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Interim Report of the Militury Buresu of the Imperial

»

Hendquurtors Concernipg the "PANAY" Ineldent (announced S ePeMMe

December 22, 12th year of Shova (T.V¥, 1937)

Regurding the mattor of a motareboe® of the Janancse army
having fired u-on the American gunboat “PANATZ" at the time
she was bombud und that Jupaiese troons came uboard her, we made
every offort te Investignte the truo eircumstances, However, due
to the fuct -- thut our troons werc donloyod to vurious arsas snd
8incc communicntion snd linison was not what we would haove 11 ked
1t to huve boen, ve pegret groutly the delay in the investigation.
Immadlitoly after the outbrouk of thils ineident this bureau
dispatechod stoff offieurs to the spot wherc the inecident oceured
In ordeur to m ke :n investigntion in cooperation with the local
organizations thore, Up to the pr=sent, it hus beon revealed
thaut some Jiincsc seldlers did go abourd the "PAUAY" fepr n fow
minutos for tho nurnosc of good will, but the staff officors could
not find uny evidunco of the ruported firing st the ship.
The circumstance-s of the ineldent nry as follovs:
1) On 12 Diecmber, about 2:00 p.m. a cert .cin unit embarked for
Pukew from Toiping on sever-] tynes of motor-bouts, During
thelr voyigo two of the motor-bo.ts vhich had been sent aheand

for rceconniissunce concountered five stoam=bor s on the rivor

devn from Tniping nnd b.sod the battlo situation of the time

took thus: filve steam bouts as those being RiREAhtpywhhdcOHd R4l oc/ 550/

-1-




remye,  Ythoy Lamoclctsly turnod brek snd roportod of this to
the medn toreu. At tha Dbove roport, 1l vorsonnel of the
unit medo o lunding on the right bunk nnd @8 thoy werc obscrve-
ing tho secno, naval adrernft came 'md bombed the said convoy.
The distineo botwoon the unit nnd tho convoy nt the time wes
abont 200 mators.
Aftor tho firot bombing ~ttuck on the convoy, thc unit saw the
voundud being landed on the right »:nk, wnd immcdictely after
tho sceond “tlwuek, the plrtoon leudar ~pnroachcd the ships and
finding thet thoy woro ships of the Unit.d Stotos immedintoly
ordorod his mcdienl nid men to troat thoe vounded on tho bank,.
Thin, the comirny commander ind others eamo to tho spot
dlscuseing vith the company commander as to how
wicricenn shins and their erow, o third nttack was
m.do in thoe noighborhood. Se, tho compuny command :r ordered
about ton mon to wava o Jrpanase floe to put o stop to this
but 1t voen't scon and ®othor bouwbing followed cnusing the

shins to burst out in flimes killing and wounding our own

officors nd men (2 dondsy vound: bosides the company commando

Jtor thls, the troectmont of the wounded ‘meriecans wnas
continucd fer o while until the sun finally sot and the wound
od ‘maric ns wors then brought to - wosturn style houso, stind-
ing on < hill n«iwsby,.
& this time n stonmeship which vn8 z0ing te the bottom ncar :
the 1af't side of tho rivep rfter tho thirdIﬁ?%ggﬁwxygkﬁ%ggmD%kbdﬁdﬁm'

“seort inod to be imerlenn. Se, ~nothar compnny commander




de tniled two motor-ﬁfts, one officer and ten enlisted men to
the s»mot for rascue.

The said officer :nd one of the enlisted mcn h:stily
borrded the snid shld and searched it for 2 minute or two.
But there was not a figure o0i a man on board and with the
danger of the ship ready to sink at uny moment they abandonec
the ship, (It was lenrned 1later that this shios was the "PANAY
Just at this time, a small steam-boat with fourteen or fifteen
Chinase soldiers on bored vas muking its escape from the neig
horhood of the said svot towards the upner waters of the rive
{1t wves ascertained afterwvards that it vas the Li-Tai.)

Discovering this, the Japancse soldiers fired at it from
n. shore, although tho distance was about 1,300 metres, and
also hnd one of our uotor-boats chase it and fire at it vith
machine=guns. Pinally another motor-bo't wns disnatched and
the boat wns cantured finally two or three kilometres us the
river. On the side of the sald bont bullet holes vere re=-
cognlzed.

As mentioned above this firing was nimed nt tho 'Li-Tal!

and not at the American ships. The so-cnlled firing at the
f

"PANAY" may hove beon duc to the faoct that they mistook our
firing at the 'Li-Tai! for that at the "PaNAY"., And again the
nonalbility of ricocheting bullets having strayed towards the

‘merican borts must be considered not entirely imvossible;
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sn we aro further continuing our investigation to nscertain
the true clrcumstances of the firing.

In short, the actions of our troo)s was nct based on any
feeling of hostllity tovards the .merlcans or their ships,
nor did we have any »slan to attack the American shios or to

encro~ch o1 thelr rights knowingly. Mar from 1t, if one will

but lock 2t the solf-sacrificing devotion of the Jananese

troons dlsolayed in saving the Amerlenn victime, one can edsil]
see of thc deeply ammpathetic ottitude of the Jaranese troops
at the front frr foreign nutionals in genornl and esoecially

Iar Americans.
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TRANSLATION CLERTINICATYH

I, Zulklo XKawamote, of the Defense Language Branch, hereby
e l;e |
certify that the forezolng translatilon described in the .
certificate 1s, to the best of my knowledge and bellef, & corre

translation and is as neap as possible to the meaning of the

original document.

/8/ Yukio nawamote

Toli:ro, Janen

Date 31 qu: 47

Interim lewort of tre Militiry Bureuu of the Imd :'ml

Pendquarte~s Concerning tho "Panay" Incident ( announced 3

Pellie DL’:C. --":’ 19-5'?)
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CodsiR DL 8 T CUR D s
obotoment ol dousece «nd xuthenviclty
auom, vhief of the -rehivee wocetion, Jepinesce
wice, horeony ccribiiy that tue cocwient hiereto uttiched in
Japanese coasisting of < puges wnd cntiticd "Iaterin heport of tue
G431lit iy authovities concerming; the Yenuy suacidont, lLeceibel <o,
1637." is 1 ¢ ¢t .nd true cooy of . ofiicial woocu.ent of the
Jananea. rorelyn O1ilice.

Loy o,

on thia 1Zth d:g of rebruaay, 1947,

Ry sutrichi
vigiature of Offieicl

oo ."'-[_J.!L Lo o2 ¥ 0}
fuikio ooy wi0to, of tho wverense LUl Uose bluach, hereby
aslabion deceribed in the above
{0y ‘caovledie cna velier, o corrced
Lelole to the acraing of the

/i",f! LUl

vurc.u of tho Impeiinl
douerters 5o bhe "Poacsy" Taeldent (munouwaced & pe.n.

3 'il{,':.'
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