t ment , a a regar ds entry, 

estPbl~ ehment ~ nd enternr1ses, or ov1dee f or in Article 5, 

2 o f t he Agr eement wh~ch we have ~u&t e1gned, mu~t be 

i nter pret ed as eaual1ty o f t r eatment 1n all respects , 

wt t h the fol l owi ng t wo exceo t1one : 

1 - French nAtional e shall not benefit from the 

enual tres t~en t wi t h r eenect to the Acou1s1tion of real 

nrooerty of the nubl1c domain. They shall be subject 

i n th~ e resnect t o the provisions of the Treaty of Fr1end­

eh\ o , Commerce Rnd Navigation of December ?, 193? and its 

Annexes . 

2 - French nationale who were not dom i ciled in the 

ceded t errito rieA st t he ttme or t he tranArer or sovereignty 

and who enter the ceded terr1tor1ee shall be subject to the 

or ov1s1ons or t he Immigration Law or •..•• ••.••• . • Thailand. 

I avail mysel f or this opnortunity, Mr. Ambassador, 

to renew t o Your Sxcellency the assurance o f my very high 

cona1der~t1on. 

Signed: VARNVAIDYA 

Hie t:>:cellency 
Mr. Charles Arsene-Henry, 
AmbasAAdor Extraordinary 
and Pleninotent1ary or France 
in JapBn. 

I 


