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Interim Report of tho M111t ·1r y Burouu of tho Imperial 

HerJ.o qu·1rt<Jrs Conce:nnipe the " .t>ANAY" Inc 1.dent (announced 8 . p • .m. 

Dec embe r 22 , l ?. th ycu.r of ShoN1 (T . N, 1 937 ) 

Regur d int,; the mo.tt o:r of n motar•bo•* of tho Ja:'>ane s e a r my 

ha,,1ng fir ed u ~on t hn AmcT' ican gunbou :t "Pl~NA7" a t the time 

she wa s borrib ... d und trn. t J"r... 1>u 1oso troooa co.mo u boar d her, we mo.de 

evory uffort te 1nv Ast1go. t e t ho truo c ircumstances. How1-;ver, duo 

to t he f uot ·· - t hi ... t our t roo1)s wor o d ol'>loyod to Vhrious a r eas and 

sincu comtnul'licn.t i on nn<l 11n 1s on wn s not wh{4 t wa would h a v e liked 

it to ~·~vo b'}•m , , .. u ~c3rct gr outly thH d o l f.ly i n t he investiga tion. 

Imm1)rl 1:.\ t 1; ly uft or t ho outb r ouk of thii:1 incident this bur oau 

di sp'l. to hod s t c.ff offic1irs to tho spot who ro tho 1nc11~nt ocoured 

in or clti r t o m· k r-: : n 1n~rns t 1gr.t1on 1n coopor 1::i. tion v.·ith t he locul 

organ1zut1onn t h 1lro . Up to the 9 r .., s ent, it hu s bc .. m r ove'1. l cd 

th'.l t some J :l >: .nt1 s o soldi ers did go ubollr d thG " P:.N! ~" fr r n. f ew 

minutos fol" th 11 rrnr ooso of good wi l l, but t} 1(, staf f office rs could 

not find ' ln7r ev i<l1mc0 of t he r t! porto•l f 1r1nB fa t the ship. 

Th o c j l"CU 'll~ tnno ·; s of the i ncident r P t) rl e fol lor1s: 

l) On 1 2 f)1 .c 0rrib0r, :tb o11t 2 : 00 p .m. a c ort .ll in unit ombrirked for 

Pukov1 from ~'.'n 1p 1ng on s ove r ··.J t yr>us of motor -boa ts. During 

the ir voy•lgr1 two of t he motor-boi.ts ,.,h 1ch hc. d boon s ent ah ond 

foJ' r oconr1·, i ssunce oncountol'ed f ive ut onm-bor.ts on the rivor 
• 

down ftto rn Tn 1p1ng n.nd b ". S•:>rl th(°) b nttlo s1tunt1on of the time 

t ook th•.R•l fi ve stonm bo...l ts t s those b 111ng uaed by tho Ch1ne a e 
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h .q i wnr.' 1' ·. t •; l y l;urn.)<1 br ck r.ncl r oportod of this to 

t h, , !ir. in for~ , . ; .. t thr: .bov o r 11port, '\ l l 1.>nr s onne l of the 

unit m~ci., n l ·lnding on t h1 . rihh t lJ· ~n!.: 1m d " s t,h oy wer e obs orv­

in6 t h(J sc un (; , rn:. vn. l 1.ircrflft C'\mo ·4nd boMbod t ho s!'l. i d convoy. 

Th o cl i nt ·\n C1; b•i t\·u~ .:'1 t hd unit n.nrl t hi1 convoy '1 t t h n time \A'P. s 

nb ont 200 m0t •)r ll . 

8 ) .' .. ft .r t h .flr:.t bo~bing ... tt, ·\ ck on t he convoy, t he unit s nw th0 

v·oundud 1;!1.ng l Hndod on tho righ t u: nk , :.nd i llllnodi".t e ly r\ft e r 

t h \; Hocond ... t t. ·.c.k , t h u p l r to on l o" d 11r ·.nnro' tc h e;d the ships nnd 

f1n•i t nB tl ,. t th~, :r wor n ah i po of t h1) Unit.,d St · t o s 1mrrmd1r. t o l y 

01'd•lr nd h i ~ m.:rl1c'11 f\ i d m<:n to tr1;r, t t l'\u \"oundod on t h d bnnk . 

'J'ru·n , t h r, colT'I 1r n y c omm'ln<l•)r Hntl otho rs c nMo to t h 1; spot 

··.n rt • .. ~ h .1 r· · ·~; d i scusu i ng \':1th th o oompa ny commn.ndop 'l.S to ho\" 

to B'l.V•. t l· ; .\t1 · ~ric :\n shi ps 11.nd thoir or,}w, a third 1.ttuek wn s 

m-.d n in t rl\) n c i [.hborh oort . Sc, t h 0 comp1.ln:r oonunf'Uld ;r orde r e d 

'lbout t r; n "H.n t.o \'!r,v ,. :~ j ·:,pnnoa o flr~e to put '..i. s top to this 

hut 1 t , ... . ~:n 1 t B ')•;n rmd · .»otlwr bornb inc; followud onus ins the 

nhi oo to burs t out i n flnm•rn kil l tnc, nwl wo unding ou r own 

oi'fic ,irs .n<l !=lc:n (2 d r11 •. U. ; ~ ' ounrl·J'.: b cisid os t h<-} compn.ny eommnndo 

·.rt or t;}:i s , thr1 trw.: t rri.)nt of t",o \Uound'lcl ,'.mor1onns wns 

cont1nu •. d fer r... whil ,.; unt i l t~r: :Jun fina l ly s r:t '.1nd the wound 

+>d :~m .. i• ic n:> r· ,r ,; tlv .1n brour,ht to · \':•;S t fJrn s t yle hous o , st1.nd-

1nL on · h ill n :· r hy. 

3 ) \t t h 1 R tim.1 '\ s t v ·,m- s:t i p \'.'h i ch " '. s :;oing t" tho bottom n ear 

t h r: 1 1.f t s i d• l of t.h1} riv.·· r r.ft o r thu third '1tt 'l ck l't'".8 Cl l so 

· s o •.rt inr1d to hr: .\m<: ric.,n. So, · ~nothor oomp11.n7 oommfl.n d or 
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detn il0d two motor-~ts , one officer nna ten Bnliated men to 

the sryo t fo r r oscua • 

Tlifl s o.id officer •.lnd one of the onl 1sted t'tcn h ::st1ly 
t 

bo ·u,ded tho s nid ship and seo.rched 1 t for n mi nute or two. 

But t her e wns not a fit;uro o i fl run.'1 on boa rd c.nd with the 

d 'lnger of tr.e shi;> r0a.dy to sink 11t !Any moment they f'.bnndonec= 

tr e ship . (It wa s lA~rned l nt er thnt this shio vm.s the ".Pt~NA1 

4) Just !i. t t hi s time, a sma.11 ste•tm-bo'l t with fourteon or fift een 

Chin~se ~oldiers 0'1 bo:• rd \ns m~king its A~cnpa from the neig 

horhood of the said soot to~ardR the up~or wnt ers of the rive 

(It v•o R 'l.scort~ ined a ft e r war ds t hat it v•n. s the Li-Tni.) 

Discovoring this, t he Jn~anosc soldiers fired ~t it frorr. 

f'I. shore , o.l though t h 1 dist 11.nce \11a. s about 1 , >100 mot r es , and 

a lso h~d one of our wotor- b o!i.ts ch~so i t o.nrl fir e nt it ~ith 

mnchinc - guns . i' inall:r o.no~her r.totor-bo· , t v•ns d ispr, tched :ind 

the bo ·-:. t \"~ s ca.l) t ur cd fin'llJ y t \"O or throfl lci lometrfls U"? the 

river. On tho s ide of tho onid bo~t bullnt hole s were r e -

cognizod . 

,\s triBntion od n.bove this firin3 \''O. S tlimod r. t tho 'Li-Ta.1' 

i:md not at tho American :J1'1µs. The so-c!"tlled firing ut the 
( 

"P,\N \ ;[" mn:r h fl vo boon due t o t ho f n.ot t.hn t they mistook our 

firing n t t ho 'Li-T~ i' for tha t nt t ho "PJ\l'l !'.~''. And again the 

::>•n1sib111 ty of ricoc~\Oting bulJ.ets hnving str~:rod t:owa rds the 

.\ mericC\n bol'.ts must b P- considP,red not ent i r <lly imoossible; 
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Gf' we nr o fnrther cont inuing our in,,ostigation to r:i. scertain 

the true circwnst -1nc0s CJf t he f1r1n5 . 

5) In short, tl:'ie act ions of' our troo lS \ .. O.s no t bu s od on nny 

f ooling of he;stilit y ton.!. r ds t ho :4mer l cnns or their ships , 

nor did wo l~ve Gny ? l an to a tta ck tho Amer i can sh i ps or to 

oncro:~ch 0"1. their rights kno\l'ing ly. li'o.r from it, if ono will 

but look ,,,t the solf- sncrificinG c'lovotion of th0 J !l.Oa'l"le s e 

t roops d i:-rnlo.yod in sc.ving tho A'1ler1cnn vict1me , one cun eO.S1J 

R0fl Of the de ep l y SJ!llpn t hetic D. ttitndo Of th e Jn mnese troops 

at tho front ff'r for e i gn n rl t 1onc.l s in genor n l nnd osoe c i o.lly 

fnr :~moricnns . 
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I, Yukio Ka,"o.mot,. , cf t he Def enso Lnnc;unge Br o.nch, her eby 
,,:+. .. 1, • . ( 

certify t~nt t~c fore~oing t r anslation described in the ; . 

oert1f1co. te is, to t he best of my knowledge nnd bel i ef, n. cor r o 

transla t10n nnd is ns n onr ~ s possible to the me~ning of the 

orie,in!ll rlo C'..lment. 

/'d/ Yukio 1-.'lwamote 

D~to 31 J nn . ' 47 
------~~~~~-

Interi m kepo:rt of t "'e M.111t.1ry Bureuu of' the I mn riul 
. " 

Peo.dqunrt~ .-. s \;cnc eT"ning tho "?nnn:r" I nc 1dent ( announced 8 

p . m. Doc . . .. 2 , 10;~7) 
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